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It has been announced for the general information that Mr. Mian Assad Ullah has 
been appointed as Editor In Chief of the Monthly “Diplomatic Focus” for the UK/EU 
Edition. He is entitled to participate official /non-officials diplomatic(engagements, 
events, national days, social evenings/gatherings, press conferences/interviews 
and can be contacted for all kinds of stuff including articles, supplements and 
advertisements etc). It is requested to all Diplomatic missions and government high 
officials of UK, please contact with Mr. Mian Assad Ullah on His mailing address, 4 
Ipswich Road, SW17 9RH, London. Cell number:+44-7961005954/ 2087694850, 
Email: uk.diplomaticfocus@gmail.com, assadmian1@gmail.com 

Important Announcement

Mian Fazal Elahi

The articles, columns, Opinions are published in Magazine in good faith. However, the contents of 
these writings may not necessarily match the views of the Editor/Publisher/Organization.
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Peaceful 
Afghanistan 

means a 
peaceful region 
in general and 

a peaceful 
Pakistan in 
particular: 

(COAS) General 
Qamar Javed 

Bajwa

Taliban’s Abdul Ghani Baradar is 
undisputed victor of a 20-year war

PAKISTAN & GERMANY 
were closely coordinating on regional issues

Pakistan-China friendship is rooted deeply in the hearts and minds of the people of 

the two countries. We have the finest tradition of standing by each other through 

difficult times. In line with this tradition, our cooperation against COVID-19 pan-

demic remained exemplary. The main focus of Pakistan has shifted from geopolitics to 

geo-economics. Pakistan transform into a progressive and an economically vibrant coun-

try through development partnerships, connectivity and regional peace. As the flagship 

project of the BRI, CPEC complements our geo-economic priorities with emphasis on 

economic integration and regional connectivity. In the first phase, CPEC has helped us in 

infrastructure development and address our essential energy needs for economic growth 

and development. In its second phase, our focus is on industrialization, agriculture coop-

eration, socio-economic development and job creation. The tremendous progress made 

in CPEC projects signals the shared commitment of Pakistan and China.

One of the most significant and promising aspects of our bilateral relations is the increas-

ing people-to-people contacts. Currently, there are more than 30,000 Pakistani students 

benefiting from the advanced educational system of China. China has established four-

teen Sister-City and seven Sister-Provinces relations to further enhance our bilateral ties. 

Eleven Urdu Language Departments, seven Pakistan Study Centers in various Chinese 

Universities and five Confucius Institutes in Pakistan are imparting cultural understand-

ing between the two countries.

The 72nd anniversary of the People’s Republic of China is a very special occasion. This is 

the time to celebrate and renew our resolve to build upon the achievements of our two 

brotherly countries in the past decades. In order to celebrate this landmark year, Diplo-

matic Focus desides to issue this special supplement.  

Live Long Pakistan-China Friendship!
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President Xi’s Remarks at the Global Health 
Summit

04 Message of Congratulations on the 72nd Anni-
versary of the Founding of the People’s Republic 
of China

October first is a great and solemn day in the history of the Chinese nation, featuring the found-
ing of the People’s Republic of China. On this special occasion, on behalf of the Embassy of the 
People’s Republic of China in the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, I would like to extend my best 
wishes to the great motherland for her 72nd birthday, and

Chinese President Xi Jinping addressed the 21st meeting of the Council of Heads of State of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) via video link on September 17, 2021.
In his speech, he called on SCO member states to build a closer community with a shared future 
for the SCO and make greater contributions to the world’s 
lasting peace and common prosperity.

President Xi Jinping attended the Global Health Summit via video link in Beijing upon invitation 
and delivered an important speech on May 21, 2021. 
To clinch an early victory against COVID-19 and restore economic growth remains the top pri-
ority for the international community. we need to draw on experience both positive and oth-
erwise, and lose no time in remedying deficiencies, closing loopholes and strengthening weak 
links.

On July 24, 2021, State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi held the 3rd round of China-Pa-
kistan Foreign Ministers’ Strategic Dialogue with Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi in Chengdu, Sichuan Province.

Wang Yi said that since China and Pakistan set up diplomatic ties 70 years ago, the two countries 
have worked together to overcome many difficulties and

China Road and Bridge Corporation (CRBC), as the witness, constructive participant & 
active contributor of China-Pakistan friendship, has undertaken a series of mega-projects 
consecutively in Pakistan since the 1960s. Starting from the China-Pakistan Friendship Highway 
and also the only land connection between China and Pakistan

54

62

Wang Yi and Shah Mahmood Qureshi Hold 
the 3rd Round of China-Pakistan Foreign 
Ministers’ Strategic

Building CPEC with Karakoram Spirit

10

Xi Jinping’s Remarks at the 21st SCO summit
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By H.E. Nong Rong, Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China to Pakistan

Diplomatic Focus   October 202104 www.diplomaticfocus.org

Message of Congratulations on the 
72nd Anniversary of the Founding of 

the People’s Republic of China

Special Supplement on 72nd Anniversary of Founding of the People’s Republic of China



Diplomatic Focus         October  2021   05www.diplomaticfocus.org

October first is a great and solemn 
day in the history of the Chinese 
nation, featuring the founding of 

the People’s Republic of China. On this 
special occasion, on behalf of the Embassy 
of the People’s Republic of China in the Is-
lamic Republic of Pakistan, I would like to 
extend my best wishes to the great moth-
erland for her 72nd birthday, and may the 
great country be prosperous forever.

2021 is an extraordinary year, which marks 
the 100th anniversary of the founding of 
the Communist Party of China and the be-
ginning of China’s new journey toward ful-
ly building a modern socialist country. We 
are ready to work with all parties to up-
hold true multilateralism, advocate trust 
and harmony, promote win-win cooper-
ation, and march with firm steps toward 
the goal of building a community with a 
shared future for mankind. Through the 
continued efforts of the whole Party and 
the entire nation, China has realized its 
first centenary goal of building a moder-
ately prosperous society in all respects. 
This means that China has brought about 
a historic resolution to the problem of ab-
solute poverty in China, and we are now 
marching in confident strides toward the 
second centenary goal of building China 
into a great modern socialist country in all 
aspects.

Over the past 72 years, China has made 
unprecedented achievements, with its 
total economic output surpassing 100 
trillion yuan in 2020. This means China is 
the second largest economy in the world 
and makes up roughly 17% of the world 
economy. Per capita GDP has broken the 
US$10,000 mark, putting China into the 
category of upper-middle income coun-
tries according to World Bank standards. 
There have been major breakthroughs in 
continuing reform, while the Chinese so-
cialist system has been further refined. 
Considerable advances have been made 
in building democracy and the rule of law, 
as well as in modernizing China’s gover-
nance system and capacity. Living stan-
dards have improved significantly, higher 
education has entered the stage of being 
widely accessible, and new success has 
been achieved in creating urban jobs. We 
have built the world’s largest social securi-
ty system, with a basic medical insurance 
system that covers more than 1.3 billion 
people and basic old-age insurance that 
covers nearly 1 billion people. Our en-
vironmental protection endeavors have 
undergone historic, pivotal, and sweep-
ing changes. Historic breakthroughs have 
been made in reform of national defense 

and the armed forces, and we have bro-
ken new ground and scored new victories 
in major-country diplomacy with Chinese 
characteristics for the new era. These 
feats have fully demonstrated the CPC’s 
capacity to lead and govern, illustrated the 
marked advantages and vitality of the Chi-
nese socialist system and China’s nation-
al governance system, and displayed the 
value and strength in practice of Xi Jinping 
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Char-
acteristics for a New Era. 

Since the outbreak of Covid-19, China 
keeps strengthening international pan-
demic cooperation to jointly build a line of 
defense for life and health. In his message 
to the First Meeting of the International 
Forum on COVID-19 Vaccine Cooperation, 
President Xi Jinping announced that Chi-
na will strive to provide 2 billion doses of 
vaccines to the world in the course of this 
year, and donate US$100 million to the 
COVAX Facility. This is a major step on Chi-
na’s part to follow through on its commit-
ment of making COVID vaccines a global 
public good, and will boost the global ef-
fort to end the pandemic at an early date. 
As osf September 6, 2.11 billion doses of 
COVID-19 vaccines had been administered 
in China, and 969.72 million Chinese peo-
ple have been fully vaccinated. 

The international arena is going through 
profound transformation, the Covid-19 
pandemic keeps raging with frequent 
flare-ups, and the world economy faces a 
daunting recovery. The world is at a new 
historical crossroads. Human develop-
ment now faces multiple crises and the 
global governance system is undergoing 
profound adjustment. International coop-
eration is going with both stern challenges 
and important opportunities. Now more 
than ever, the international communi-
ty needs to come together to meet the 
challenges and promote common devel-
opment. No matter how the international 
landscape evolves, China will resolutely 
safeguard UN’s core role in internation-
al affairs, stay firmly on the right side of 
history, strive to build a community with 
a shared future for mankind, join hands 
with all progressive forces in the world, 
and work tirelessly to advance the noble 
cause of peace and development for hu-
manity.

China and Pakistan are equal friends 
who understand and respect each other, 
friends in need who share weal and woe, 
devoted friends of integrity, and friends 
for moral justice who shoulder respon-
sibilities together. 70 years of progress 

through thick and thin between China and 
Pakistan have forged a unique iron-clad 
friendship, and established an all-weather 
strategic cooperative partnership. A high 
degree of mutual trust, mutual assistance, 
seeking peace and promoting develop-
ment together are the most distinctive 
features of China-Pakistan relations, and 
the greatest strength in moving forward 
together. Over the past year, the China-Pa-
kistan friendship has stood up to the test 
of major changes and a global pandemic 
unseen in a century. The facts have prov-
en once again that China and Pakistan are 
the most reliable good neighbors, friends, 
brothers and partners to each other, and 
the friendship between the two countries 
is unbreakable. China is willing to work 
with Pakistan to accelerate the construc-
tion of a closer community with a shared 
future in the new era, bring more bene-
fits to the two peoples, and make great-
er contributions to regional stability and 
prosperity. 

Looking back, the friendship between Chi-
na and Pakistan has remained rock-solid, 
regardless how the regional and interna-
tional landscapes have evolved. It is fair to 
say that China and Pakistan always make 
each other the priority in developing for-
eign relations. In April 2015, President Xi 
Jinping’s state visit upgraded China-Paki-
stan relations to a unique All-weather Stra-
tegic Cooperative Partnership, opening a 
new chapter in China-Pakistan friendship, 
and rolling out the construction of China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor. At present, 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor has en-
tered a stage of high-quality development. 
In March 2020, Pakistani President Arif 
Alvi visited China to support China’s fight 
against the Covid-19. Pakistani Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan visited China three times 
since he took office, injecting new vitality 
into the high-quality development of Chi-
na-Pakistan relations.

Looking ahead, China is willing to work 
with Pakistan to take the 70th anniversary 
of the establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions as an opportunity to accelerate the 
construction of a closer community with a 
shared future in the new era, bring more 
benefits to the two peoples, and make 
greater contributions to regional stability 
and prosperity. We are confident that our 
joint efforts will inject new impetus into 
China-Pakistan friendship and make new 
demonstration to the building of a com-
munity with a shared future for mankind.

Long live the People’s Republic of China
China-Pakistan Dosti Zindabad



Message of Congratulations on the 72nd Anniversary of 
the Founding of the People’s Republic of China

On the occasion of the 72nd an-
niversary of the founding of the 
People’s Republic of China, I’d like, 

on behalf of the Consulate General of 
China in Karachi, to extend our warmest 
congratulations to all our fellow Chinese 
and Iron brothers and sisters of Pakistan.

In 2020, facing shocks of risks rarely seen 
before, China was able to take the lead 
in reopening its economy. With gross do-
mestic product (GDP) for the year grow-
ing by 2.3 percent, a better-than-ex-
pected recovery was achieved. A total 
of 11.86 million urban jobs were added, 
and the year-end surveyed urban unem-
ployment rate dropped to 5.2 percent. 
Efforts were redoubled to strengthen the 
public health system. We scaled up the 
capacity for conducting large-scale free 
nucleic acid testing by the government. 

