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Cordially Congratulations on the 71st Anniversary 
of the Founding of The People’s Republic of China 

H.E. Xi Jinping, President of The People’s Republic of China
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It has been announced for the general information that Mr. Mian Assad Ullah has 
been appointed as Editor In Chief of the Monthly “Diplomatic Focus” for the UK/EU 
Edition. He is entitled to participate official /non-officials diplomatic(engagements, 
events, national days, social evenings/gatherings, press conferences/interviews 
and can be contacted for all kinds of stuff including articles, supplements and 
advertisements etc). It is requested to all Diplomatic missions and government high 
officials of UK, please contact with Mr. Mian Assad Ullah on His mailing address, 4 
Ipswich Road, SW17 9RH, London. Cell number:+44-7961005954/ 2087694850, 
Email: uk.diplomaticfocus@gmail.com, assadmian1@gmail.com 

Important Announcement

Mian Fazal Elahi

The articles, columns, Opinions are published in Magazine in good faith. However, the contents of 
these writings may not necessarily match the views of the Editor/Publisher/Organization.

This year marks the 71st anniversary of the founding of The People’s Republic 
of China. In 1945, the United Nations was born in response to the call of the 
times. Four years later, The People’s Republic of China was founded, and the 

Chinese nation re-emerged before the eyes of the world as a completely reborn 
nation. Seventy one years ago, China put an end to a period in modern history in 
which the country was torn apart and trampled upon. Since China began to open up 
and reform its economy in 1978, GDP growth has averaged almost 10 percent a year 
and today, China is the world’s second largest economy. This sustainable growth is 
based on domestic consumption, services, private enterprise, green energy efforts 
and increased technological innovations. China has revived its economy due to its 
great political leadership and an environment conducive to entrepreneurship and 
innovations. President Xi and other Chinese leaders are wise, pragmatic and strong-
willed. The people of China are creative, enterprising and persevering. Therefore, 
in just several decades, China has finished what took developed countries several 
hundred years to complete.  

In recent years, China has expanded its diplomatic and economic relationships. China 
have always treated the others with sincerity and mutual support. Increasingly, China 
and other countries have become stakeholders sharing a common future. China 
always stands ready to share its development experience with other countries and 
provide necessary assistance in time of need. When this support and cooperation 
discussed with reference of Pakistan then these relationships has been described 
as “higher than the mountains, deeper than the oceans, stronger than steel, dearer 
than eyesight, sweeter than honey”. 

At present, the Chinese government and Chinese people worked hard and got an 
all-around victory against the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19). Indeed, China 
has set an example for the whole world and world should learn from China.

The “Diplomatic Focus” and its team avail this opportunity to on the auspicious 
occasion of the 71st anniversary of the founding of The People’s Republic of China, 
it is great pleasure to convey cordial greetings and best wishes to the Government 
and the people of The People’s Republic of China.
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41 State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi Holds Second Round of Strategic Dialogue 
with Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi

Wang said that China will keep to its policy toward Pakistan, no 
matter how the international and regional situation may evolve and 
what difficulties or challenges may arise. It is important for the two 
sides to carry forward the defining feature...

04 Message of Congratulations on the 71st 
Anniversary of the Founding of The People’s 
Republic of China, Mdm. Pang Chunxue, 
Chargé D’affaires of the Embassy of the 
People’s Republic of China

2020 is a remarkable year to China. The biggest goal for China is 
win the battle against poverty and build a Moderately Prosperous 
Society in All Respects set up the Communist Party of China (CPC) 
and the Chinese Government... 

59

68

Power China Port Qasim Coal-fired Power 
Plant and Iron-Brother Pakistani Overcome 
Difficulties Together

Overcome Difficulties Together with Stable 
Progress, Regarding Epidemic Prevention and 
Control, Project Construction Assurance in SK 
Hydropower Station

In 2020, the global crisis of the Covid-19 has brought severe 
challenges to the economic and social development of Pakistan, 
Port Qasim Coal-fired Power Plant, as the first large-scale 
power and energy project under the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC), is also facing the biggest challenge after the 
commissioning of power generation...

CGGC Overseas Investment Company, S K Hydro (Pvt) Limited 
Being the first overseas investment of China Gezhouba Group, 
Energy China, SK Hydropower Project shoulders the great mission 
of the Gezhouba Group’s transformation, upgrading and structural 
adjustment. Facing the challenge of the epidemic...

33
Deepening Comprehensive Strategic Coopera-
tion between the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
and The People’s Republic of China Joint 
Statement March 2020

At the invitation of H.E. Xi Jinping, President of the People’s 
Republic of China, H.E. Dr. Arif Alvi, President of the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan, visited China from 16-17 March 2020. The 
President was accompanied by the Foreign Minister, Minister for 
Planning Development and Special Initiatives..

SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT ON
Anniversary of the Founding of
The People’s Republic of China71st 



Diplomatic Focus   October  2020 3www.diplomaticfocus.org

Special Supplement on the 71st Anniversary of the Founding of The People’s Republic of China 

C o n t e n t s RBI Mediaminds
Group of Publications
Electronic & Print Media Production House

Group Chairman/CEO: Mian Fazal Elahi
Chief Editor Hon:  Mian Akhtar Hussain
Editor/Publisher: Mian Fazal Elahi
Group Editor:  Saeed Yousafzai
Associate Honorary Editor:  Zanib Arshad
Director Marketing: Mian Furqan Akhtar
Editor in Chief UK/EU Edition:  Mian Assadullah
 Justin Plaza 3, 341London Road, Mit
 cham, Surrey-CR4 4BE
Editor Germany, EU Edition: Mian Mubeen Akhtar
Office Manager:  Rana Bilal Ahmed
Creative Art Director:  M.Shahbaz Nawaz, RN Scanner
Art Director:  Sharyar Fazil
Designer: Ali Haider
Web Developer: Muhammad Wajahat
Chief Photographer: Ramzan Mughal  
  
Copenhagen Denmark Fazal Hussain 004540521485
 Email: fazal1955@hotmail.com 
Javed Iqbal Butt Bureau Chief Australia, Newzealand

Board of Advisors

General (R) Talat Masood, Ambassador (R) Tassaduq Hussain, Ambassador 
(R) Arif Mehmmod, Mr. Kanwar Muhammad Tariq, Ambassador(R), 
Mr. Tariq Hyder, Ambassador(R) Fozia Nasreen, Ambassador(R) Javed Hassan, 
Maria Sultan, Kanwar Muhammad Dilshad (EX-Federal Secretary)Chaudhry 
Faisal Mushtaq (Thagma-e-Imtiaz), Dr. Mirza ikhtiar Baig (Thagma-e-Imtiaz), 
Shoukat Paracha, Malik Yousaf Ali, Ex-Ambassador, Mian Anwar-Ul-Haq Ramay, 
Ex-Parliamentarian, Ilyas Ahmed Chaudhry, CR Shamsi, Fozia Shahid, Mateen Haider, 
Captian (R) Wasif, Mian Mahmood Hon: Council  General Republic of Moldova

Bureau Office
Qaisar Masood Muhammad Athar
Northern Virginia Georgia
Israr Masood M. Jamil Rathore
Sydney Australia Bureau Chief Jeddah KSA
Rana Salman Shahid Cell: +966-502583608
Vehari
Mr. Muhammad Muzzammilullah Maan
Brussels (Belgium) 
 
Printer
Roohani Art Press, Street no. 1, Service Road Muhammadi Town, Sohan  
near Express High Way, Islamabad.

Publisher

Mian Fazal Elahi, House No 263-C, Street 87, Sector E-11/2 Islamabad.