In the first half of 2021, China maintained 
sustained and healthy socio-economic 
development, the GDP achieved 12.7% 

growth year-on-year, added 6.98 mil-
lion new jobs in urban areas, completing 
63.5% of the annual target. The national 
urban survey unemployment rate aver-
aged 5.2%, down 0.6 percentage points 
from the same period last year.In the 3rd 
quarter of 2021, China has successfully 
dealt with the breakout of the pandem-
ic featured with the spread of the Delta 
variants.

The year of 2021 is a milestone for both 
sides. For China, we have brought about 
a historic resolution to the problem of 
absolute poverty, realizing the first cen-
tenary goal of building a moderately 
prosperous society in all respects. 

It also marks the 100th anniversary of 
the founding of the Communist Party 
of China and is the first year of China’s 
14th Five-Year Plan period (2021-25). For 
Pakistan, she is making every effort to 
develop its economy and realize Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s vision of “Naya 

Pakistan”, which provides the two coun-
tries with new opportunities to promote 
their cooperation. 

This year marks the 70th anniversary of 
the establishment of the diplomatic rela-
tions between China and Pakistan. Both 
sides organized a number of activities to 
celebrate this great occasion. 

My Consulate is willing to be a bridge 
between Chinese and Pakistani broth-
ers and sisters in Sindh and Balochistan 
Provinces, working harder to promote 
and strengthen the exchange and cor-
poration in economic, technical, social, 
agricultural, educational, cultural areas. 
It is believed that with the joint efforts 
of the two sides, the China-Pakistan 
All-weather Strategic Cooperative Part-
nership will surely reach a new height, 
and forge ahead in building a China-Pa-
kistan community with a shared future.
China Pakistan dosti Zindabad!

   By Mr. Li Bijian, Consul General of China in Karachi

Special Supplement on 72nd Anniversary of Founding of the People’s Republic of China
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On the occasion of the 72nd anni-
versary of the People’s Republic 
of China, on behalf of the Chinese 

Consulate General in Lahore, I would like 
to extend my warmest greetings and kind 
wishes to all overseas Chinese, Chinese 
students and staff members of Chinese 
companies in Punjab, and people from all 
walks of life who care about and support 
Sino-Pak friendship.

The Year 2021 witnesses the 100th Anni-
versary of the founding of CPC. Since the 
founding of the People’s Republic of China 
72 years ago, the Communist Party of Chi-
na (CPC) has united and led the people of 
all ethnic groups in China to work hard and 
achieve remarkable development. Chi-
na’s comprehensive national strength and 
people’s living standards have improved 
significantly, all undertakings have grown 
robustly, and the Chinese nation has made 
a great leap forward from standing up, be-
coming rich to becoming strong. 

Thanks to the CPC, the Chinese people 
have truly become the master of their 
country, society and their destiny. Within 
several decades, the CPC has led the Chi-
nese people to complete industrialization, 
which took developed countries sever-
al hundred years. China has become the 
world’s second largest economy and the 
largest manufacturing powerhouse. More-
over, the CPC has resolutely fought against 
poverty. It is through the continued efforts 

of the whole Party and the entire nation 
that we have realized the first centenary 
goal of building a moderately prosperous 
society in all respects. This means we have 
brought about a historic resolution to the 
problem of absolute poverty in China, and 
we are now marching in confident strides 
toward the second centenary goal of 
building China into a great modern social-
ist country in all respects. I sincerely wish 
Pakistan will turn into reality the vision of 
Prime Minister Imran Khan for Naya Paki-
stan. 

What is unusual of this year is that 2021 
also coincides with the 70th Anniversa-
ry of Sino-Pak Diplomatic Relations. Over 
the past 70 years, no matter how the in-
ternational landscape changes, China and 
Pakistan have always joint hands to forge 
ahead, established an all-weather friend-
ship and carried out all-round cooperation. 
This kind of intimate and sincere friend-
ship is a valuable asset worth cherishing 
from generation to generation. In fighting 
the Covid-19 pandemic, China has close-
ly worked with Pakistan by carrying out 
continued vaccine cooperation, including 
co-production of Covid-19 vaccines. Also, 
we unanimously acknowledge that “trac-
ing the origin of the virus is a matter of 
science and a global mission” and oppose 
politicizing the issue.

China-Pakistan cooperation has yielded 
fruitful results on the strong basis of the 

previous years. This year, we witnessed 
that the first China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) project in the power evac-
uation and transmission sector, the 660kV 
High-Voltage Direct Current Matiari-La-
hore transmission line, started commer-
cial operations on September 1, 2021. It is 
from the beginning of this year that CPEC 
has entered into the second phase focus-
ing on agricultural and industrial coopera-
tion. Punjab Province is a major agricultur-
al and economic province of Pakistan and 
a key province for CPEC projects. 

Under the staunch support by Punjab gov-
ernment and with close cooperation by 
both countries, CPEC projects in Punjab 
are progressing well with remarkable fruits 
achieved, which are delivering strong and 
genuine benefits for Pakistan.

As the Acting Chinese Consul General to 
Lahore, I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Punjab government and peo-
ple that have always supported and cared 
for Chinese enterprises and nationals. I will 
continue to play a more proactive role in 
enhancing communication and coordina-
tion with Punjab, promoting exchanges 
and cooperation between local govern-
ments, advancing steadily the construction 
of CPEC projects, and pushing forward our 
all-weather strategic cooperative partner-
ship so as to bring constant benefits to the 
two countries and peoples.

Message of Congratulations on the 72nd Anniversary of 
the Founding of the People’s Republic of China
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‘Xiplomacy’ 
in First Half 

of 2021

January-June

Video Conferences

Phone Calls

Correspondences and 
Messages 

Speeches

(congratulations, condolences, 
sympathy, oral and written 
messages)

(video speech and written speech)

07

42

38

04

Attended online international 
conferences

January

6 Correspondences and Messages 
6 Phone Calls 
1 Video Conference

February

2 Correspondences and Messages 
6 Phone Calls
1 Video Conference

March

7 Correspondences and Messages
6 Phone Calls
2 Speeches

April

10 Correspondences and Messages
5   Phone Calls
2   Video Conferences
1   Speech

May

4   Correspondences and Messages
11 Phone Calls
2   Video Conferences

June

9 Correspondences and Messages
8 Phone Calls
1 Video Conference
1 Speech

Met with other countries’ leaders via 
video link

May 21

April 22

January 25

February 09

Attended and Delivered an 
Important Speech at the Global 
Health Summit

Attended the Leaders Summit on 
Climate and Delivers an Important 
Speech

Delivered a Special Address Via 
Video Link at the World Economic 
Forum Virtual Event of the Davos 
Agenda

Presided over China-CEEC Summit and 
Delivered a Keynote Speech

April 16

Held Video Summit with French 
and German Leaders

June 28

Held a Video Meeting with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin

May 19

Xi Jinping and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin Witnessed the 
Ground-breaking Ceremony of 
China-Russia Nuclear Energy 
Cooperation Project Via Video Link

Other multilateral diplomatic 
interactions include

Delivered Written Address to Asia and Pacific 
High-level Conference on Belt and Road Coop-
eration (2021-06-23)

Delivered Keynote Speech at the 
Opening Ceremony of the Boao Forum for 
Asia Annual Conference 2021 (2021-04-20)

Sent Message of Congratulation to 34th AU 
Summit (2021-02-06)

High-level Exchanges with 
Pakistan

Sent Congratulatory Letter to World Environ-
ment Day Events (2021-06-05)

Exchanged Messages of Congratulations with 
Pakistani President Arif Alvi on the 70th Anni-
versary of the Establishment of China-Pakistan 
Diplomatic Relations (2021-05-21)

Sent Message of Sympathy to Pakistani 
President Arif Alvi (2021-04-02)

Special Supplement on 72nd Anniversary of Founding of the People’s Republic of China
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Chinese President Xi Jinping, also general 
secretary of the Communist Party of Chi-
na (CPC) Central Committee and chair-

man of the Central Military Commission, de-
livered an important speech in Beijing on July 
01, 2021 at the grand ceremony celebrating the 
100th anniversary of the founding of the CPC.

Xi said the CPC has united and led the Chinese 
people over the past 100 years for one ultimate 
theme-bringing about the great rejuvenation of 
the Chinese nation.

China accomplishes building of moderately 
prosperous society in all respects

Xi announced that China has realized the first 
centenary goal-building a moderately prosper-
ous society in all respects.

“This means that we have brought about a 
historic resolution to the problem of absolute 
poverty in China, and we are now marching in 
confident strides towards the second centenary 
goal of building China into a great modern so-
cialist country in all respects,” Xi said.

CPC’s four great successes

During the speech, Xi summed up four great 
successes achieved by the CPC in the past cen-
tury.

The Party united and led the Chinese people 
in fighting bloody battles with unyielding de-
termination, achieving great success in the 
new-democratic revolution.

The Party united and led the Chinese people in 
endeavoring to build a stronger China with the 
spirit of self-reliance, achieving great success in 
socialist revolution and construction.

The Party united and led the Chinese people in 
freeing the mind and forging ahead, achieving 
great success in reform, opening-up, and social-
ist modernization.

The Party united and led the Chinese people 
in pursuing a great struggle, a great project, 
a great cause, and a great dream through the 
spirit of self-confidence, self-reliance and in-
novation, achieving great success for socialism 
with Chinese characteristics in the new era.

CPC’s founding spirit a source of strength

Xi said the great founding spirit of the CPC is the 
Party’s source of strength.

Highlights of Xi Jinping’s speech at grand 
gathering marking CPC centenary

He said the founding spirit, developed by the 
pioneers of communism in China, consists of 
the following principles: upholding truth and 
ideals, staying true to the original aspiration 
and founding mission, fighting bravely without 
fear of sacrifice, and remaining loyal to the Par-
ty and faithful to the people.

CPC must continue to adapt Marxism to 
Chinese context

Xi said the Party must continue to adapt Marx-
ism to the Chinese context.

At the fundamental level, the capability of the 
Party and the strengths of socialism with Chi-
nese characteristics are attributable to the fact 
that Marxism works.

Chinese people will never allow foreign 
bullying, oppression or subjugation

The Chinese people will never allow any foreign 
force to bully, oppress or subjugate them, said 
Xi.

“Anyone who would attempt to do so will find 
themselves on a collision course with a great 
wall of steel forged by over 1.4 billion Chinese 
people,” he said.

“We have never bullied, oppressed or subju-
gated the people of any other country, and we 
never will,” he added.

China has always worked to safeguard world 
peace, contribute to global development and 
preserve international order, Xi said, calling for 

continuous efforts to promote the building of a 
human community with a shared future.

Xi also stressed ensuring that the central gov-
ernment exercises overall jurisdiction over 
Hong Kong and Macao, highlighting the imple-
mentation of the legal systems and enforce-
ment mechanisms for the two special admin-
istrative regions to safeguard national security.

Resolving the Taiwan question and realizing 
China’s complete reunification is a historic mis-
sion and an unshakable commitment of the 
CPC, Xi said, adding that no one should under-
estimate the great resolve, the strong will, and 
the extraordinary ability of the Chinese people 
to defend their national sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity.

China advancing with unstoppable momen-
tum towards rejuvenation

Xi said the image China presents to the world 
today is of a thriving nation that is advancing 
with unstoppable momentum towards rejuve-
nation.

The CPC is rallying and leading the Chinese peo-
ple on a new journey towards realizing the sec-
ond centenary goal, Xi noted.

“It is certain that with the firm leadership of the 
Party and the great unity of the Chinese people 
of all ethnic groups, we will achieve the goal of 
building a great modern socialist country in all 
respects and fulfill the Chinese Dream of great 
national rejuvenation,” Xi said.  
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Chinese President Xi Jinping addressed the 21st meeting of the Council of Heads of State of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) via video link on September 17, 2021. In his speech, he called on SCO member states to build a closer 
community with a shared future for the SCO and make greater contributions to the world’s lasting peace and common 
prosperity.

Xi Jinping’s Remarks at the 21st SCO summit
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Special Supplement on 72nd Anniversary of Founding of the People’s Republic of China

President Xi Jinping attended the World 
Economic Forum Virtual Event of the Da-
vos Agenda via video link in Beijing, and 

delivered a special address on January 25, 
2021. 