Tel: +92-51-2163092, 2163070, News Room: +92-51-2163029

Mobile: +92-345-5565552, +92-322-5565552

Email: mianfazalelahi@gmail.com, diplomaticfocus.isb.pk@gmail.com

www.diplomaticfocus.org

Karachi Office:  Mobile: +92-331-5155515

Price
Pakistan                Rs.1000       Middle East  50 Saudi Riyal  
UK                          £ 8              Schengen State      €10
Chinese Yuan:      75               Canada:   $15
USA:                       $12

Published from Islamabad

04 Message of  Mdm. Pang Chunxue, Chargé D’affaires of the Embassy of The People’s 
Republic of China in the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

05 Message of Congratulations on the 71st Anniversary of the Founding of The People’s 
Republic of China by H.E. Mr. Li Bijian, Consul General of China in Karachi

06 Message of Congratulations on the 71st Anniversary of the Founding of The People’s 
Republic of China by H.E. Mr. Long Dingbin, Chinese Consul General to Lahore

07	 Xiplomacy	in	first	Half	of	2020
08 President Xi’s remarks at the 75th Session of the United Nations General Assembly
09 Remarks from Xi’s UN Speeches
11 President Xi’s remarks on virtual session of World Health Assembly
12	 President	Xi’s		-centered	philosophy
13  President Xi pays tribute to Medical Workers
14 President Xi calls for shanger public health system
15	 President	Xi	calls	for	long-term	view	on	economy
16	 President	Xi’s	views	on	14th	Five-Year	Plan	period
17 Changes in Impoverished villages
19 Xi’s quotes from poverty relief symposiums
21	 China’s	environmental	progress	over	the	years
23	 Law	on	Safeguarding	National	Security	in	HKSAR
25	 Xinjiang	in	70	Years	Heart	of	the	Silk	Road
27	 Xinjiang’s	Employment	situation	by	the	Numbers
29	 China’s	5G	commercialization	one	year	later
30	 Covid-19	Vaccine
31 The 3rd China International Import Expo
32	 Xi	holds	talks	with	Pakistani	president	to	deepen	ties	amid	fight	against	COVID-19
33	 Deepening	 Comprehensive	 Strategic	 Cooperation	 between	 the	 Islamic	 Republic	 of	

Pakistan	and	the	People’s	Republic	of	China	Joint	Statement	March	2020
35	 President	Xi	Jinping	Sends	Verbal	Message	to	Pakistani	President	Arif	Alvi
36 Xi meets Pakistani PM, calls for forging closer community of shared future
37 Chinese Premier meets Pakistani President
38	 China,	Pakistan	vow	to	strengthen	cooperation
39 President stresses common destiny
40	 Xi’s	reply	letter	inspires	Beijing-based	Pakistani	students
41	 State	Councilor	and	Foreign	Minister	Wang	Yi	Holds	Second	Round	of	Strategic	Dialogue	

with	Pakistani	Foreign	Minister	Shah	Mahmood	Qureshi
42	 Joint	 Statement	 of	 the	 High-level	 Video	 Conference	 on	 Belt	 and	 Road	 International	

Cooperation:	Combating	COVID-19	with	Solidarity	
44	 Pictures	of	China-Pakistan	Cooperation	on	Fighting	against	the	Covid-19
48	 Karot	Hydropower	Project	Amidst	Covid-19
48	 Six	Months	with	COVID-19	at	Karot	Hydropower	Project
49	 Three	Gorges	Second	Phase	Wind	Power	Projects	(2×49.5	MW)	&	Its	Support	to	Pakistan	

in	Fighting	against	COVID-19
50	 Kohala	Hydropower	Project	&	 Its	Support	To	Pakistan	 In	Fighting	Against	Corona	Virus	

(COVID-19)
51	 New	Horizon:	Pakistani	Employees	of	Chinese-Funded	Enterprises’	View	on	CPEC
53	 Thar	Coal	Continue	Powering	Pakistan
54	 The	Progress	of	CMEC	TEL	&	TNPTL	Power	Plant	Projects	from	Jan.	To	Oct.	2020	Located	

in Pakistan Thar Block
55	 CMEC-Thar	Coalfield	Second	Block	Terrace	Coal	Mine	Phase	I	Operation	and	Maintenance	

and Phase II Capacity Expansion Project
56	 Thar	Block-1	Integrated	Coal	Mine-Power	Project	is	in	action
57	 LAHORE	ORANGE	LINE
58	 Growth	Together	With	SEPCOIII
59	 Power	 China	 Port	 Qasim	 Coal-fired	 Power	 Plant	 and	 Iron-Brother	 Pakistani	 Overcome	

Difficulties	Together
61 Role of Hydro China International administration during Pandemic
62	 Experience	on	activities	and	epidemic	precautions	 from	a	Pakistani	staff	of	Basha	Dam	

Project
63	 To	Alleviate	Power	Shortage	in	Pakistan	and	Fulfill	Corporate	Social	Responsibility
65	 Article:	(Nouman	Ali	)
66	 Overcome	Difficulties	Together	with	Stable	Progress
68	 CR-NORINCO	Help	Pakistan	Fight	the	Epidemic



Diplomatic Focus   October 20204 www.diplomaticfocus.org

Special Supplement on the 71st Anniversary of the Founding of The People’s Republic of China 

Congratulations on the 71st Anniversary of 
the Founding of The People’s Republic of China 
Mdm. Pang Chunxue, Chargé D’affaires of the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

Message of
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2020 is a remarkable year to China. The 
biggest goal for China is win the battle 
against poverty and build a Moderately 

Prosperous Society in All Respects set up the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) and the Chinese 
Government. It is a long journey since the 
founding of The People’s Republic of China  the 
71 years ago and an important step in realizing 
the China Dream. We have the full confidence 
of achieve it under the strong leadership of 
President Xi Jinping.

Over the past 71 years, the CPC and the Chinese 
government have always regarded the people’s 
yearning for a better life as our goal, leading 
the people of the whole country to stay true to 
their original aspirations, work hard, and develop 
China from a weak and poor populous country to 
the world’s second-largest economy. China has 
successfully lifted 760 million poor people out 
of poverty. It has become the first developing 
country to achieve the United Nations poverty 
reduction goal and contributes more than 70% 
to global poverty reduction. In 2019, China’s total 
economy exceeded 99 trillion yuan (14.4 trillion 
US dollars), and the per capita GDP exceeded 
10,000 US dollars. Since 2017, China’s economy 
has contributed more than 20% of the world’s 
economic growth, becoming an important 
engine for world economic growth. The Chinese 
nation, with an entirely new posture, now stands 
tall and firm in the East.

2020 is an extraordinary year witnessing the 
global community fighting against the COVID-19 
pandemic and China suffered a lot. Under the 
strong and decisive leadership of President Xi 
Jinping, the whole nation adopted the strictest, 
most comprehensive and thorough prevention 
and control measures to effectively curb the 
spread of the epidemic in a short time. We 
are proud to quickly achieve the success in the 
people’s war against the coronavirus and take 
the country back to order. China’s GDP grew by 
3.2% in the second-quarter, and exports rose 
by 10.4% in July. China became the first major 
country to overcome the crisis and the first major 
economy to recover from the pandemic. 

China is also actively contributing to the global 
fight against COVID-19. We have carried out 
international anti-epidemic cooperation within 
our capacity, donated US$50 million to the WHO, 
sent 29 medical expert teams to 27 countries, 

and provided assistance to 150 countries and 4 
international organizations. President Xi Jinping 
announced that China will provide US$2 billion 
over two years to help with COVID-19 response 
and with economic and social development 
in affected countries. COVID-19 vaccine 
development and deployment in China, when 
available, will be made a global public good.

2020 also witnesses the world undergoing 
profound changes and challenges, something 
unseen in a century. As a responsible major 
country, China will continue to adhere to 
openness, cooperation, win-win, and inclusive 
development, establish a “dual circulation” 
development pattern in which domestic economic 
cycle plays a leading role while international 
economic cycle remains its extension and 
supplement. With this new pattern, China’s 
door will open wider to the world. China will 
continue to work for the improvement of global 
governance based on consultation, cooperation 
and shared benefits. We will continue to take 
concrete actions to protect the diversity of 
civilizations and promote exchanges and mutual 
learning between development models. We will 
work with other countries, including Pakistan, 
to jointly uphold the trend of peace and 
development of our world.