1- Xi’s Quotes on Worldwide Development
Yet we remain convinced that winter cannot 
stop the arrival of spring and darkness can 
never shroud the light of dawn. There is no 
doubt that humanity will prevail over the virus 
and emerge even stronger from this disaster.
No two leaves in the world are identical, and 
no histories, cultures or social systems are 
the same. Each country is unique with its own 
history, culture and social system, and none 
is superior to the other. The best criteria are 
whether a country’s history, culture and social 
system fit its particular situation, enjoy peo-
ple’s support, serve to deliver political stabil-
ity, social progress and better lives, and con-
tribute to human progress. 
The different histories, cultures and social sys-
tems are as old as human societies, and they 
are the inherent features of human civilization. 
There will be no human civilization without di-
versity, and such diversity will continue to exist 
for as long as we can imagine. Difference in it-
self is no cause for alarm. What does ring the 
alarm is arrogance, prejudice and hatred; it is 
the attempt to impose hierarchy on human 
civilization or to force one’s own history, cul-

ture and social system upon others. 
Today, inequality continues to grow, the North-
South gap remains to be bridged, and sustain-
able development faces severe challenges. 
For developing countries, they are aspiring for 
more resources and space for development, 
and they are calling for stronger representa-
tion and voice in global economic governance. 
We should recognize that with the growth of 
developing countries, global prosperity and 
stability will be put on a more solid footing, 
and developed countries will stand to benefit 
from such growth. 
In the era of economic globalization, public 
health emergencies like COVID-19 may very 
well recur, and global public health gover-
nance needs to be enhanced. The Earth is our 
one and only home. To scale up efforts to ad-
dress climate change and promote sustainable 
development bears on the future of humanity. 
To build small circles or start a new Cold War, 
to reject, threaten or intimidate others, to 
willfully impose decoupling, supply disrup-
tion or sanctions, and to create isolation or 
estrangement will only push the world into 
division and even confrontation. We cannot 
tackle common challenges in a divided world, 
and confrontation will lead us to a dead end. 
Humanity has learned lessons the hard way, 
and that history is not long gone. We must not 
return to the path of the past.

Ancient Chinese believed that “the law is the 
very foundation of governance”. International 
governance should be based on the rules and 
consensus reached among us, not on the order 
given by one or the few. Without internation-
al law and international rules that are formed 
and recognized by the global community, the 
world may fall back to the law of the jungle, 
and the consequence would be devastating for 
humanity.
Differences in history, culture and social sys-
tem should not be an excuse for antagonism 
or confrontation, but rather an incentive 
for cooperation. We should respect and ac-
commodate differences, avoid meddling in 
other countries’ internal affairs, and resolve 
disagreements through consultation and dia-
logue. 
History and reality have made it clear, time 
and again, that the misguided approach of an-
tagonism and confrontation, be it in the form 
of cold war, hot war, trade war or tech war, 
would eventually hurt all countries’ interests 
and undermine everyone’s well-being.
Zero-sum game or winner-takes-all is not the 
guiding philosophy of the Chinese people. 
As a staunch follower of an independent for-
eign policy of peace, China is working hard 
to bridge differences through dialogue and 
resolve disputes through negotiation and to 
pursue friendly and cooperative relations with 

Xi Jinping’s Remarks at the World Economic 
Forum Virtual Event of the Davos Agenda
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other countries on the basis of mutual respect, 
equality and mutual benefit.
Meeting these targets will require tremen-
dous hard work from China. Yet we believe 
that when the interests of the entire human-
ity are at stake, China must step forward, take 
action, and get the job done. China is drawing 
up action plans and taking specific measures 
already to make sure we meet the set targets. 
We are doing this as a concrete action to up-
hold multilateralism and as a contribution to 
protecting our shared home and realizing sus-
tainable development of humanity.
There is only one Earth and one shared future 
for humanity. As we cope with the current 
crisis and endeavor to make a better day for 
everyone, we need to stand united and work 
together. We have been shown time and again 
that to beggar thy neighbor, to go it alone, 
and to slip into arrogant isolation will always 
fail. Let us all join hands and let multilateral-
ism light our way toward a community with a 
shared future for mankind.

2- China’s Initiative
We should stay committed to openness and in-
clusiveness instead of closeness and exclusion. 
Multilateralism is about having international 
affairs addressed through consultation and the 
future of the world decided by everyone work-
ing together. The right approach is to act on 
the vision of a community with a shared future 
for mankind. We should uphold the common 
values of humanity, i.e. peace, development, 
equity, justice, democracy and freedom, rise 
above ideological prejudice, make the mech-
anisms, principles and policies of our cooper-
ation as open and inclusive as possible, and 
jointly safeguard world peace and stability. 
We should stay committed to international 
law and international rules instead of seeking 
one’s own supremacy. We need to be resolute 
in championing the international rule of law, 
and steadfast in our resolve to safeguard the 
international system centered around the UN 
and the international order based on inter-
national law. Multilateral institutions, which 
provide the platforms for putting multilateral-
ism into action and which are the basic archi-
tecture underpinning multilateralism, should 
have their authority and effectiveness safe-
guarded. “Selective multilateralism” should 
not be our option.
We should stay committed to consultation 
and cooperation instead of conflict and con-
frontation. We should reject the outdated 
Cold War and zero-sum game mentality, ad-
here to mutual respect and accommodation, 
and enhance political trust through strategic 
communication. It is important that we stick 
to the cooperation concept based on mutual 
benefit, say no to narrow-minded, selfish beg-
gar-thy-neighbor policies, and stop unilateral 
practice of keeping advantages in develop-
ment all to oneself. 
We should stay committed to keeping up 

with the times instead of rejecting change. 
The world is undergoing changes unseen in a 
century, and now is the time for major devel-
opment and major transformation. To uphold 
multilateralism in the 21st century, we should 
promote its fine tradition, take on new per-
spectives and look to the future. We need to 
stand by the core values and basic principles of 
multilateralism. We also need to adapt to the 
changing international landscape and respond 
to global challenges as they arise. We need to 
reform and improve the global governance 
system on the basis of extensive consultation 
and consensus-building.

3 - China’s Action
China will continue to take an active part in 
international cooperation on COVID-19. Clos-
er solidarity and cooperation, more informa-
tion sharing, and a stronger global response 
are what we need to defeat COVID-19 across 
the world. It is especially important to scale 
up cooperation on the R&D, production and 
distribution of vaccines and make them public 
goods that are truly accessible and affordable 
to people in all countries. China will continue 
to share its experience with other countries, 
do its best to assist countries and regions that 
are less prepared for the pandemic, and work 
for greater accessibility and affordability of 
COVID vaccines in developing countries. We 
hope these efforts will contribute to an ear-
ly and complete victory over the coronavirus 
throughout the world.
China will continue to implement a win-win 
strategy of opening-up. As a longstanding 
supporter of economic globalization, China is 
committed to following through on its funda-
mental policy of opening-up. China will con-
tinue to promote trade and investment liber-
alization and facilitation, help keep the global 
industrial and supply chains smooth and sta-
ble, and advance high-quality Belt and Road 
cooperation. China will promote institutional 
opening-up that covers rules, regulations, 
management and standards. 

We will foster a business environment that is 
based on market principles, governed by law 
and up to international standards, and unleash 
the potential of the huge China market and 
enormous domestic demand. We hope these 
efforts will bring more cooperation opportuni-
ties to other countries and give further impe-
tus to global economic recovery and growth.
China will continue to promote sustainable 
development. China will fully implement the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. It 
will do more on the ecological front, by trans-
forming and improving its industrial structure 
and energy mix at a faster pace and promoting 
a green, low-carbon way of life and produc-
tion. I have announced China’s goal of striving 
to peak carbon dioxide emissions before 2030 
and achieve carbon neutrality before 2060. 
China will continue to advance science, tech-
nology and innovation. China will invest more 
in science and technology, develop an en-
abling system for innovation as a priority, turn 
breakthroughs in science and technology into 
actual productivity at a faster pace, and en-
hance intellectual property protection, all for 
the purpose of fostering innovation-driven, 
higher-quality growth. China will think and 
act with more openness with regard to inter-
national exchange and cooperation on sci-
ence and technology. We will work with other 
countries to create an open, fair, equitable and 
non-discriminatory environment for scientific 
and technological advancement that is benefi-
cial to all and shared by all.
China will continue to promote a new type of 
international relations. As a steadfast mem-
ber of developing countries, China will further 
deepen South-South cooperation, and con-
tribute to the endeavor of developing coun-
tries to eradicate poverty, ease debt burden, 
and achieve more growth. China will get more 
actively engaged in global economic gover-
nance and push for an economic globalization 
that is more open, inclusive, balanced and 
beneficial to all.
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Chinese President Xi Jinping addressed the Informal Economic Leaders’ Retreat 
of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) held on July 16, 2021. 

Here are some key quotes from Xi’s speech.

Special Supplement on 72nd Anniversary of Founding of the People’s Republic of China

Diplomatic Focus   October 202114 www.diplomaticfocus.org



Diplomatic Focus         October  2021   15www.diplomaticfocus.org



Special Supplement on 72nd Anniversary of Founding of the People’s Republic of China

President Xi Jinping attended the Global 
Health Summit via video link in Beijing 
upon invitation and delivered an import-

ant speech on May 21, 2021. 

To clinch an early victory against COVID-19 and 
restore economic growth remains the top pri-
ority for the international community. we need 
to draw on experience both positive and other-
wise, and lose no time in remedying deficien-
cies, closing loopholes and strengthening weak 
links.

We must put people and their lives first. The 
battle with COVID-19 is one for the people 
and by the people. What has happened proves 
that to completely defeat the virus, we must 
put people’s lives and health front and center, 
demonstrate a great sense of political respon-
sibility and courage, and make extraordinary 
responses to an extraordinary challenge. No ef-
fort must be spared to attend every case, save 
every patient, and truly respect the value and 
dignity of every human life. 

We must follow science-based policies and 
ensure a coordinated and systemic response. 
Faced with this new infectious disease, we 
should advocate the spirit of science, adopt a 
science-based approach, and follow the law of 
science. The fight against COVID-19 is an all-out 
war that calls for a systemic response to coor-
dinate pharmacological and non-pharmaco-
logical interventions, balance targeted routine 
COVID-19 protocols and emergency measures, 
and ensure both epidemic control and so-
cio-economic development. 

We must stick together and promote solidarity 
and cooperation. The pandemic is yet another 
reminder that we humanity rise and fall togeth-
er with a shared future. Confronted by a pan-
demic like COVID-19, we must champion the 
vision of building a global community of health 
for all, tide over this trying time through soli-
darity and cooperation, and firmly reject any at-
tempt to politicize, label or stigmatize the virus. 
We must uphold fairness and equity as we 
strive to close the immunization gap. A year 
ago, I proposed that vaccines should be made 
a global public good. Today, the problem of un-
even vaccination has become more acute. 

We must address both the symptoms and root 
causes as we improve the governance system. 
The pandemic is an extensive test of the global 
health governance system. It is important that 
we strengthen and leverage the role of the UN 
and the WHO and improve the global disease 
prevention and control system to better pre-
vent and respond to future pandemics. It is 
important that we uphold the spirit of exten-
sive consultation, joint contribution and shared 
benefits, fully heed the views of developing 
countries, and better reflect their legitimate 
concerns.

Notwithstanding the limited production capac-
ity and enormous demand at home, China has 
honored its commitment by providing free vac-
cines to more than 80 developing countries in 
urgent need and exporting vaccines to 43 coun-
tries. We have provided 2 billion US dollars in 
assistance for the COVID-19 response and eco-
nomic and social recovery in developing cou-
tries hit by the pandemic. We have sent med-

ical supplies to more than 150 countries and 
13 international organizations, providing more 
than 280 billion masks, 3.4 billion protective 
suits and 4 billion testing kits to the world. Chi-
na is fully implementing the G20 Debt Service 
Suspension Initiative for Poorest Countries and 
has so far put off debt repayment exceeding 1.3 
billion US dollars, the highest deferral amount 
among G20 members.

China will provide an additional 3 billion US 
dollars in international aid over the next three 
years to support COVID-19 response and eco-
nomic and social recovery in other developing 
countries.

Having already supplied 300 million doses of 
vaccines to the world, China will provide still 
more vaccines to the best of its ability.

China supports its vaccine companies in trans-
ferring technologies to other developing coun-
tries and carrying out joint production with 
them.

Having announced support for waiving intellec-
tual property rights on COVID-19 vaccines, Chi-
na also supports the World Trade Organization 
and other international institutions in making 
an early decision on this matter.