In this year, China-Pakistan relations stood the test 
of COVID-19 and have become even stronger with 
greater mutual trust, cooperation and friendship. 
The governments, people and societies of China 
and Pakistan strongly supported each other in 
fighting against COVID-19. In March, President 
Arif Alvi paid a visit of solidarity to China. In 

August, State Councilor and Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi held the second strategic dialogue with 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Mahmood Qureshi 
and reached important consensus on the 
comprehensive development of China-Pakistan 
relations. The construction of the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor is advancing steadily, and 
has made outstanding contribution to Pakistan’s 
resilience against the challenge. Under the 
leadership of Prime Minister Imran Khan, the 
domestic epidemic situation in Pakistan has 
been greatly improved. The unity and tenacity 
shown by the Pakistani government and people 
is commendable. We firmly believe that Pakistan 
will eventually overcome the epidemic and 
rejuvenate the economy. We will continue to 
provide support and assistance to our iron 
brothers and sisters.

Looking back, Pakistan is the first Muslim 
country to formally establish diplomatic relations 
with New China. China-Pakistan relations are 
an outstanding example of relations between 
countries with different social systems and 
different historical cultures. No matter how the 
international situation changes, China-Pakistan 
relations have been developing in a healthy 
and stable manner, and the two sides have 
always firmly supported each other on issues 
concerning each others’ core interests. When 
President Xi Jinping visited Pakistan in 2015, the 
two countries announced the establishment of 
an all-weather strategic cooperative partnership, 
pushing China-Pakistan relations to a higher 
level. Since 2018, Prime Minister Imran Khan 
has visited China three times, and President 
Xi Jinping have met Prime Minister Imran four 
times on bilateral and multilateral occasions. Our 
relations grow steadily under the steer of the 
leadership of the two countries.

Looking forward, in 2021, we will commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of the founding of 
the Communist Party of China and the 70th 
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between China and Pakistan. We are 
ready to work with Pakistan for a closer China-
Pakistan Community of a Shared Future, to 
boost the high-quality development of the CPEC, 
jointly safeguard our common interest, maintain 
the momentum of peaceful development in the 
region, and create a better future for China-
Pakistan relations!

Special Supplement on the 71st Anniversary of the Founding of The People’s Republic of China 
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Congratulations on the 71st Anniversary of 
the Founding of The People’s Republic of China 
by H.E. Mr. Li Bijian, Consul General of China in Karachi

Message of

On the occasion of the 71st anniversary of 
the founding of The People’s Republic of 
China, I’d like, on behalf of the Consulate 

General of China in Karachi, to extend our warmest 
congratulations and share this joyous moment 
with all our fellow Chinese and Iron brothers and 
sisters of Pakistan. 

The year of 2020 brings human beings to 
another crossroads and the sudden occurrence 
of Covid-19 poses unprecedented challenges to 
the international community. Under the strong 
leadership of the Party and Government, with 
the valuable support by other countries, China 
successfully puts the pandemic under control and 
fully reopens her economy, and brings the social 
life back to normal. Experts foretell that China will 
be the only major economy in the world to realize 
positive growth this year. 

A friend in need is a friend in deed. China and 
Pakistan always share weal and woe in difficult 
times. With concerted efforts by both sides, we 
have successfully controlled the spread of the 
pandemic and made huge contributions to the 
health safety and lives of mankind. My Consulate 
has been doing our best to give a helpful hand. 
We made donations to the provincial anti-Corona 
funds of Sindh and Balochistan, distributed more 
than 4 thousands of food bags to the needy 
families in different regions, provided hundreds 
and thousands of face masks to different 
institutions, and facilitated the visits by two 
medical teams from China. We also facilitated the 
visit by the expert team on locusts control from 
China and the receiving of the relevant equipment 
and pesticides. 

As we witness big changes unseen in a century, 
facts clearly show that no single country may 
live and prosper in isolation, cooperation and 
solidarity are the only way for peoples around the 
world to deal with the common challenges and 
issues, aiming at building a community of shared 
future for mankind. My Consulate is ready to work 
closely with our Pakistani brothers and sisters, 
especially to promote and strengthen the existing 
close economic, social, educational and cultural 
ties with the Pakistani side in the consular areas of 
Sindh and Balochistan Provinces. 

China Pakistan dosti Zindabad! 
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Congratulations on the 71st Anniversary of the Founding of The People’s Republic of China
by H.E. Mr. Long Dingbin, Chinese Consul General to Lahore

On the occasion of the 71st 
anniversary of the founding of The 
People’s Republic of China, on behalf 

of the Chinese Consulate General in Lahore, 
I would like to express the most passionate 
congratulations and warmest regards to our 
fellow Chinese who work and live in Punjab, 
and as well as to express our best wishes 
and most sincere gratitude to Pakistani 
brothers and sisters, who have for long 
rendered their support and care for China’s 
development and Sino-Pak friendship. 

The Year 2020 is an extraordinary year 
when we’ve been through the outbreak 
of pandemic and dramatic changes of 
international environment. Despite all these, 
China has effectively put the domestic 
epidemic under control, the economic 
growth has turned from negative to positive, 
and significant results of combating the 
COVID-19 have been achieved in the current 
stage under the concerted efforts by Chinese 
Communist Party and Chinese people and 
also under the strong support of our iron 
brothers like Pakistan. In the meantime, as 
a responsible great power, China has taken 
initiative to provide assistance to the best of 
its ability to support and help international 
communities including Pakistan, specifically 
in extending 50 million USD cash assistance 
to WHO in two batches, dispatching 29 
medical teams to 27 countries under the 
guidance of China’s President Xi Jinping’s 
thought on forging a community of shared 
future for mankind and offering support and 
help to 150 countries and 4 international 
organizations in their fighting against the 
pandemic.

The Chinese Consulate General in Lahore, 
along with Punjab government and people, 
has been dedicated to enhancing Sino-
Pak all-weather strategic and cooperative 
partnership and joint fighting against the 
pandemic, which has achieved fruitful 
results. During the outbreak, the Chinese 
Consulate General in Lahore has donated 
medical supplies worth tens of millions 
rupees to the related authorities in Punjab 
including Punjab Chief Minister’s Office, 
Governor House, Punjab Assembly, IGP, 
Home Department of Punjab and etc. Except 
that, the Chinese Consulate General in 
Lahore has aided construction of classrooms 
and installation of water purifiers for the 
elementary schools in Punjab including 
Mahmunwali, Okara and etc. As early as this 

April, a Chinese medical team had a panel 
discussion with Punjab Health Department 
in Lahore, introducing China’s experience in 
epidemic prevention, control and treatment. 
Later in 11 May, I officially handed over 
medical supplies to Punjab Chief Minister, 
Mr. Sardar Usman Buzdar, which are worth 
Rs.100 million and were aided by Punjab’s 
sister provinces including Shandong, Jiangsu, 
Ningxia, Hubei, and Lahore’s sister cities like 
Xi’an and etc., which was widely reported by 
Pakistan’s mainstream media, for instance, 
The Nation and The News. Punjab military 
and police have been adhering to the 
safety protection of Chinese enterprises 

and citizens under the grim situation of 
the pandemic. Punjab medical institutions 
have provided firm guarantees for Chinese 
citizens in consular district. Sino-Pak 
friendship has been gradually sublimated 
during bilateral cooperation on combating 
COVID-19. 

Despite the pandemic impact, CPEC 
projects both under construction and 
completed are going well, with remarkable 
fruits achieved already, under the staunch 
support by Punjab government and with 
close cooperation by both sides, as the 
CPEC is expected to be an important carrier 
and breakthrough of Punjab economic 
recovery. Currently quite a number of 
early-harvest projects have been completed 
and put into operation, including Sahiwal 
Coal-Fired Power Plant, Quaid-e-Azam 
Solar Park (Bahawalpur), Karachi to Lahore 
Motorway (Sukhur-Multan Section), which 
are conducive to Punjab as these projects 
will strengthen areas of weakness in 
infrastructure and energy sectors. Among 
the ongoing projects in Punjab, OLMT 
Project will be put into operation in this 
October. Matiari to Lahore ±660kV DC Power 
Transmission Project construction is to be 
wrapped up by the end of October 2020 and 
put into production in March 2021. Allama 
Iqbal Industrial City started ground-breaking 
in January 2020, which is planned to attract 
companies from various sectors including 
automobiles, textiles, mechanical industry, 
pharmaceutical industry, food processing, 
chemical industry, construction materials 
and etc. for investment. 