China proposes setting up an international fo-
rum on vaccine cooperation for vaccine-devel-
oping and producing countries, companies and 
other stakeholders to explore ways of promot-
ing fair and equitable distribution of vaccines 
around the world.

President Xi’s Remarks at the Global Health 
Summit
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China’s contribution to the global fight against COVID-19
The Report on the Global Use of COVID-19 Vaccines has been jointly released by the Institute 

of the Boao Forum for Asia and the Chongyang Institute for Financial Studies at Renmin 
University of China. It looks at the application of COVID-19 vaccines from a global viewpoint
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Chinese President Xi Jinping attaches 
great importance to the fair and rea-
sonable distribution of COVID-19 vac-

cines across the globe as they are crucial to 
the fight against the pandemic still raging 
worldwide.

Xi has been leading China to fulfill its respon-
sibility as a major country and promoting 
global vaccine cooperation. China has been 
donating vaccines to more than 100 coun-
tries and exporting vaccines to more than 60 
countries ranking first in the world.

Xi has, on various bilateral and multilater-
al occasions, called for closer international 
vaccine cooperation. The following are some 
highlights of his remarks.

May 18, 2020
When addressing the opening of the 73rd 
session of the World Health Assembly via 
video link, Xi said “COVID-19 vaccine de-
velopment and deployment in China, when 
available, will be made a global public good.”
“This will be China’s contribution to ensuring 
vaccine accessibility and affordability in de-
veloping countries,” he added.

Nov. 21, 2020
Addressing the Group of 20 (G20) Riyadh 
Summit via video link, Xi said that China ac-
tively supports and participates in interna-
tional cooperation on COVID-19 vaccines, has 
joined the COVAX facility and stands ready to 
step up cooperation with other countries on 
the research and development, production 
and distribution of vaccines.

May 21, 2021
In a speech delivered at the Global Health 
Summit via video in Beijing, Xi said, “A year 
ago, I proposed that vaccines should be 
made a global public good. Today, the prob-
lem of uneven vaccination has become more 
acute.”

“It is imperative for us to reject vaccine na-
tionalism and find solutions to issues con-
cerning the production capacity and distri-
bution of vaccines, in order to make vaccines 
more accessible and affordable in developing 
countries,” he added.

July 16, 2021
Addressing the Informal Economic Leaders’ 
Retreat of the Asia-Pacific Economic Coop-

eration via video link in Beijing, Xi said that 
overcoming the challenges of its own mass 
vaccination program, China has provided 
more than 500 million doses of vaccines to 
other developing countries, and will provide 
another 3 billion U.S. dollars in internation-
al aid over the next three years to support 
COVID-19 response and economic and social 
recovery in other developing countries.

Aug. 5, 2021
In a written message to the first meeting 
of the International Forum on COVID-19 
Vaccine Cooperation, Xi said that China will 
strive to provide 2 billion COVID-19 vaccine 
doses to the world throughout this year and 
offer 100 million U.S. dollars to COVAX, the 
global COVID-19 vaccine equity scheme, for 
the distribution of vaccines to developing 
countries.

“We are willing to work with the interna-
tional community to promote international 
vaccine cooperation and build a community 
with a shared future for humanity,” he said. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping Calls for International 
Vaccine Cooperation
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President Xi Jinping delivered a speech via video link at 
the Leaders Summit on Climate on April 22, 2021

Here are the key quotes from Xi’s remarks: 
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President Xi Delivers on Olympic Promises

On July 31, 2015, the International Olym-
pic Committee (IOC) awarded the 2022 
Winter Olympics to Beijing, making the 

Chinese capital the first city to host both the 
Summer and Winter Games.

Xi appeared on television hours before IOC 
members cast their votes to personally guar-
antee a “fantastic, extraordinary and excellent 
Olympic Winter Games.” “The 2022 Olympic 
Winter Games, if held in China, will boost ex-
changes and mutual understanding between 
the Chinese and other civilizations of the world, 
encourage more than 1.3 billion Chinese to en-
gage in winter sports with interest and passion, 
and give them yet another opportunity to help 
advance the Olympic movement and promote 
the Olympic spirit,” said Xi.

A long-time sports fan, Xi once pointed out that 
sport is an important way to improve people’s 
health and fulfill their aspirations for a better 
life. That explains why he has pledged to get 
more than 300 million Chinese people on skis 
and skates, and why health has been incorpo-
rated into Beijing’s second Olympic journey.

To make skiing more accessible to the public, 
hundreds of new facilities are being built. Five 
years ago there were only 460 ski resorts in 
China, but by the end of 2019, that figure had 
jumped to 770, according to a white paper on 
China’s winter sports industry.Some 2,000 pri-
mary and secondary schools across the nation 
had included winter sports in their curriculum 
by the end of 2020.

“With these 300 million people engaging in 
winter sports, we can clearly say the history of 
winter sports will be one before Beijing 2022 
and one after the Winter Games in Beijing. So 
it’s really a landmark event for the global de-
velopment of winter sports,” said IOC president 
Thomas Bach.

Scan QR code to Install Beijing 2022 App

IOS Android 
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China’s GDP increased by 12.7 percent year on year through the first half of 2021. 
Last year China is one of the few major economies to register positive growth amid 
the pandemic. China has carried the momentum through the first half of 2021 and 

aimed of the economic expansion of over 6 percent in 2021.
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On July 1, China declared that it has reached its first centennial development goal - building a moderately 
prosperous society, or xiaokang, in all respects and is marching in confident strides toward the second centennial 
goal of building the nation into a great modern socialist country. To decipher what that means in the context of 
where China is now and where it’s heading, the Global Times is publishing a series of multimedia products about 
the achievements under the xiaokang goal in various aspects. This infographic focuses on figures and indexes 

that underscore China’s poverty-eradication miracle. The story has been published on August 20.
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Travelling abroad gains popularity in China
Chinese people top the globe in traveling 

abroad, according to a recently issued 
report on “Globalization and China’s in-

bound & outbound tourism” jointly published 
by the Center for China & Globalization (CCG) 
and China’s leading travel services provider 
Ctrip.
According to the report, outbound Chinese 
trips reached up to 128 million in 2015, which 
accounted for more than 10 percent of the 
global total, making the Chinese mainland the 
largest source of international tourists.
The massive number and strong consumption 
power of Chinese tourists exceed any other 
countries in the world. Chinese tourists spent 
261 billion US dollars abroad last year, making 
up nearly 21 percent of global tourism con-
sumption, according to World Tourism Organi-
zation (UNWTO). 
Based on statistics from China’s Ministry of 
Commerce, half of Chinese tourists’ overseas 
spending went to shopping and have signifi-
cantly benefited tourism destination countries, 
especially Japan, South Korea and Thailand.
According to the Bureau of Exit and Entry Ad-
ministration of the Ministry of Public Security, 
as of March 2017, up to 130 countries and re-
gions have signed visa exemption agreements 
with China. Other incentives include lowering 
visa application requirement, extending visa 
validity and reducing visa application fee.
Some countries, including the US, Canada, 
Australia, Singapore, South Korea, Israel and 
Argentina, even created special visa process 
procedure for Chinese applicants.
Countries along the Belt and Road are gaining 
popularity among Chinese tourists because of 
their proximity, affordability and accessibility.
Compared with the enthusiasm of Chinese peo-
ple traveling abroad, foreigners showed much 

less interest in traveling to the Chinese main-
land.
While the number of outbound departures 
from the Chinese mainland swelled up 312.9 
percent from 2005 to 2015, the inbound tour-
ists only increased 11.2 percent from 2005 to 
2015, far lower than the average 81.3 percent 
in the Asian-Pacific region and also less than 
the 38.9 percent for developed countries and 
57.2 percent for emerging economies.
Also, Chinese mainland’s inbound tourists ac-
counted for 30 percent of the total number 
of the Asia-Pacific in 2005, but the proportion 
lowered to 20 percent ten years later.
The consumption of foreign tourists is only 
one-fifth of Chinese tourists’ spending abroad. 
While Chinese people spend more on shopping, 
around 40 percent of foreigners’ expenditures 
were used on long-distance transportation.
The report concluded that Chinese tourism in-
dustry needs to do more to promote tourism 
destinations abroad, facilitate foreign visitors’ 
visa application, and enhance China’s tourism 
services to reduce the tourism deficit.
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On June 5, 2021, President Xi Jinping sent a congratulatory letter to the World Environment Day 
events held in Islamabad, Pakistan.
Xi Jinping pointed out, this year marks the launch of the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration. 

The World Environment Day events held in Pakistan under the theme of ecosystem restoration are of 
great significance.
Xi Jinping emphasized, Earth is humanity’s shared home, and a sound ecosystem is essential for the 
prosperity of civilizations. The human race should respect nature, and follow its law, protect it, and en-
deavor to foster a new relationship where humans and nature can both prosper and live in harmony. Cli-
mate change, biodiversity loss, worsening desertification and frequent extreme weather events have all 
posed severe challenges to human survival and development. The world is a community with a shared 
future where everyone is in the same boat. The international community should work together with 
unprecedented ambition and action to strive for a fair and reasonable system of global environmental 
governance featuring win-win cooperation and promote the sustainable development of humanity.
Xi said, the Chinese civilization has always valued harmony between humans and nature. Ecological 
conservation has been incorporated into China’s overall plan for building socialism with Chinese char-
acteristics. As a participant, contributor and trailblazer in global ecological conservation, China is firmly 
committed to putting multilateralism into action and defending the international system with the UN at 
its core and the international order underpinned by international law so as to enhance global environ-
mental governance. China will host the 15th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention 
on Biological Diversity later this year. China stands ready to discuss and draw up plans together with all 
parties for ecological conservation, inject new impetus into global environmental governance, foster a 
community of life for man and nature, and jointly build a clean and beautiful world.

The United Nations designated June 5 as World Environment Day in 1972. The UN Environment 
Programme selects a member state every year to hold celebration events. The theme of this 

year’s World Environment Day 2021 is ecosystem restoration.

Xi Jinping 
Sends Congratulatory Letter 

to 
World Environment Day Events
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Xi Jinping 
Exchanges Messages of 
Congratulations with Pakistani 
President Arif Alvi on the 70th 
Anniversary of the Establishment of China-Pakistan 
Diplomatic Relations 

On May 21, 2021, President Xi Jinping exchanged congratulatory messages with Pakistani Presi-
dent Arif Alvi on the 70th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic ties between China and 
Pakistan.

Xi Jinping pointed out in his message that China and Pakistan are all-weather strategic cooperative 
partners and firmly support each other on issues concerning their respective core interests and major 
concerns. The mutual trust and friendship between the two countries have withstood the test of the 
changing international landscape over the past 70 years and always remained rock solid. In recent years, 
with joint efforts of both sides, the construction of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) has 
achieved remarkable results, bringing important benefits to the two peoples and adding strong impe-
tus to regional prosperity. In the face of the COVID-19 pandemic, China and Pakistan have shared weal 
and woe and helped each other sincerely, and the two countries’ ironclad friendship has been further 
upgraded.
Xi Jinping stressed that I highly value the development of China-Pakistan relations and am willing to 
work with you to deepen strategic communication and practical cooperation, promote the high-quality 
operation of the CPEC, and jointly build a closer China-Pakistan community with a shared future in the 
new era for the benefit of both countries and our people. May China-Pakistan friendship flourish 
forever.
Alvi said in his message that over the past 70 years, Pakistan and China have always maintained solidar-
ity, mutual trust, mutual respect and mutual support through thick and thin. Under the strong leader-
ship of President Xi, Pakistan-China relations have grown stronger, more solid and dynamic than ever 
before. The Pakistani side thanks China for its valuable support for the country in combating COVID-19 
and is ready to work closely with China to ensure the success of the celebrations marking the 70th 

anniversary of the establishment of bilateral diplomatic ties. Pakistan will work to help the peo-
ple of the two countries better understand the depth, breadth and vitality of the bilateral 

relations, strive to build the CPEC into a model project of high-quality development of 
Belt and Road cooperation, and build an even closer Pakistan-China community with a 

shared future in the new era.
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Xi Jinping 

Sends Message of Sympathy 
    to 
Pakistani President Arif Alvi 

BEIJING, April 2 (Xinhua) -- Chinese President Xi Jinping on Thursday sent a mes-

sage of sympathy to Pakistani President Arif Alvi over the latter’s 

infection with COVID-19, wishing him an early recovery.

In the message, Xi stressed that China and Pakistan are all-weather strategic 

cooperative partners, and that the Chinese government and people will always stand 

firmly with their Pakistani counterparts to beat the pandemic shoulder to shoulder.

The Chinese president said he attaches great importance to the development of 

China-Pakistan relations, and is ready to work with President Alvi to push forward the 

building of a closer China-Pakistan community with a shared future for the benefit of 

both countries and their people.
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Li Keqiang 

Exchanges Messages of Congratulations with Pakistani 
Prime Minister Imran Khan on the 70th Anniversary of the 

Establishment of China-Pakistan  Diplomatic Relations

On May 21, 2021, Primer Li Keqiang exchanged congratulatory messages with 

Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan on the 70th anniversary of the establish-

ment of diplomatic ties between China and Pakistan.

Li said in his message that China has always prioritized Pakistan in its foreign policy, and 

is ready to work with Pakistan to lift the all-weather strategic cooperative partnership 

to a higher level in the next 70 years.

Imran said in his message that the Pakistani government is firmly committed to speed-

ing up the construction of the CPEC and is willing to work with China to push for further 

development of the all-weather strategic cooperative partnership between the two 

countries, so as to create a better future for the two peoples.
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On May 21, 2021, Vice President Wang 
Qishan attended a reception marking 
the 70th anniversary of the establish-

ment of diplomatic ties between China and 
Pakistan in Beijing, and met with Pakistani Am-
bassador to China Moin ul Haque.
Wang Qishan said, the friendship between the 
two nations goes back to ancient times. Since 
the establishment of diplomatic ties 70 years 
ago, no matter how the international situation 
has changed, China and Pakistan have always 
stood firmly together. In 2015, President Xi Jin-
ping paid a historic state visit to Pakistan. The 
leaders of the two countries jointly upgrad-
ed China-Pakistan relations to an all-weather 
strategic cooperative partnership, opening a 
new chapter in the development of bilateral 
relations. Inheriting and carrying forward the 
all-weather friendship between China and Paki-
stan and conducting strategic cooperation at a 
higher level, with a wider scope and at a deep-
er level are not only in the common interests 
of the two countries and their people, but are 

On May 15, 2021, State Councilor 
and Foreign Minister Wang Yi had a 
phone conversation with Pakistani 

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi.
Wang Yi said, the all-weather strategic co-
operative partnership between China and 
Pakistan is unique. Over the past 70 years 
since the establishment of diplomatic ties, 
the two sides have firmly supported each 
other on issues concerning each other’s 
core interests. China-Pakistan relations 
have become a model of friendly cooper-
ation between countries. He expects China 
and Pakistan to take the opportunity of the 
70th anniversary of the establishment of 
diplomatic ties to open up a brighter pros-
pect for bilateral relations.
Wang Yi stressed that China will continue 
to stand firmly with Pakistan in the face 
of the pandemic until Pakistan completely 
wins the battle against the pandemic. Chi-
na has always given priority to Pakistan in 
its vaccine cooperation, and stands ready 
to provide more support to Pakistan in its 
fight against the pandemic and provide 
maximum convenience for Pakistan’s pur-
chase of anti-pandemic materials in China. 
China is ready to work with Pakistan to 
step up efforts to implement the outcomes 
of the video conference of foreign minis-

ters of China, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka on COVID-19 
and play a bigger role in regional economic 
recovery.
Wang Yi said that the hasty withdrawal of 
U.S. troops from Afghanistan has severe-
ly impacted the Afghan domestic peace 
process and negatively affected regional 
stability. Under such circumstances, China 
expects the United Nations to play its due 
role, the Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion to pay more attention to the situation, 
and Afghanistan’s neighbors to strength-
en communication, speak with one voice 
and take coordinated actions. Pakistan has 
an important traditional influence on the 
Afghan issue. China recognizes and appre-
ciates Pakistan’s efforts to achieve peace 
in Afghanistan and calls for all parties in 
Afghanistan to reach a political arrange-
ment acceptable to all sides under the “Af-
ghan-led and Afghan-owned” framework 
and jointly seek a development path suited 
to Afghanistan’s national conditions. Un-
der the current circumstances, China and 
Pakistan should continue to strengthen 
strategic coordination in order to exert a 
more positive influence on the peace pro-
cess in Afghanistan and jointly safeguard 
regional peace and stability.

Qureshi congratulated on the landing of 
China’s Tianwen-1 probe on Mars, and 
said bilateral relations have achieved 
fruitful results since the establishment of 
diplomatic ties. Pakistan hopes to jointly 
celebrate the 70th anniversary of the es-
tablishment of diplomatic ties between 
the two countries and push forward the 
all-weather strategic cooperative partner-
ship with China. The Pakistani side thanked 
China for its strong support for Pakistan’s 
fight against COVID-19 and hopes to con-
tinue to enhance anti-pandemic coopera-
tion with China. 
Pakistan appreciates the joint statement on 
the Afghan issue issued at the China+Cen-
tral Asia Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, and 
maintains that U.S. and NATO troops 
should leave Afghanistan in an orderly and 
responsible manner, and supports Afghan-
istan’s neighboring countries in playing a 
bigger role in pushing forward the peace 
process in Afghanistan. Pakistan stands 
ready to strengthen communication and 
coordination with China under the frame-
work of such mechanisms as Pakistan-Chi-
na-Afghanistan trilateral dialogue to jointly 
push forward the peace and reconciliation 
process in Afghanistan.

Wang Yi Speaks with Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi 
on the Phone

Wang Qishan Attends the Reception Marking the 70th Anniversary of the 
Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between China and Pakistan 

also conducive to lasting stability and common 
prosperity in the region. China is willing to work 
with Pakistan to take the 70th anniversary of 
the establishment of diplomatic relations as 
an opportunity to build a closer China-Pakistan 
community with a shared future in the new era 
and push the China-Pakistan friendship to a 
higher level.

Haque said that the 70th anniversary of Paki-
stan-China diplomatic relations is an important 
milestone, and the friendship with China is a 
matter of national consensus within Pakistan. 
Pakistan is ready to continue to firmly support 
each other with China, and join hands to usher 
in the next brand new 70 years.
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Wang Yi Hosts Video Conference of Foreign Ministers of China, Afghani-
stan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka on COVID-19 

On April 27, 2021, foreign ministers of 
China, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Ne-
pal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka jointly held 

a video conference on COVID-19. State Coun-
cilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi hosted the 
conference, which was attended by Afghan 
acting Foreign Minister Mohammed Haneef 
Atmar, Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi, Nepali Foreign Minister Pradeep 
Kumar Gyawali, Sri Lankan Foreign Minister 
Dinesh Gunawardena, and Bangladesh’s For-
eign Minister A.K. Abdul Momen.
Wang Yi said, the six countries are good neigh-
bors living in harmony, good partners along 
the course of development, and good brothers 
sharing weal and woe. Faced with the sudden 
outbreak of the COVID-19, we worked togeth-
er to fight the pandemic, protect the life and 
health of people, maintain public health and 
safety, boost economic growth, and jointly ad-
vance Belt and Road cooperation.
Wang Yi expressed, China also invited India 
to attend the meeting. China expresses deep 
sympathy for the raging pandemic in India and 
extends sincere condolences to the Indian peo-
ple. China is ready to provide support and assis-
tance to the Indian people at any time accord-
ing to the needs of India. He hopes the meeting 
will help India fight against the pandemic. China 
will uphold the concept of a community with 
a shared future for mankind, stand firmly with 
the people of South Asian countries, and join 
hands and unite as one until all countries in the 
region eventually prevail over the pandemic.
Wang Yi expressed, now a new wave of the 
pandemic is wreaking havoc, and countries in 
South Asia are confronted with new shocks and 
challenges. Thus, China is willing to put forth 
the following proposals for strengthening an-
ti-pandemic cooperation of the six countries:
First, we should consolidate consensus on co-
operation against the COVID-19. We should 
carry forward of the Oriental tradition of “good 
neighborliness” and demonstrate a firm resolve 
to jointly fight against the virus. We should fo-
cus on the urgent tasks of pandemic contain-
ment and economic recovery, explore diverse 
approaches to address the pandemic, and con-
vey the clear signal of sharing weal and woe and 
sticking together in times of difficulty, instilling 
confidence of prevailing over the pandemic at 
an early date. We should continue to oppose at-
tempts of labeling the virus and politicizing the 
pandemic to prevent interference in interna-
tional anti-pandemic cooperation. We should 
continue to support the WHO in playing a due 
role in global cooperation against COVID-19 
and all countries should work together to build 
a global community of health for all.
Second, we should deepen practical cooper-

ation in fighting against the COVID-19. Chi-
na is willing to promote vaccine cooperation 
with other countries through flexible methods 
such as free aid, commercial procurement, 
and filling and production of vaccines, under 
the framework of the six-country cooperation 
mechanism, so that people in South Asia are 
accessible to more diversified and stable vac-
cine supplies. Currently, we should explore 
multiple forms of cooperation based on the 
spreading directions of virus variants to contain 
the spreading of the variants. China is also will-
ing to establish a China-South Asia emergency 
supplies reserve through friendly consultations 
with all parties based on the proposals from all 
countries.
Third, we should promote post-pandemic eco-
nomic recovery. China wishes to implement 
the “fast tracks” to facilitate essential travels 
and accelerate the unimpeded transport of 
goods through “green channels”. We should 
expand cooperation in new business forms 
such as digital economy, promote high-quality 
Belt and Road cooperation, and help countries 
in the region march on the “fast lane” of eco-
nomic recovery. China proposes to establish a 
China-South Asia poverty reduction and devel-
opment cooperation center to exchange expe-
rience and good practices in poverty reduction 
with other countries, and hold a China-South 
Asia forum on rural e-commerce poverty reduc-
tion cooperation as a new platform for poverty 
reduction in the third quarter of this year.
Fourth, we should maintain an international 
and regional environment that is conducive to 
the development of all countries. China will 
stand firmly by justice and go with the historical 
trend of development. It will work with coun-
tries in the region to defend the international 
system with the UN at its core and the inter-
national order underpinned by international 
law, and resist illegal acts of interfering in other 

countries’ internal affairs and coercing other 
countries to choose sides, jointly upholding 
harmony and tranquility in the region and be-
yond.
The foreign ministers of other five countries 
actively supported the important proposals put 
forth by Wang Yi. They appreciate China’s mate-
rial and technical assistance to other countries, 
reiterate the WHO should continue to play an 
active role in global anti-pandemic coopera-
tion, and oppose politicizing the pandemic. The 
five sides hold the view that vaccines should be 
distributed in a fair and just principle instead of 
being monopolized by a handful of countries 
to avoid “vaccine divide”, and speak highly of 
China’s efforts to achieve vaccine accessibility 
and affordability in developing countries. The 
five parties supported the important propos-
als of setting up a China-South Asia emergency 
supplies reserve, and a poverty reduction and 
development cooperation center, and holding a 
forum on rural e-commerce poverty reduction 
cooperation. The five countries are willing to 
work with China to deepen Belt and Road co-
operation, maintain the stability and security 
of the industrial and supply chains, strengthen 
cooperation in non-traditional security areas 
such as poverty reduction and food, and dis-
cuss measures to facilitate personnel exchange 
and commodity circulation based on the regu-
lar pandemic prevention and control. All parties 
agreed to defend the UN-centered internation-
al system and the international order under-
pinned by international law, oppose unilateral 
bullying, interference in others’ internal affairs, 
and double standard, and maintain peace, sta-
bility, openness, inclusiveness and cooperation 
of the region.
The six foreign ministers issued a joint state-
ment on cooperation against the pandemic af-
ter the meeting.
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On July 24, 2021, State Councilor 
and Foreign Minister Wang Yi held 
the 3rd round of China-Pakistan 

Foreign Ministers’ Strategic Dialogue with 
Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi in Chengdu, Sichuan Province.

Wang Yi said that since China and Paki-
stan set up diplomatic ties 70 years ago, 
the two countries have worked together 
to overcome many difficulties and obsta-
cles, defeated various risks and challenges, 
forged an ironclad friendship, and estab-
lished an all-weather strategic partnership 
of cooperation. 