As the second Chinese Consul General in 
Lahore, I would like to express my heart-felt 
thanks to Punjab government and people for 
their long support and taking good care of 
Chinese enterprises and citizens in Punjab. 
Looking into the future, there is still much 
space for bilateral cooperation.

I am looking forward to working with 
Punjab government and people in the 
enhancement of mutual exchanges and 
bilateral cooperation in various sectors 
in order to build Sino-Pak community of 
shared future in new era, as the Chinese 
Consulate General in Lahore continues its 
role as bridge and tie. Let’s jointly greet the 
advent of the Year 2021 that marks 70th 
anniversary of China-Pakistan diplomatic 
relations.

Message of 
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At present, the Chinese government and 
Chinese people are working hard to score 
an all-around victory against the novel 

coronavirus disease (COVID-19),” said Xi.

Xi praised Pakistan’s support for China, noting 
that at the beginning of the epidemic, President 
Alvi wrote him a letter to convey consolation, 
and Alvi’s latest trip marks his firm support. The 
Pakistani side also offered everything within 
their capabilities to provide China with anti-
epidemic materials.

“China is deeply grateful for Pakistan’s support. 
Facts have proved once again that China and 
Pakistan are true friends who share weal and 
woe and good brothers who share each other’s 
joys and sorrows. The special friendship is a 
historical choice, and is deeply rooted in the 
hearts of the two peoples,” said Xi.

The epidemic is currently erupting at different 
places around the world. Countries should work 
together to fight the epidemic, said Xi.

“China is willing to make more contributions 
to preventing the spread of the epidemic 
worldwide, and will continue to provide support 
and assistance to Pakistan,” said Xi, adding that 
China always adheres to the concept of building 
a community with a shared future for humanity.

“No matter how the international situation 
changes, China will always stand firmly with 
Pakistan, and is committed to deepening the 
ironclad China-Pakistan friendship, so as to make 
China-Pakistan relations a model for building a 
community with a shared future for humanity, 
and better benefit the two peoples,” Xi said, 
adding that China is glad to see a Pakistan of 
unity, stability, prosperity and strength.

Xi said China will continue to support Pakistan in 
maintaining national independence, sovereignty 
and territorial integrity, and support Pakistan 
in pursuing a development path that fits its 
national conditions.

He called on the two sides to maintain exchanges 
of visits and meetings between leaders, promote 
cooperation in key areas and projects, and build 

the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor into 
a model of high-quality development within 
the Belt and Road cooperation. He also urged 
strengthening communication and cooperation 
in international and regional affairs.

“China is willing to continue to provide support 
to Pakistan in controlling the locust plague,” Xi 
added.

Alvi said that under the strong leadership of 
President Xi, China has achieved significant 
positive results in the fight against the epidemic, 
to which he expressed sincere congratulations 
on behalf of the Pakistani government and 
people.

Alvi said in the face of the disaster, the 
Communist Party of China and the Chinese 
government have demonstrated outstanding 
leadership and strong capability in mobilization. 
China’s experience and practices provide useful 
lessons for other countries.

It is believed that after the epidemic, China will 
become even stronger. The attempts by some 
forces to use the epidemic to stigmatize and 
isolate China run against the will of the people 
and are doomed to fail, said Alvi.

Pakistan and China are ironclad brothers who 
can go through thick and thin together, said Alvi, 
stressing that the two peoples feel deep amity 
toward each other and the bilateral friendship 
becomes even firmer as time goes by.

The more difficulties there are, the more the 
friendship and solidarity between Pakistan and 
China can be displayed, said Alvi, noting the 
Pakistani side thanks China for its assistance 
and will stand with China to overcome current 
difficulties.

Alvi said Pakistan will continue to support China 
on issues concerning China’s core interests, and 
is willing to maintain close exchanges with China, 
deepen cooperation and make efforts in building 
the Pakistan-China economic corridor. Pakistan 
will continue to promote bilateral anti-terrorism 
cooperation and work together to safeguard 
fairness and justice in the international arena.

After the talks, the two heads of state witnessed 
the signing of multiple bilateral cooperation 
documents.

The two countries also issued a joint statement 
on deepening the China-Pakistan all-weather 
strategic cooperative partnership.

Xi holds talks with Pakistani president to deepen 
ties amid fight against COVID-19

China	is	willing	to	make	more	
contributions to preventing 
the spread of the epidemic 

worldwide,	and	will	continue	to	
provide support and assistance 
to	Pakistan…	China	always	

adheres to the concept of building 
a	community	with	a	shared	future	

for humanity: President Xi

BEIJING, 17th March 2020(Xinhua) - Chinese President Xi Jinping held talks here on Tuesday with visiting Pakistani President Arif Alvi
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At the invitation of H.E. Xi Jinping, President 
of The People’s Republic of China, H.E. 
Dr. Arif Alvi, President of the Islamic 

Republic of Pakistan, visited China from 16-17 
March 2020. The President was accompanied 
by the Foreign Minister, Minister for Planning 
Development and Special Initiatives, and senior 
officials. During the visit, President Dr. Arif 
Alvi met with President Xi Jinping. Premier Li 
Keqiang and Chairman of the National People’s 
Congress Standing Committee Li Zhanshu also 
met President Dr. Arif Alvi.

Given the depth and breadth of Pakistan-China 
ties and the finest traditions of both countries 
to always stand by each other particularly 
in challenging times, President Dr. Arif Alvi’s 
first visit to Beijing was a singular expression 
of Pakistan’s solidarity with its “iron brother.” 
The visit was undertaken at a time while China 
was engaged in a massive national struggle to 
contain the Covid-19.

President Dr. Alvi praised the relentless efforts 
undertaken by China for containing and 

controlling the virus, and was confident that 
the Chinese people under the leadership of 
President Xi Jinping will emerge stronger and 
victorious in the aftermath of Covid-19.

President Dr. Arif Alvi also appreciated China’s 
keen resolve to look after Pakistan’s nationals 
during this difficult time. The Chinese leadership 
had assured that it was taking the best possible 
measures to ensure the safety, health and 
well-being of Pakistani nationals, including the 
students.

President Xi thanked President Alvi for visiting 
China at a critical time and expressed profound 
gratitude for Pakistan’s gesture of support and 
solidarity.

The Chinese leadership stressed that since 
the outbreak, the Chinese Communist Party 
and government have given top priority 
to people’s life and health. On the basis of 
nation-wide mobilization, China adopted the 
most comprehensive, rigorous and thorough 
measures in little time to contain the virus. 

Chinese side emphasized that China has made 
major progress in prevention and control of 
the virus and will win “People’s War” against 
Covid-19.

Both China and Pakistan underlined that 
Covid-19 is a common challenge for humanity 
and all countries should unite and cooperate 
to overcome this challenge together. President 
Alvi spoke highly of China’s major progress 
in battling the epidemic, and acknowledged 
that China’s efforts have won time and set 
a model for the rest of the world to combat 
the epidemic, and have made contribution to 
safeguarding global public health security.

Leaders of the two countries took the 
opportunity to exchange views on bilateral, 
regional and international issues of mutual 
interest. The exchange was marked by the 
exceptional warmth, convergence of views, 
and strategic trust that characterize the China-
Pakistan “All-weather Strategic Cooperative 
Partnership.”

Deepening	Comprehensive	Strategic	Cooperation	between	the	Islamic	
Republic of Pakistan and The People’s Republic of China

Joint	Statement	March	2020
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Stressing that the close and strategic ties, and 
deep-rooted friendship between Pakistan and 
China served the fundamental interests of the 
two countries and peoples, and contributed to 
peace, stability and development in the region, 
the two sides underscored that the enduring 
partnership between Pakistan and China 
remains unaffected by the vicissitudes of the 
regional and international developments and 
continues to move from strength to strength. 
The two sides reaffirmed their resolve to 
further strengthen China-Pakistan All-Weather 
Strategic Cooperative Partnership aimed at 
building a Community of Shared Future in the 
New Era.

Both sides reaffirmed their support on 
issues concerning each other’s core national 
interests. The Chinese side reiterated solidarity 
with Pakistan in safeguarding its territorial 
sovereignty, independence and security. The 
Pakistan side reaffirmed its commitment to the 
One-China Policy and underscored that affairs 
related to Hong Kong and Taiwan were China’s 
internal affairs. The Pakistan side underlined 
that due to the developmental measures 
undertaken by Government of China, Xinjiang 
was on the path to overall social stability and 
economic development.

Pakistan underscored that the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC), a signature 
project of Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), 
was transformational. A CPEC Authority 
was established to oversee the expeditious 
implementation of CPEC projects. Both sides 
maintained that the new phase of high-
quality development of CPEC will promote 
industrialization and socio-economic 
development in Pakistan. Both sides hoped 
that the 10th Joint Cooperation Committee 
(JCC) meeting of CPEC, to be held soon, will 
further contribute to making CPEC a High-
Quality Demonstration Project of BRI. Both 
sides stressed that the economic and social 
impact of CPEC on the region will be substantial 
and beneficial and hoped that the international 
community will support such efforts that 
underpin economic development.

Both sides reaffirmed their commitment to fight 
terrorism in all its forms and manifestations. 
China recognized measures taken by Pakistan 
to combat terrorism financing and appreciated 
the resolve with which Pakistan implemented 
the Action Plan of FATF.

Both sides expressed satisfaction over the close 
cooperation at multilateral fora and resolved 
to deepen strategic coordination, consultation 
and communication. Both sides reaffirmed their 
commitment to the purposes and principles of 
the UN Charter, and support for multilateralism 
and win-win cooperation.

Both sides exchanged views on the situation 
in Jammu & Kashmir. The Pakistan side briefed 

the Chinese side on the latest developments, 
including its concerns, position, and current 
urgent issues. The Chinese side underscored 
that it was paying close attention to the current 
situation and reiterated that the Kashmir issue 

was a dispute left from history, and should be 
properly and peacefully resolved based on the 
UN Security Council resolutions and bilateral 
agreements. China opposes any unilateral 
actions that complicate the situation.

Both Pakistan and China welcomed the signing 
of the Peace Agreement between the U.S. 
and Taliban and hoped that the intra-Afghan 
negotiations would be the next logical step. The 

two sides agreed that all Afghan parties must 
seize this historic opportunity and work together 
constructively to secure durable peace and 
stability in Afghanistan. The two sides further 
emphasized the need for the international 
community to help establish peace as well as 
extend support for post-conflict reconstruction 
and economic development in Afghanistan. 
Pakistan underscored the need to assist the 
Afghan government in creating an enabling 
environment and instituting “pull” factors to 
enable the Afghan refugees to return to their 
homeland with dignity and honour. Both sides 
maintained that they will continue to support a 
peaceful, stable, united, sovereign, democratic 
and prosperous Afghanistan, at peace with its 
neighbors.

During the visit, President Dr. Arif Alvi and 
President Xi Jinping witnessed signing of 
various Agreements/MoUs.

President Dr. Arif Alvi thanked the leadership 
and people of China for their gracious 
hospitality and invited the Chinese leadership 
to visit Pakistan at a mutually convenient 
time. Both sides agreed to maintain high-level 
exchanges and mutual contacts.

Beijing

17th March 2020

All-China	Philatelic	Federation	issued	a	commemorative	cover	on	President	Dr.	Arif	Alvi’s	visit	to	China	in	March.	
It	was	the	President’s	first	state	visit	to	China	and	also	a	visit	of	solidarity	on	China’s	fight	against	the	COVID-19

China and Pakistan 
underlined	that	Covid-19	
is a common challenge 

for humanity and all 
countries should unite and 

cooperate to overcome 
this challenge together
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On 21st August 2020, Xi Jinping, 
General Secretary of the CPC Central 
Committee and President of China, 

sent a verbal message to President Arif Alvi of 
Pakistan.

In his message, Xi expressed appreciation to 
President Alvi for sending a congratulatory 
message to the Second Conference of the 
China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
Political Parties Joint Consultation Mechanism 
(JCM), hailing it as a reflection of the Pakistani 
President’s commitment to and support for 
Pak-China relations and CPEC.

Xi described China and Pakistan as good 
brothers and good partners sharing a special 
friendship. He noted the importance of 
CPEC, an iconic project for Belt and Road 
cooperation, to deepening the China-Pakistan 
all-weather strategic cooperative partnership 
and building an even closer community with 
a shared future between the two countries. 
He recognized the role of closer friendly 
consultations and growing political consensus 
between Chinese and Pakistani political 
parties in advancing the CPEC project and 
high-quality Belt and Road cooperation.

Xi stressed that the global fight against 

COVID-19 has proven that only mutual 
support, solidarity and cooperation could 
lead mankind to a victory against the disease. 

China stands ready to work with Pakistan 
to build a closer community with a shared 
future, promote solidarity and cooperation 
among regional countries, and maintain the 
good momentum of peace and development 
in the region.

In his earlier congratulatory message to the 
Conference, Alvi commended President Xi’s 
vision for a community with a shared future 
for mankind and the Belt and Road Initiative 
as representing cooperation, peace and 
development and meeting the aspirations of 
people around the world. He thanked China 
in particular for providing timely medical 
assistance to help Pakistan in its fight against 
COVID-19. “We will continue to enhance 
cultural exchanges and mutual trust between 
China and Pakistan,” he wrote. “Pakistan and 
China have common goals in the region and 
both are making serious efforts to promote 
peace and stability in the region.”

The CPEC JCM was set up in 2019 by the CPC 
and the ruling party and major opposition 
parties in Pakistan. The Second Conference 
of the CPEC JCM was organized by the 
International Department of the CPC Central 
Committee and held via video link on 20th 
August.

President Xi Jinping Sends Verbal Message to 
Pakistani President Arif Alvi

President Xi noted the 
importance of CPEC, 

an iconic project for Belt 
and Road cooperation, 
to	deepening	the	China-
Pakistan	all-weather	
strategic cooperative 

partnership and 
building an even closer 
community	with	a	shared	
future	between	the	two	

countries.
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BEIJING,9th Oct. 2019 (Xinhua) -- Chinese 
President Xi Jinping on Wednesday met 
with Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan, 

vowing to work jointly to strengthen strategic 
coordination and pragmatic cooperation so as 
to forge a closer China-Pakistan community of 
shared future in the new era.

Noting the two countries as all-weather strategic 
cooperative partners, Xi said no matter how the 
international and regional situation changes, 
the friendship between China and Pakistan 
has always been unbreakable and rock-solid, 
and China-Pakistan cooperation has always 
maintained strong vitality with continuous 
expansion.

China has always viewed relations with Pakistan 
as a diplomatic priority and will continue to 
firmly support Pakistan on issues concerning its 
core interests and of major concern to it, Xi said.

This year marks the 70th anniversary of the 
founding of The People’s Republic of China.

“We have held a series of celebration activities, 
which is an opportunity for intensive patriotic 
education. Chinese people, nearly 1.4 billion 
in number, have forged a cohesive force with 
unprecedented patriotism, consolidating our 
confidence and determination to continue down 
the path of socialism with Chinese characteristics 
against all odds, run our own affairs, and stand 
firm in the community of nations,” Xi said.

In the past, Pakistan selflessly provided help to 
China in difficult times, and now that China has 
developed, it sincerely hopes to help Pakistan 
for better development, Xi said.

He called on the two sides to maintain close 
high-level exchanges, step up strategic 
communication and coordinate positions on 
major issues in a timely fashion.

On the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), Xi said the two sides should adopt a high 
standard, build and effectively run the existing 
energy projects, transport infrastructure, 

industrial parks and projects concerning 
people’s livelihoods, and make the CPEC a model 
for jointly building the Belt and Road Initiative.

China highly appreciates and firmly supports 
Pakistan’s efforts in fighting terrorism, Xi 
said, calling on the two sides to beef up 
communication and cooperation within the 
United Nations, the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization and other multilateral mechanisms 
so as to jointly safeguard regional peace and 
stability.

Imran Khan offered his congratulations for the 
70th anniversary of the founding of The People’s 
Republic of China.