A high degree of mutual trust, mutual assis-
tance, seeking peace and promoting devel-
opment together are the most distinctive 
features of China-Pakistan relations, and 

Wang Yi and Shah Mahmood Qureshi Hold the 
3rd Round of China-Pakistan Foreign Ministers’ 

Strategic Dialogue
the greatest strength in moving forward 
together. Over the past year, the China-Pa-
kistan friendship has stood up to the test 
of major changes and a global pandemic 
unseen in a century. The facts have prov-
en once again that China and Pakistan are 
the most reliable good neighbors, friends, 
brothers and partners to each other, and 
the friendship between the two countries 
is unbreakable. 

China is willing to work with Pakistan to 
take the 70th anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations as an oppor-
tunity to accelerate the construction of a 
closer community with a shared future in 
the new era, bring more benefits to the 
two peoples, and make greater contribu-
tions to regional stability and prosperity.

Wang Yi said that China appreciates Paki-
stan’s strong support on the issues con-
cerning China’s core interests. China also 
firmly supports Pakistan in safeguarding its 
national sovereignty, security and develop-
ment interests, exploring a development 
path that suits its national conditions, and 
playing a greater role in the regional and 
global arena. 

China has always prioritized the anti-pan-
demic cooperation, especially vaccine co-
operation with Pakistan, and will continue 
to increase vaccine support to Pakistan. 
China appreciates Pakistan’s efforts to 
submit a joint letter to Director-General of 
the World Health Organization and explic-
itly oppose politicization of the origin-trac-
ing. China is ready to work with Pakistan 
and the international community to bring 

Special Supplement on 72nd Anniversary of Founding of the People’s Republic of China

Diplomatic Focus   October 202154 www.diplomaticfocus.org



the origin-tracing back to a scientific and 
correct track and maintain global unity in 
COVID-19 responses. 

Both sides need to carry out the high-qual-
ity construction of the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor, enhance cooperation 
in infrastructure, information technology, 
agriculture, people’s livelihood and other 
fields, and expand the Economic Corridor 
to the whole region.

Qureshi expressed condolences to Chi-
na regarding the severe floods in Henan 
Province. He said that China is Pakistan’s 
long-standing strategic partner. Strength-
ening the ironclad Pakistan-China friend-

ship is the common understanding of the 
whole country and the basis of Pakistan’s 
foreign policies. In the face of the major 
global changes, it is indispensable to en-
hance the coordination and cooperation 
between Pakistan and China. 

Pakistan thanks China for its valuable sup-
port for Pakistan’s fight against the pan-
demic, and condemns all smears against 
China. Pakistan is ready to join hands with 
China and firmly support each other on 
the issues concerning the core interests of 
both sides, jointly respond to possible chal-
lenges and lift bilateral relations to a new 
level. Pakistan fully agrees with China’s 
position in the origin-tracing and believes 

that the origin-tracing must be conducted 
with a scientific attitude. The Pakistan-Chi-
na Economic Corridor has been supported 
by all Pakistanis. 

He hopes that greater results will be 
achieved in the construction of the Eco-
nomic Corridor. Pakistan is willing to work 
closely with China to push forward Afghan-
istan’s peace and reconciliation process 
and promote its peace and stability.

The two sides also exchanged in-depth 
views on international and regional issues 
of common concern.
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Handed over the Chinese vaccine to H.E. Shah Mahmood Qureshi, Foreign Minister of Pakistan. China has honored its commitment to make 
the vaccines global public goods. Proud to announce Pakistan is the first country to receive the Chinese government donated vaccine.

Planting a DEODAR in Chinese embassy, jointly with H.E. Sohail Mahmood, Foreign Secretary of Pakistan, to celebrate 70th 
anniversary of China-Pakistan diplomatic ties, and everlasting friendship between our two countries.

Groundbreaking ceremony of North Free Zone & other 5 projects in Gwadar, together with H.E. 
Imran Khan and his team. Hope the 3000 sets of solar unit aid & 5000-ton per day sea water desalination plant will benefit the 

local people soon.
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China Three Gorges’s 2nd Phase Wind Power located in Thatta 
District, Sindh, has generated total electricity of 550 GWh since com-

mercial operation in 2018, with a total of 230,000 tons coal saving 
and equivalent to 550,000 metric tons CO2 emissions reduction.

China Aid brings better education and better future! Wish the children 
in Khyber District could enjoy the newly built classrooms at the earliest. 

The first 10 million ridership of Lahore Orange Line Metro. 

Port Qasim Coal-fired Power Plant is an excellent example of 
China-Pakistan-Qatar cooperation under CPEC framework. It is 

producing clean energy with low tariff. Motivated for more fruit-
ful and high quality development of CPEC with all friends.

The first batch of vaccines provided to COVAX by China is being 
shipped to Pakistan. China will donate $100 million to the COVAX 

Facility for distributing vaccines to developing countries. Our 
commitment: making vaccines a global public good, and put Pakistan 

as our priority.
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China-Pakistan Students Drawing Contest online ceremony. Congratulations to 500 prize winners from middle schools of our two 
countries. A great gift to the 70th anniversary of China-Pakistan Diplomatic relations.

Truly impressed by the magnificent building of Faisal Mosque. Glad to meet Dr. Muhmammad Ilyas and other distinguished 
religious scholars. Cultural exchange is the key to better mutual understanding.

Chinese DA Major General Chen Wenrong and Pakistani Lieutenant General Nigar Johar witnessed the signing of Handover 
Certificate for Chinese vaccines at Nur Khan AB.
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Inauguration ceremony for issuance of commemorative coin of 70th 
Anniversary of Sino-Pak Diplomatic Relations with Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshii and Governor State Bank Dr Reza Baqir. A 
good reflection of 70 years of unique friendship and cooperation.

CPHGC is a priority project of CPEC. So far, it has spent nearly 130 
million Rupees on Corporation Social Responsibility, including 

donating a Floating Jetty at Allana Goth, a school of the Citizen’s 
Foundation in Gaddani and a football ground at a local school in Hub.

Opening Ceremony of Haier HNR Home Appliance Testing Laboratory. 
Hoping the Haier-Ruba Economic Zone plays a leading role in promot-

ing industrial cooperation between the two countries.

The successful lifting of the 1st Rotor of Karot Hydropower Station, 
a CPEC energy project with 720MW capacity. Upon completion, 

the project will provide more than 3.2 billion kWh of clean energy 
each year, promoting socio-economic development in Pakistan.

The great moment of the launching of high power 
transmission for CPEC Matiari-Lahore HVDC Transmission 
project. A brand new artery to transmit the power from 

south to north.

Visit China Window in Peshawar.
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200 oxygen concentrators donated by the Chinese People’s Association for friendship with Foreign Countries and China-Pakistan 
Friendship Association have arrived in Islamabad and handed over to Lieutenant General Akhtar Nawaz, Chairman of National 

Disaster Management Authority.

Cake cutting ceremony with Foreign Secretary H.E. Sohail Mahmood and colleagues from MOFA to celebrate the 70th anniversary 
of the establishment of China-Pakistan diplomatic relations. Let’s work closely together for more fruitful cooperation. 
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Pakistan Armed Forces and PLA : Brothers in Arms

August 1st, 2021 marks the 94th 
anniversary of the People’s Libra-
tion Army (PLA). This occasion also 

brings to the fore the tremendous sacrific-
es made by the brave people of China un-
der the leadership of the CPC in pursuing 
their dreams through a united front and 
unyielding struggles, which has certainly 
set a glorious precedent to follow. It goes 
without saying, how deep and resolute are 
the relations between Pakistan and China 
which have withstood all tests of time. 

The strong bilateral relationship is based 
on mutual trust and respect, and both 
countries have been devoted friends over 

the decades. Undoubtedly, Pak-China re-
lationship is sweeter than honey, high-
er than the Himalayas and deeper than 
oceans. The rest of the world takes this 
relationship as iconic, and both nations are 
indeed proud of it. 

China-Pakistan all-weather strategic part-
nership will further elevate in the dawn-
ing era. Recent strides in the relationship, 
particularly the holistic concept of the Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic Corridor – the Game 
Changer mega project speaks volumes 
about the constructive engagement that 
both states seek with each other. There is 
no doubt that actualization of this concept 

will see both our nations progressing even 
faster and maximizing the dividends of our 
geo-strategic location as well as geo-eco-
nomic potential. 

Regarding the Military-to-Military relation-
ship, Pakistan Army Forces and the PLA 
form the bedrock of the overall strategic 
partnership. PLA stands today as one of the 
best armies of the world and we are proud 
to be brothers in arms. Commenmoration 
of 94th Anniversary of PLA in GHQ signifies 
the importance Pakistan Army attaches to 
the strong and enduring ties with the PLA. 
Long Live Pak-China Friendship.

Diplomatic Focus         October  2021   61www.diplomaticfocus.org



Building CPEC with Karakoram Spirit
China Road and Bridge Corporation (CRBC), 

as the witness, constructive participant 
& active contributor of China-Pakistan 

friendship, has undertaken a series of me-
ga-projects consecutively in Pakistan since the 
1960s. Starting from the China-Pakistan Friend-
ship Highway and also the only land connec-
tion between China and Pakistan which is the 
Karakoram Highway, the strong will of Kara-
koram spirit has not faded over the years but 
has continued to shine by KKH Improvement 
Project (Raikot-Khunjerab), KKH Realignment at 
Attaabad Barrier Lake Project, and KKH Phase-II 
(Havelian-Thakot) Project.

KKH, the highest altitude international highway 
in the world, winds through the mountains of 
the Kashmir region in northern Pakistan, cross-
ing the Karakorum, the Hindu Kush and the 
Himalaya Mountains and the Pamir Plateau, 
with the highest point at the Khunjerab Pass 
at 4,733m and the lowest point at the Thakot 
Bridge at 460m, known as the Eighth Wonder of 
the World. In 1979, the project was completed 
and was described by people in two countries 
as a miracle. Under the extreme environment 
of frequent disasters, facing difficult situation 
of no large machinery, no auxiliary equipment, 
22,000 constructors devoted themselves to the 
KKH with more than 700 souls lay on the moun-
tains. It not only achieved interconnection be-
tween China and Pakistan by land, but also be-
came the starting point and gateway of today’s 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). 

Special Supplement on 72nd Anniversary of Founding of the People’s Republic of China

The KKH, carrying the friendship between China 
and Pakistan after nearly thirty years, has suf-
fered serious damages due to the poor geolog-
ical conditions and frequent natural disasters in 
the region, especially the massive earthquake in 
October 2005. In 2008, CRBC continued to work 
on the glorious KKH and started implementing 
the KKH Improvement Project (Raikot-Khunjer-
ab). During the project execution, CRBC had 
overcome difficulties and disasters like floods, 
avalanches, earthquakes, landslides, sectari-
an conflicts, stoppages, and etc. in less than 
two years to complete the construction task. 
While in the key period of early completion, in 
January 2010, a massive landslide cast a heavy 
shadow on the implementation of the project. 

The mega landslide quickly blocked the river, 
followed by the formation of a high mountain 
weir with a volume of more than four times the 
West Lake in Hangzhou China at the throat of 
the KKH within a few months. The weir com-
pletely interrupted the Karakorum Highway, cut 
off the land traffic between China and Pakistan, 
and the possible collapse of it threatened the 
lives and property of hundreds of thousands 
of Pakistani people downstream. Holding the 
KKH spirit, CRBC immediately completed the 
risk prevention and control plan based on mul-
tiple studies and conducted the Realignment of 
KKH at Attaabad Barrier Lake. In 2015, against 
all odds, CRBC helped the KKH opened to traffic 
again and won various engineering awards. 
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In 2016, KKH Phase II (Havelian-Thakot) lifted 
the new page of the friendship highway. Since 
President Xi Jinping proposed the Belt and Road 
Initiative in 2013, the China-Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor (CPEC), as the flagship of the Belt 
and Road Initiative has received great attention 
from the Chinese and Pakistani governments. 
CRBC, guided by the KKH spirit, took the lead to 
the KKH Phase II (Havelian-Thakot), which is the 
transport infrastructure project with the worst 
construction conditions, the most challenging 
technical difficulties and the most significance 
under the CPEC. To meet the common needs of 
China and Pakistan in the context of the new 
era, CRBC bearded a high sense of mission 
and responsibility, addressed the challenges 
of land acquisition and demolition, landslides, 
and safety issues. The opening inauguration 
ceremony of the expressway section was held 
on November 18, 2019 in the presence of the 
Prime Minister of Pakistan and the Chinese 
Ambassador to Pakistan, and the Class-II sec-
tion was successfully completed and opened 
to traffic on July 28, 2020. The TOC was issued 
on December 16, 2020. The project has been 
completed on time with a record-high quality, 
which enabled CRBC to receive wide apprecia-
tions from both the Pakistani government and 
people at all levels.