Pakistan is delighted to see China’s remarkable 
development achievements and is grateful to 
China for always adhering to principles and 
upholding justice and for its firm support and 
selfless help to Pakistan, Khan said.

“Facts have shown that China is Pakistan’s 
all-weather strategic cooperative partner 
and the two countries’ friendship enjoys 
popular support,” he said, hoping to continue 
strengthening exchanges, coordination and 
cooperation with China, and advancing the 
construction of the CPEC so as to make it a 
paradigm of the Belt and Road Initiative.

He also pledged to continue to firmly advance 
counter-terrorism efforts so as to safeguard 
security and stability.

Khan briefed Xi on Pakistan’s views on the 
Kashmir situation, hoping to avoid deterioration 
of the situation, saying that Pakistan values and 
appreciates China’s objective and unbiased 
position.

Xi told Khan that China is paying close attention 
to the Kashmir situation and the facts are clear.

“China supports Pakistan to safeguard its own 
legitimate rights and hopes that the relevant 
parties can solve their disputes through peaceful 
dialogue,” Xi said.

Xi meets Pakistani PM, calls for forging 
closer community of shared future

China	has	always	viewed	
relations	with	Pakistan	
as a diplomatic priority 

and	will	continue	to	firmly	
support Pakistan on 

issues concerning its core 
interests and of major 
concern to it, Xi said
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Chinese Premier meets Pakistani President
BEIJING, 17th March 2020 (Xinhua) -- 

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang and Pakistani 
President Arif Alvi held a meeting on 

Tuesday in Beijing, pledging to enhance 
cooperation in COVID-19 epidemic prevention 
and control.

After the outbreak of the epidemic, Pakistan, 
as an ironclad friend of China, quickly offered 
its aid to the Chinese people, Li said.

He said both countries are facing challenges 
of the epidemic at present, and China stands 
ready to share epidemic-control experience 
with and provide medical supplies to Pakistan.

Li said China’s efforts to contain COVID-19 
achieved a sustained and sound momentum 
as the spread of the novel coronavirus had 
been basically brought under control.

China is adjusting its prevention and control 
measures according to the latest situations, 
accelerating the process of a full resumption 
of work and production, and working to 
promote economic and social development, 

he said.

As the novel coronavirus is spreading in other 
parts of the world, China stands ready to 

enhance cooperation with the international 
community to jointly safeguard global public 
health security, Li said.

He added that China will work with Pakistan to 
advance the construction of key projects such 

as the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and 
industrial parks, assist Pakistan to tackle the 
plague of locusts, and enhance cooperation in 
international and regional affairs to promote 
peace and prosperity in the two countries and 
the region.

Alvi said his visit to China at this special time 
demonstrates the solidarity and friendship 
between the two peoples. Pakistan has always 
been China’s closest friend, and has always 
stood along with China, he added.

He said the comprehensive and powerful 
measures China adopted to curb the epidemic 
had shown positive results, which was also 
an important contribution to the global fight 
against COVID-19.

Pakistan is ready to learn from China’s 
experience and work with China to tackle 
the challenge, he said, expressing his belief 
that bilateral relations and cooperation will 
achieve further development after winning 
the battle against the epidemic.

After the outbreak of 
the epidemic, Pakistan, 
as an ironclad friend of 
China, quickly offered 
its aid to the Chinese 

people, Li said
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BEIJING, 8th Oct. 2019 (Xinhua) -- Chinese 
Premier Li Keqiang held talks with 
Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan here 

Tuesday, with both sides pledging to enhance 
cooperation between the two countries.

Khan is here to attend the closing ceremony of 
the International Horticultural Exhibition 2019 
Beijing and pay a working visit to China.

Li first expressed his sincere condolences to 
Pakistan’s government and people on their 
losses from the 5.8-magnitude earthquake that 
hit the South Asian country recently.

Noting that China and Pakistan are all-weather 
strategic cooperative partners, Li said the 
friendly relations between the two countries, 
which have no strings attached and are not 
targeted at any third party, enjoy a profound, 
solid foundation and win the heartfelt support 
of the two peoples.

Li said China attaches great importance to 
the prime minister’s visit, and China-Pakistan 
ties have always been a priority for China’s 
neighborhood diplomacy.

Li said China supports Pakistan in safeguarding 
its independence, sovereignty, territorial 
integrity, and legitimate rights and interests, 

in promoting its national prosperity, and in 
playing a greater role in international and 
regional affairs.

“China is ready to work with Pakistan to 
continue to deepen strategic mutual trust, 
expand pragmatic cooperation, enhance 
people-to-people and cultural exchanges, and 
push bilateral relations and cooperation to a 
new height,” he said.

Li said China-Pakistan cooperation is not only 
in line with both countries’ interests but also 
beneficial to regional peace and stability. He 
said that China is glad to see that Pakistan has 
managed to get through its economic hard 
times, and that China is willing to continue 
to provide assistance to Pakistan within its 
capacity.

He said China is ready to work with Pakistan 
to seek greater synergy between their 
development strategies, continue to promote 
the high-quality development of the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), strengthen 
cooperation in infrastructure, economy, 
trade, finance and industrial capacity, take 
strong measures to facilitate a more balanced 
development of bilateral trade, expand the 
export of competitive Pakistani products 

to China, and protect the saftey of Chinese 
institutions and personnel in Pakistan, in a bid 
to promote mutually beneficial results and 
common development.

For his part, Khan extended congratulations 
on the 70th anniversary of the founding of 
The People’s Republic of China. He said that 
thanks to China’s assistance and support, 
Pakistan’s economy has stabilized and gradually 
recovered. He said Pakistan stands ready 
to work with China to accelerate the joint 
construction of the Belt and Road and attaches 
great importance to the construction of the 
CPEC and Gwadar port.

Pakistan is willing to work with China to 
expand trade and investment, and promote 
cooperation in energy, hydroelectricity, nuclear 
electricity, railway and agriculture, he added.

After the talks, the two prime ministers 
attended a signing ceremony for a series of 
bilateral cooperation agreements including 
infrastructure construction, law enforcement 
and security, culture, education and media.

Prior to the talks, Li held a welcome ceremony 
for his Pakistani counterpart outside the Great 
Hall of the People.

China, Pakistan vow to strengthen cooperation
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President Xi Jinping called on 
18th June for the building 
of a high-quality Belt and 

Road, saying the right approach to 
tackling global crises and realizing 
long-term development is through 
greater connectivity, openness and 
inclusiveness.

Xi made the remark in a written 
message delivered to the High-Level 
Video Conference on Belt and Road 
International Cooperation attended 
by foreign ministers or officials at 
ministerial level from 25 countries.

Xi said the meeting is highly 
important as it gives Belt and Road 
partners an opportunity to discuss 
a collective response to COVID-19, 
advance cooperation and strengthen 
international solidarity.

The sudden attack of COVID-19 has 
posed a grave threat to the lives and 
health of people across the globe, 
he said, and it has dealt a heavy 
blow to the world economy and 
caused tough economic and social 
challenges for some countries, and 

in particular developing countries.

To contain the virus, Xi said, 
countries have taken robust and 
effective measures specific to their 
national conditions and are striving 
to resume economic and social 
development.

China will do what it can and 
contribute to an early global 
victory against COVID-19 and to the 
recovery of the global economy, he 
said.

Xi said that the pandemic has 
demonstrated again that all nations’ 
destinies are closely connected 
and humanity is a community 
with a shared future. “In taming 
the virus or in achieving economic 
recovery, we cannot succeed 
without solidarity, cooperation and 
multilateralism,” he added.

Saying China is committed to 
peaceful development and mutually 
beneficial cooperation, Xi stated 
that the country will work with its 
partners to develop the Belt and 
Road into a model of cooperation for 
meeting challenges through unity, 
a model of health for protecting 
people’s safety and well-being, a 
model of recovery for restoring 
economic and social activity and 
a model of growth for unlocking 
development potential.

“Through high-quality Belt and Road 
cooperation, we will contribute to a 
community with a shared future for 
mankind,” he added.