The project has significantly improved the local 
traffic conditions, accelerated the development 
and utilization of resources along the project 
route, promoted local economic and social 
development, effectively supported the con-
struction of the road network, transportation 
infrastructure, and urbanization in Pakistan, In 
addition, the KKH Phase II project also plays a 
significant role in strengthening Pakistan’s in-
ternational trade relations with neighboring 
countries and Central Asian countries, main-
taining social stability, consolidating national 
defense, improving the investment environ-
ment, and enhancing China-Pakistan economic 
and trade cooperation.

As the CPEC constructs, the KKH, as the gateway 
to the CPEC is also playing an increasingly signif-
icant role in promoting the mutual integration 
of China-Pakistan trade, energy, communica-
tions, and other corridor projects. The KKH is 
the fruit of many years of cooperation between 
China and Pakistan, is an indispensable “back-
bone”. CRBC will continue to build blocks to 
the sustainable development of China-Pakistan 
friendship, and guard and practice the glorious 
KKH spirit with practical actions.
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Introduction of Rashakai Special Economic Zone

Introduction of Rashakai SEZ
Rashakai SEZ is located in KP Province, Paki-
stan, adjacent to M-1 and at the intersection 

of  three CPEC alignments. It is 60 km to the east 
of Peshawar where may directly connects Af-
ghanistan, and 90 km to the west of Islamabad. 
Rashakai SEZ is committed to developing com-
prehensive industry park, international com-
merce and trade mall, hi-tech park and logistic 
park, and developing machinery & equipment 
manufacturing, home appliance, food process-
ing, textile & leather processing, furniture & 
building materials, warehouse & logistics, steel 
making and other supporting industries. 

On April 28, 2019, the Concessional Agreement 
for Rashakai SEZ was successfully signed with 
the witnesses of Chinese Premier Li Keqiang 
and Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan. On 
May 26, 2019, Chinese Vice President Wang 
Qishan and Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Kan 
jointly inaugurated the Rashakai SEZ. 

Its investment amount is $128 million with 30 
years’ concession period. The total planned 
area of Rashakai SEZ is 406.74 hectares and 
planned to be developed in three phases where 
Phase I is 100 hectares. The construction works 
covers water supply and drainage, effluent 
treatment, road, power supply, telecommu-
nication, gas supply, the supporting civil engi-
neering works and etc. 

The significance of Rashakai SEZ
Rashakai SEZ is committed to serving the peo-
ple between Pakistan and China, leading the 
industrial cooperation between both coun-
tries, facilitating the high-quality development 
of CPEC. In addition, Rashakai SEZ will be the 
major transit station in the sub-regional trade 
cooperation between China, Afghanistan, Tajik-
istan and Middle East countries. 

As the first CPEC-SEZ jointly developed by Pa-
kistan and China through the establishment 
of Joint Venture---RSEZDOC, its successful im-
plementation will demonstrate the exemplary 
mode for investment cooperation between 
both countries. Rashakai SEZ will contribute 
thousands of job opportunities for locals, at-
tract numbers of leading Chinese enterprises 
in collaborating with local counterparts to im-
prove and strengthen the local industrial ca-
pacity and national export capacity. And the 
most important, through the implementation 
of Rashakai SEZ, it will greatly promote the cul-
tural and people-to-people exchange, obtain 
the material benefits by locals, and solidity the 
trust and friendship between common people 
of both countries.

 The advantages of Rashakai SEZ 
a)Security assurance: i.Rashakai SEZ adopts 
completely close-circuit management, where 
the watch towers are built on the boundary 
walls and equipped with infrared monitoring 
system. ii.Provision of three-tier security pro-
tection: Special Security Division (SSD) respon-
sible for the outermost security. Local police 
facilitate SSD to ensure the security. Private se-
curity in charge of the round-clock security, and 
now the three tiers security forces are in posi-
tion, which will make Rashakai the most secure 
industrial zone in Pakistan.

b)Incentives: i.One-time exemption for custom 
duties and taxes on import of capital goods. 
ii.Exemption from all taxes on income for zone 
enterprises commencing commercial produc-
tion for 10 years. iii.99 years’ land lease-use 
right and land payment by three installments 
within 2.5 years. iv.Allowing foreign investors 
to hold 100% shareholding. v.Allowing the free 
fund/capital repatriation by the foreign inves-
tors. 

As the first industrial zone invested and oper-
ated by a Chinese company under CPEC Frame-

Speech delivered by Chinese Ambassador at the Launching Ceremony of Rashakai SEZ
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work, both governments are consulting to draw 
up more incentives for zone enterprises. 

Marketing activities and the inspection by Chinese 
Ambassador and Pakistan’s senior officers. 

 
a)Serving the private companies to go globe 
and hold Rahsakai SEZ roadshow in Zhejiang 
Province. 

On April 22, 2021, Rashakai SEZ held the poli-
cy briefing on serving the private companies in 
Zhejiang and Roadshow for Rashakai SEZ. More 
than 150 renowned entrepreneurs physically 
attended the meeting and more than 1000 en-
trepreneurs attended the meeting on-line, to 
jointly pursue the private enterprises’ power 
on the path of CEPC high-quality development.
Rashakai SEZ, as the pilot milestone project on 
Belt & Road Initiative as well as the industrial 
cooperation between China and Pakistan, pro-
vides the new platform and new opportunity 
for private enterprises via going-global and 
participation of the international cooperation 
to participate the CPEC construction. The par-
ticipating enterprises and the marketing team 
of Rashakai SEZ had in-depth communication 
during the activity, and lots of enterprises ex-
pressed strong interests to invest in Pakistan.

b)Chinese Ambassador visited Rashakai SEZ
On April 19, 2021, Chinese Ambassador Nong 
Rong visited Rashakai SEZ and attended the 
special coordinating meeting for Rashakai SEZ, 
and urged the concerned parties to solve the 
existing issues and work out incentives & mech-
anism for Rahshakai SEZ.

On May 28, 2021, Pakistani Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan inaugurated the groundbreaking cer-
emony of Rashakai SEZ. Chinese Ambassador 
Nong Rong and Mr Sun Yaoguo, Chief Engineer 

of CRBC attended the ceremony. 
  
Currently, its internal roads have taken shape, 
and the main gate, reception center and admin-
istration building are under construction. One 
large-scale steel enterprise has investment in 
Rashakai SEZ and mobilized its plant construc-
tion. 

The external supporting facilities are under 
construction, where the power for construc-
tion (zone and plants construction) has been 
put into service, the construction of 132KV 
transmission line with the capacity of 210MW 
power is almost completed, the construction of 
external access road has been completed and 
gas access is under construction. 

Prime Minister Imran Khan delivering a speech at the Launching Ceremony of Rashakai SEZ 

The plant construction of M/s Century Steel in Rashakai SEZ

The plant construction of M/s Century Steel in Rashakai SEZ

Diplomatic Focus         October  2021   65www.diplomaticfocus.org



Special Supplement on 72nd Anniversary of Founding of the People’s Republic of China

Challenge Special Economic Zone, the first 
Chinese private invested export oriented SEZ

In Pakistan, one of the answers to the coun-
try’s persistent economic problems that 
many have touted as game changing are Spe-

cial Economic Zones (SEZs).  SEZs are designat-
ed areas in which the business and trade laws 
are different from the rest of the country. SEZs 
are located within a country’s national borders, 
and their aims include increased trade balance, 
employment, increased investment, job cre-
ation and effective administration. 

Again, this is the textbook definition of SEZs. In 
Pakistan, the reason they are even more import-
ant are because they are at the center of the 
China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). The 
SEZs along CPEC routes and at crucial points, 
particularly in the North, not only have differ-
ent laws, but have been massive undertakings 
in setting up infrastructure, housing, power, 
markets, communication systems, and anything 
else that might be needed to turn these SEZs 
into juggernauts of economic growth. 

These SEZs are supposed to give Pakistan a new 
industrial identity, in which the country is sup-
posed to stand side by side with Chinese com-
panies to embark on exciting new economic 
activities in these zones. There are a number of 
opportunities available for Pakistan to capital-
ize on with these zones, especially in partner-
ship with China. 

Now, SEZs are planning to improve on the in-
dustrial estates model. Under the current SEZ 
act, the Federal or Provincial Governments 
themselves or in collaboration with the private 
sector under different modes of public-private 
partnership or exclusively through the private 
sector. The fiscal benefits under the SEZ law in-
clude a one-time exemption from custom du-
ties and taxes for all capital goods imported into 
Pakistan for the development, operations and 
maintenance of a SEZ (both for the developer 

as well as for the zone enterprise) and exemp-
tion from all taxes on income for a period of ten 
years. These SEZs need to be set up in an area 
of at least 50 acres, with no maximum limit.

Challenge is a Chinese company based in 
Shanghai, operating in different parts of the 
world mainly for high value addition garment 
and fabric export, and has a number of umbrel-
la organizations working underneath it. Chal-
lenge already has 90 acres of land near the La-
hore-Kasur road that they want to dedicate to 
the development of an SEZ.  The existing SEZs in 
Pakistan does not adopt the modern industrial 
park factors, called 7 connections and 1 level-
ing concept, also known as Plug and Play mod-
el.  Chairman of Challenge, Mr. Huang Weiguo 
wants to develop his life-time best industrial 
park in Pakistan, although he already built 2 
big scale vertical factory in China.  Challenge 
will put own vertical apparel factory in the 

SEZ, meanwhile 20% of SEZ land will provide to 
other supply chain partner to settle in.  It will 
demonstrate a mini industry cluster concept 
and focus on export business.

By making an SEZ in the vicinity of Lahore will 
be encouraging other national and multination-
al business groups to expand in Pakistan. Other 
than the growth of foreign investments and a 
better balance of payments, the forming of this 
SEZ, as with most SEZs, hopes to bring about 
modernization in the industry in Pakistan be-
cause of increased competition. 

It will also quickly develop and urbanize areas 
surrounding the 90 acres of land on which Chal-
lenge is planning to build their SEZ. This will 
also result in a higher standard of living in these 
areas, and encourage people there to set-up 
ancillary businesses.
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Breakthrough made by CHEC on China-Pak Gwadar 
Technical & Vocational Institute

China-Pakistan Gwadar Technical & Voca-
tional Institute is going to be handed over 
very shortly to Pakistan Government, 

presenting itself as a lovely gift for the 70th 
anniversary of China-Pakistan diplomatic rela-
tionship. 

It is a 83 million RMB project granted by govern-
ment of China to government of Pakistan, com-
prised 5.83 acres of land offering a main admin-
istrative building, teaching and multi-function 
office, four training workshops, cafeteria, stu-
dent dormitory, parking areas, an examination 
block and a teacher lodging facility etc. 

The project was unveiled in December 2019 
aimed to enhance technical and vocational 
skills of Gwadar local population, producing 
manpower to ensure their participation in the 
development and prosperity of the port city. 

China Harbour Engineering Company nomi-
nated as the project exclusive contractor, has 
pledged from the beginning to end to deliver its 
commitment on most tangible track regardless 
of the dual challenges over pandemic Covid-19 
and regional security threats. 

By following strict pandemic Covid-19 pre-
vention SOPs and effective scientific preven-
tion mechanism, positive progress has been 
achieved by CHEC with zero safety casualty and 
none corona case, laying a solid foundation for 
the final delivery in due time. CHEC’s capability 
and dedication on delivering this project have 
been justified by multiple fronts, and impressed 

them with remarkable performances. 

It needs to highlight again that, the technical 
and vocational institute will be a strong witness 
of China-Pakistan all weather partnership, pio-
neering as the first delivered social livelihood 
project in Gwadar, the prospect of which would 
serve as the mainstay of providing skillful work-

force to port and shipping sector and other 
technologies fields as well. Besides, it would 
also help fulfill the workforce requirements 
to be necessitated by the industrialization of 
Gwadar Port Free Zone, granting all associated 
with opportunities and benefits in a maximum 
manner under the umbrella of China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor.
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On September 9, 2021, ZTE and United 
Mobile Pakistan signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) at the Marriott 

Hotel in Islamabad. Both parties reach consen-
sus to identify and plan future business oppor-
tunities, and reached strategic cooperation on 
the localization of manufacturing, sales and dis-
tribution of ZTE handsets in Pakistan.