President stresses common destiny
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President stresses common destiny

Chinese President Xi Jinping on 17th 
May replied to a letter from Pakistani 
students at the University of Science 

and Technology Beijing (USTB), encouraging 
them to gain knowledge and understanding of 
China and hold exchanges with young people 
to enhance the building of a community of a 
shared future for mankind. 

Pakistani students who stayed in Beijing 
received good care and those who returned 
to Pakistan received personal protective 
equipment like masks from China, which 
deeply touched their hearts and prompted 
their idea of writing a letter to President Xi. 

Students wrote the letter and sent it via the 
university in April to mark friendship of the 
two countries during the COVID-19 pandemic.

In the letter, the students shared the 
university’s assistance in epidemic control and 
maintaining their studies, their experience 
of studying and living in China, as well as 
witnessing fast development of the country.

The students, when reached by the Global 
Times, said they were excited about receiving 
a letter of response from President Xi. They 
stressed that China and Pakistan are real 
friends sharing weal and woe, and spoke 
highly of China’s epidemic-control efforts and 
contribution to the world pandemic fight. 

This warm interaction came just ahead of the 
69th anniversary of diplomatic ties of China 
and Pakistan, which falls on Thursday. 

Learning that the students have enriched their 
knowledge and made quite a few Chinese 
friends while studying in China, Xi said he felt 
happy for the achievements they have made.

Xi said he learned that many foreign students 
have expressed their support to the Chinese 
people in various ways during China’s fight 
against COVID-19.

“A friend in need is a friend indeed,” he said, 
adding that China will continue providing 

various help to all foreign students studying in 
the country.

Xi welcomed outstanding youth from 
other countries to study in China. He also 
encouraged the students to communicate 
more with their Chinese peers and join hands 

with youth from all countries to contribute to 
promoting people-to-people connections and 
building a community with a shared future for 
mankind. 

Among 52 Pakistani students in the university, 
45 returned to their home country and 
seven stayed in Beijing during the COVID-19 

epidemic and were well taken care of.

Irfan Hussain, a PhD student in material 
engineering, said that university staff had 
given them masks, taken their temperatures 
every day, and helped with sanitation work. 

Midrar Ullah, who is majoring in management, 
was happy that his studies were not affected 
by the pandemic, as lectures, assignments 
and research were all conducted online. 

Except of being online, everything was 
routine, and the online library helped a lot. 
“We were in quarantine for a long time but I 
did not encounter much difficulty in daily life,” 
Ullah said. 

Ali Khan, a third-year PhD student, said that 
the only difficulty he met was they were not 
allowed to leave campus, which was “actually 
a good thing to protect us.” 

Khan’s father studied at USTB from 1979 to 
1983 and received a bachelor’s degree in 
mining. His father spoke a lot about his life 
in Beijing, which inspired Ali to pursue his 
studies at the school too. “I came to Beijing 
in 2014 and I will pass on the ties between 
my family and the school to my children,” said 
Khan. 

Abdul Sattar, who chose to stay in Beijing, 
shared epidemic-control knowledge with 
his family and friends back in Pakistan. “The 
school takes good care of us regardless of our 
nationality and race,” he said.  

These Pakistani students also wished for 
development of both countries and deeper 
friendship between the two sides. They are 
determined to further their studies and 
contribute to major strategic projects such 
as the CPEC and the China-proposed Belt and 
Road Initiative. 

China began receiving international students 
from Pakistan in 1964. In 2018, some 28,000 
Pakistani students studied in China, according 
to the Chinese Ministry of Education.

Xi’s reply letter inspires 
Beijing-based Pakistani 

students

Pakistani students 
who	stayed	in	Beijing	
received good care 
and	those	who	

returned to Pakistan 
received personal 

protective equipment 
like masks from 

China,	which	deeply	
touched their hearts 
and prompted their 
idea	of	writing	a	letter	

to President Xi
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Wang said that China will keep to its 
policy toward Pakistan, no matter 
how the international and regional 

situation may evolve and what difficulties or 
challenges may arise. 

It is important for the two sides to carry forward 
the defining feature and fine tradition of our 
relations.

State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi Holds Second Round of 
Strategic Dialogue with Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi
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The following countries are 
represented by their foreign or other 
ministers at the video conference: 

the Republic of Belarus, the Kingdom 
of Cambodia, the Republic of Chile, The 
People’s Republic of China, the Arab 
Republic of Egypt, the Federal Democratic 
Republic of Ethiopia, the Hellenic Republic, 
Hungary, the Republic of Indonesia, the 
Republic of Kazakhstan, the Republic 
of Kenya, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, 
Mongolia, the Republic of the Union of 
Myanmar, Nepal, the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan, the Independent State of Papua 
New Guinea, the Republic of Serbia, the 
Republic of Singapore, the Republic of 
Tajikistan, the Kingdom of Thailand, the 
United Arab Emirates, the Republic of 
Uzbekistan. The Foreign Minister of the 
Russian Federation delivered a written 
statement.

We will advance our cooperation in a 
people-centered approach.

1. We, the foreign and other ministers of the Belt 
and Road cooperation partners*,  held a video 
conference under the theme of “Belt and Road 
International Cooperation: Combating COVID-19 
with Solidarity” on 18 June 2020. We welcome 
the participation of the Director-General of 
World Health Organization and the Administrator 
of the United Nations Development Programme.

2. The COVID-19 pandemic poses a serious 
threat to human health, safety and well-being 

as well as the socio-economic development of 
our countries and the world at large. Our first 
priority is to contain the spread of the virus, 
save lives and safeguard global public health. 
We offer our sincere condolences to the families 
and societies of the victims of the pandemic. 
We also express our gratitude and support 
to all frontline health-care workers, medical 
professionals, scientists and researchers as well 
as other essential workers around the world 
who are working under difficult and challenging 
conditions to deal with the pandemic. 

3. The COVID-19 constitutes a global challenge 
that calls for global response based on unity, 
solidarity, mutual support and multilateral 
cooperation. We recognize the central role of 
the United Nations system in catalyzing and 
coordinating the comprehensive global response 
to control and contain the spread of COVID-19 as 
well as the efforts of Member States therein, and 
acknowledge in this regard the key leadership 
role of the World Health Organization.

4. We agree that there is no place for any form 
of discrimination, stigmatization, racism and 
xenophobia in our response to the pandemic. 

5. Recalling the spirit and principles reflected 
in the Joint Communique of the Leaders’ 
Roundtable of the 2nd Belt and Road Forum 
for International Cooperation, we will continue 
our efforts in promoting international 
cooperation, including high-quality Belt and 
Road cooperation. Such equal cooperation will 
continue to be open, green and clean, based 
on extensive consultation, joint efforts, shared 

and mutual benefits, as well as pursuit of high-
standard, people-centered and sustainable 
development. 

Towards a Health Silk Road

6. We support mutual efforts in combating the 
COVID-19, and will cooperate to address, control 
and overcome the pandemic through the sharing 
of timely and necessary information, experiences 
and best practices for diagnosis and treatment 
of the COVID-19, strengthening and upgrading 
the capacity of public health system, promoting 
joint scientific research and international 
dialogues among health professionals, and 
providing assistance to countries in need. We 
encourage bilateral, regional and international 
mechanisms to jointly counter the COVID-19, 
where necessary.

7. We underscore that an equitable access 
to health products is a global priority. We 
are committed to enhancing the availability, 
accessibility and affordability of health products 
of assured quality, particularly vaccines, 
medicines and medical supplies, which are 
fundamental to tackling the pandemic. Along 
these lines, we welcome and appreciate mutual 
support and assistance offered among partner 
countries. We welcome the United Nations’ 
efforts to strengthen global humanitarian 
response depots, and welcome relevant 
countries to explore the possibility to set up 
regional reserve centers or units for rapid 
deployment of medical supplies or personnel. 
We believe that COVID-19 vaccines should be 
recognized as global public goods. 

* The following countries are represented by their foreign or other ministers at the video conference: the Republic of Belarus, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of Chile, the People’s 
Republic of China, the Arab Republic of Egypt, the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, the Hellenic Republic, Hungary, the Republic of Indonesia, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the 
Republic of Kenya, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Mongolia, the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Nepal, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the 
Independent State of Papua New Guinea, the Republic of Serbia, the Republic of Singapore, the Republic of Tajikistan, the Kingdom of Thailand, the United Arab Emirates, the Republic of 
Uzbekistan. The Foreign Minister of the Russian Federation delivered a written statement.