United Mobile, founded in 2001 by Machiyara 
Group under the leadership of its Chairman, 
Ashraf. United Mobile Limited was certified by 
ISO9001 international quality system in 2005. 
In 2013, United Mobile became the most popu-
lar and most trusted handset distributor in Pa-
kistan. Nowadays, United Mobile is Pakistan’s 
largest voice mobile reseller, and plays a lead-
ing role in the wholesalers, retailers, and en-
terprise customers in major cities of Pakistan. 
The strategic cooperation between ZTE and the 
United Mobile will have a great impact on the 
sales of ZTE handsets in the Pakistan market.

Federal Secretary of Ministry of IT & Telecom 
Dr. Muhammad Sohail Rajput attended the 
event as Chief Guest, whereas other Ministry 
officials including Member (Telecom) Mr. Omar 
Malik, Member (Legal) Mr. Babur Suhail and 
Director (Wireless) Mr. Muhammad Jahanzeb 

MoU Signing Ceremony Between ZTE & 
UNITED MOBILE
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were also present at the occasion as Guests of 
Honour. Mr. Li Guowen, CEO of ZTE Pakistan 
Subsidiary, Deputy CEO, Mao Zhixia, CBO Rao 
Shahryar Sultan, United Mobile CEO Faisal Mo-
tiwal, COO Hamza Rasheed and Hammad Hanif, 
Head of Development, attended the event.

At the beginning of the meeting, Rao Shahryar 
Sultan and Hamza Rasheed introduced to the 
participants the basic information and coopera-
tion willingness of the two companies on behalf 
of ZTE and United Mobile. Mr. Li Guowen, CEO 
of ZTE Pakistan Subsidiary, delivered a speech 
on behalf of ZTE. First, he warmly welcomed 
the guests and participants of this activity, and 
then introduced ZTE’s future operation plan 
and strategic vision in Pakistan. Li Guowen ex-
pressed his gratitude for the international situa-
tion of friendly cooperation between China and 
Pakistan, expressed his recognition of the ben-
efits brought to both parties after ZTE handsets 

were manufactured locally, and highly praised 
the cooperation with United Mobile. And look 
forward to the further close cooperation be-
tween ZTE and United Mobile in the future.

Faisal Motiwala, CEO of United Mobile, also 
spoke on behalf of United Mobile. He pointed 
out that this cooperation with ZTE is a mile-
stone for the self-sustainable development of 
the technology industry in Pakistan. He stressed 
that the cooperation between United Mobile 
and ZTE will create value for the mobile phone 
and information technology supply chain sys-
tems in Pakistan and for Pakistani consumers. 
Faisal Motiwala highly praised ZTE for its con-
fidence in the Pakistani market and believed 
that, in the future cooperation with ZTE, United 
Mobile will always maintain the leading posi-
tion of consumer electronics manufacturing.

Dr Sohail Rajput, Federal Secretary of Minis-
try of IT & Telecom, also delivered a speech. 
He pointed out that the present government 
has an export-oriented and technology-based 
vision for the future. The Telecommunications 
Department will formulate policies to encour-
age investment and export and cross-industry 
cooperation. Dr. Sohail Rajput congratulated 
ZTE and United Mobile on this cooperation.
Upon the signing of the Mou between ZTE and 
United Mobile, United Mobile will introduce a 
complete full range of ZTE handset products in 
Pakistan, including ZTE Blade series, 5G intelli-
gent AXON series and Nubia series. In addition 
to mobile phones and ZTE terminals, ZTE IoT 
devices and accessories will also be introduced 
to the local market.

Finally, Li Guowen and Faisal Motiwal presented 
awards to the guests and took photos of them.
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Huawei Cooperate With Pakistan For
 A Digital Future

Pakistan is one of the fastest growing and 
maturing information and communica-
tions technology (ICT) markets in the 

region today. National digital transformation 
was accelerated as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. During these challenging times, Pa-
kistan has displayed its technological reliance 
and capability as businesses, educators, and 
public sector entities turned to advanced tech-
nologies to stay connected while keeping the 
population safe. 

It is evident that the ICT sector is an import-
ant driver of economic gains, therefore, the 
post-pandemic world will need an innovative 
approach towards economic recovery and 
improving quality of life; making businesses 
smarter and creating the most value in a so-
ciety empowered by connectivity. Innovation 
must be developed not only to achieve eco-
nomic strength but to adopt digital inclusion.
 
That being said, a digitally driven country needs 
knowledgeable, talented individuals to move 
forward into the next era of connectivity, as 
such, it is essential to invest more in building 
talent capacity. According to the UNDP, Paki-
stan now has more young people than it has 
ever had, and this is forecasted to continue to 
increase until at least 2050. Inspiring the youth 
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of Pakistan is necessary because a digitally driv-
en country needs knowledgeable, talented in-
dividuals to move it forward into the next era 
of connectivity.

The current global shortage of adequate-
ly skilled people to meet the demands of the 
dynamic ICT sector can be addressed today by 
instigating collaborations between public and 
private sector entities, educators, and technol-
ogy companies. By working together, we can 
determine the skills that are needed not only 
for future technologies but to meet Pakistan’s 
vision for the future.
 
The Government of Pakistan (GOP) has been an 
advocate of digital transformation and contin-
ues to support the ICT sector through numer-
ous sustainable development and accelerated 
digitization projects, research and innovation, 
software technology parks, subsidized band-
width, international marketing, international 
certifications, internships, and trainings.
 
There are also various ICT training programs in 
place throughout the country, but with technol-
ogy constantly evolving there is always more 
that can be done, and there will always be a 
demand for people skilled in this dynamic field. 
To maintain the momentum on digital transfor-

mation, it is essential to invest more in more in 
local talent. 

According to Huawei’s annual Global Connec-
tivity Index (GCI) 2020 report, countries in the 
digitalization process, such as Pakistan, India, 
and Bangladesh, are proactively narrowing the 
digital gap with leading economies such as the 
United States or Germany. 

Investing in ICT talent development will not 
only provide Pakistan with the much-needed 
workforce of its connected future but will en-
able the growth of the digital economy, contrib-
ute towards increased GDP, enhance Pakistan’s 
competitiveness on a regional and global scale 
and eventually enhance the quality of services 
provided to citizens. Understanding advanced 
technologies such as 5G, artificial intelligence 
(AI), big data, and cloud computing, will give 
local talent the essential skills for tomorrow’s 
digitally advanced world. 

Huawei contributed to Pakistan’s economy by 
providing 10,000 jobs from 2018 to 2020 and 
had contributed to Pakistan’s Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT) talent by pro-
viding 10,000 certifications till 2020. Here are 
some key and important cooperation Huawei 
Pakistan done with Pakistan Government in 
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2021.

Huawei Pakistan and MoITT launched 1000 
Government officials ICT Training

Islamabad, May 3, 2021: President Dr Arif Alvi 
has called for promoting Knowledge-Economy 
and digitalization of Government organizations 
to enhance the efficiency of work and service 
delivery. He said that Pakistan was blessed with 
immense talent and resources and the govern-
ment was making serious efforts to channelize 
this potential in the right direction. The Pres-
ident stated this while talking to a delegation 
of Huawei, led by the Vice President of Huawei 
Middle East Region, Mr. Space Lee, who called 
on him, at Aiwan-e-Sadr. 

To support Digital Pakistan development, Hua-
wei is very glad to collaborate with Ministry of 
IT and Telecommunication for 1,000 govern-
ment staff ICT training program, to provide 
training in areas such as artificial intelligence, 
cloud technology, big data, block chain, and 
communications technology.

President Dr. Arif Alvi also appreciated this 
training program and he encouraged MoITT & 
Huawei to come up with more innovative ideas 
and enhance collaboration for early realization 
of Digital Pakistan Initiative. This program 1st 
batch started from 14th June and over 400 gov-
ernment staffs already got ICT trained. 

Huawei Pakistan sign MoU with RUDA
Lahore, On Aug 25, 2021: Huawei Pakistan 

and RAVI URBAN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
(RUDA) have signed a memorandum of under-
standing(MoU)to join hands to revive the dying 
Ravi River into Safe/Smart Green City with all 
the latest Safe/Smart city technologies.

Prime Minister Imran Khan appreciated RUDA 
and Huawei’s support to build a new Safe and 
Smart River Forest City and looking forward to 
bring this initiative all over the Pakistan.

To develop the world’s largest riverfront Safe/
Smart city, the Parties will work together on 
the key projects known as “Smart Forests and 
others under River Ravi Urban Development 
Authority (RUDA)” in Pakistan, where RUDA Pa-
kistan is the Developer and Huawei is the Lead 
Technology Partner. The Parties will cooperate 
on Smart Forests development across design 
and construction execution phases by latest 
technologies such as IoT, Cloud Computing, 
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Big Data, AI, Data Center Network, Storage and 
Servers, Data Center Facility, Intelligent Security 
Surveillance System, Solar Energy, etc.

Huawei Pakistan Launches three Microfilms 
in ISB

Islamabad, 1st September, 2021: Huawei Paki-
stan held a Microfilm Premiere recently at Ser-
ena Hotel. The Microfilms followed the stories 
of three Pakistani’s who ventured out of their 
country, to make a better life for themselves, 
their loved ones, and their family. Although 
these might just be films, this is the truth for 
millions of Pakistanis worldwide who have only 
a few ways to stay connected to their loved 
ones, and Huawei Pakistan has vowed to stand 
behind these people. 

Federal Minister of Information and Broadcast-
ing of Pakistan, Mr. Fawad Chaudhary stated 
at the event, “I would like to thank Huawei for 
making these emotionally evoking films that 
show the truth for many Pakistanis. With their 
help, we’ve accomplished a lot in the past in the 
realms of ICT and we are counting on Huawei’s 
continued support in different collaborations in 
the future. The way things are going, and with 
Huawei’s unwavering support, we are sure that 
Pakistan will fulfill its goal of becoming ‘Digital 
Pakistan’ quite soon. 

Ambassador of People’s Republic of China to 

Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Mr Nong Rong 
also added, “By perfecting Huawei’s technical 
support, product supply and other services, 
strengthening technical exchange and local tal-
ent training, as well as seriously implementing 
social responsibilities, they can, together with 
their Pakistani partners, make incessant con-
tribution of wisdom and force to the imple-
mentation of “Digital Pakistan Initiative”, to the 
economic and social development of Pakistan, 
and to the building of a closer China-Pakistan 
community.”

Additionally, the winning Pakistani team that 
grabbed the first prize in the 2020-2021 Hua-
wei Middle East ICT Competition was awarded 
a prize of 20,000 USD.

Huawei Pakistan launched the 7th Seeds for 
the Future Program

Islamabad, August 9th: Huawei Pakistan to-
gether with Higher Education Commission 
HEC launched its Seeds for the Future program 
2021, it is an 8-day long culture and ICT tech-
nologies learning program where the nominat-
ed 40 brilliant engineering students from Paki-
stan attended the online training together with 
students from Bahrain. 

This is the 7th year Seeds For the Future Pro-
gram is happening in Pakistan. Out of a pool 

of more than a 1000 applicants, 40 engineer-
ing students from universities all across Paki-
stan were nominated by the Higher Education 
Commission. The aim of the program, which 
has been active in over 130 countries & regions 
since its inception in Thailand, has been to nur-
ture upcoming STEM talent from around the 
world. As a global ICT market leader, Huawei 
has taken it upon itself to promote local ICT in-
dustries as part of development in their opera-
tional regions.

Executive Director HEC stated at the ceremony, 
“I congratulate the students who have secured 
distinctions in these courses, from over a thou-
sand students, you are the few who have been 
selected to be a part of this program. I’m thank-
ful to Huawei and their very strong collabora-
tion with the Higher Education Commission and 
universities across Pakistan.”

Huawei has owned long-term relationships 
with many partners in Pakistan’s public and 
private sector to build ICT infrastructure and 
talent, and we look forward to continuing this 
in the future by empowering more young peo-
ple with the skills needed to take full advantage 
of advanced technologies. All ICT stakeholders 
need to strengthen ties and collaborative work 
on nurturing Pakistan’s local talents and creat-
ing future leaders.
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