Joint Statement of the High-level Video Conference on Belt and Road 
International Cooperation: Combating COVID-19 with Solidarity
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8. We call for investment in building sound 
and resilient health related infrastructures, 
including the development of telemedicine. 
We will provide necessary healthcare support 
for each other’s citizens affected by COVID-19 
in our territories including the frontline health 
workers and those working for Belt and Road 
and other programmes within available national 
capabilities in line with respective national laws 
and regulations.  

Boosting Connectivity

9. We believe that promoting global 
partnership on connectivity based on openness,  
transparency, and inclusiveness, provides 
an opportunity for all and will contribute to 
combating the COVID-19 pandemic, mitigating 
its impacts and promoting socio-economic 
recovery. We support comprehensive and 
multi-modal infrastructure connectivity and 
sustainable transport system. We encourage 
countries to enhance their air, land and sea 
links through interoperable and multi-modal 
transport. We recognize the importance of 
cross-border and trans-regional transport and 
logistic passages, which include land, air and 
sea routes as well as transport infrastructure 
projects, in delivering vital medical supplies, 
equipment, food, critical agricultural products, 
and other essential goods, securing supply 
chains and promoting international trade, and 
meeting the needs of people’s livelihood and 
economic development. We will cooperate to 
keep those passages open or resume operation 
as soon as the situation permits.

10. We reiterate our support to build high-
quality, reliable, resilient and sustainable 
infrastructure, ensuring its viability, affordability, 
accessibility, inclusiveness and broad benefit 
over its entire life-cycle, and contributing to 
sustainable development of partner countries 
and the industrialization of developing countries.

11. We welcome efforts to resume, in an orderly 
and step-by-step manner, normal cross-border 
movement of people while strictly following 
necessary epidemic prevention and control 
measures. We support the efforts by countries 
in need to strengthen bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation, including through the establishment 
of relevant networks, such as the voluntary 
development of express passenger channels 
for cross-border flow of business personnel, 
professionals and technical experts involved 
in international development cooperation 
projects, and green passages for cross-border 
trade in goods at the earliest convenience. We 
encourage relevant measures which include 
but are not limited to communication and 
coordination on mutual recognition of health 
testing results and quarantine arrangements 
agreed among relevant ministries in respective 
countries.

Promoting Economic Recovery

12. We support a universal, rules-based, open, 
transparent and non-discriminatory multilateral 
trading system with WTO at its core. We call 
for stabilizing the regional and the global 
industrial chains and supply chains, ensuring 
the continued flow of goods, services and 
personnel, as well as assisting the industries and 
economies adversely affected by COVID-19. We 
also highlight the importance of fair competition 
and the protection of intellectual property.

13. Our measures to promote economic 
recovery particularly the orderly resumption 

of productive activities and re-connection of 
the global value chain, will draw upon the 
professional advice of the relevant international 
organizations including WHO, based on our 
efforts in combating the COVID-19 pandemic. In 
view of the global economic and social disruption 
caused by the COVID-19,it is important for 
countries to enhance cooperation in such areas 
as digital economy,health care industry and food 
security,and explore new sources of growth by 
promoting e-commerce,smart cities and other 
applications of digital technology, as well as 
the use of artificial intelligence and big data 
technology, helping narrow the digital divide 
while drawing on international good practices.

14. We support dialogues and exchanges in 
areas of major development strategies, plans 
and policies, including through the coordination 
between the Belt and Road Initiative and 
other national, regional and international 
development strategies, programmes or 
initiatives. We encourage and support business 
friendly policies, particularly for the micro, 
small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) and 
the vulnerable economic sectors. We also 
take note of the efforts of certain countries 

to gradually restore tourism while ensuring 
sufficient epidemic prevention and control 
measures. We emphasize the importance of 
strengthening cooperation in human resource 
development, education, vocational and 
professional training to build up the capacity of 
our peoples to better adapt to the challenges 
brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic. We 
remain committed to the implementation of 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
and the Paris Climate Change Agreement while 
giving due consideration to the special needs 
and requirements of the LDCs and LLDCs. We 
welcome the UN system’s continued support to 
the Belt and Road cooperation. 

15. We welcome the G20’s initiative on 
suspension of debt service payments for the 
world’s least developed countries for promoting 
their economic recoveries and sustainable 
development. 

Deepening Practical Cooperation

16. Building on the progress already made, we 
will move forward with our cooperation on 
economic and transport corridors, economic 
and trade cooperation zones and other Belt 
and Road practical cooperation, in accordance 
with respective national development 
agenda, to further boost economic growth, 
social development and the improvement of 
people’s livelihood. 17. We emphasize the 
importance of economic, social, fiscal, financial 
and environmental sustainability of projects. 
We call on all market players in the Belt and 
Road cooperation to respect corporate social 
responsibility and follow the principles of the 
UN Global Compact.  18. We will continue to 
implement the consensus reached during the 
2nd Belt and Road Forum for International 
Cooperation together with other partners, and 
promote bilateral, trilateral and multilateral 
cooperation in areas such as development 
policy synergy, increased infrastructure 
investment, economic corridors, economic 
and trade cooperation zones, industrial parks, 
finance, trade, innovation and technology, 
maritime cooperation, business-to-business 
ties, people-to-people and cultural exchange. 
We encourage all parties to create an enabling 
business environment for trade and investment 
promotion and industrial cooperation.

We will advance our cooperation in a people-
centered approach. We reiterate that 
promoting peace, development and human 
rights, mutually-beneficial cooperation, and 
honoring the purposes and principles of the UN 
Charter and international law are our common 
responsibilities; achieving strong, sustainable, 
balanced and inclusive growth and improving 
people’s quality of life are our common goals; 
creating a prosperous and peaceful world with 
shared future is our common aspiration.

We reiterate that promoting peace, 
development and human rights, 
mutually-beneficial	cooperation,	
and honoring the purposes and 
principles of the UN Charter and 
international	law	are	our	common	
responsibilities; achieving strong, 

sustainable, balanced and inclusive 
growth	and	improving	people’s	

quality of life are our common goals; 
creating a prosperous and peaceful 

world	with	shared	future	is	our	
common aspiration



Diplomatic Focus   October 202044 www.diplomaticfocus.org

Special Supplement on the 71st Anniversary of the Founding of The People’s Republic of China 

President	Dr.	Arif	Alvi	received	the	Chinese	medical	team	on	April	9	at	Aiwan-e-Sadr	and	highly	appreciated	their	efforts

Prime	Minister	Imran	Khan	has	inaugurated	the	China-aided	Isolation	Hospital	and	Infections	Treatment	Center	(IHITC)	to	enhance	the	country’s	capability	to	fight	
COVID-19	and	ease	pressure	on	hospitals	in	capital	Islamabad.	Chief	of	Army	Staff	Gen.	Qamar	Javed	Bajwa,	Information	Minister	Shibli	Faraz,	Chairman	of	

CPEC	Authority	Asim	Saleem	Bajwa,	and	Chinese	Ambassador	to	Pakistan	Yao	Jing	attended	the	inauguration	ceremony

Pictures of China-Pakistan Cooperation on Fighting against 
the Covid-19
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On	30th	June,	a	China-Pakistan	joint	cooperation	mechanism	on	COVID-19	
response	was	officially	established	and	the	first	video	conference	held.	

Representatives from the diplomatic, health, education and customs 
departments	of	the	two	sides	attended	the	meeting

The Chinese government handed over assistance to Pakistan at the Noor 
Khan	Airbase.	Ambassador	Yao	Jing,	Chairman	NDMA	Lt.	Gen	Afzal	and	
representatives from the Pakistani government and military attended the 

ceremony

An	8-member	medical	expert	team	organized	by	the	Chinese	government	
arrived	Islamabad	on	March	28	to	help	Pakistan	fight	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	
Pakistani	Foreign	Minister	Shah	Mahmood	Qureshi,	Chairman	NDMA	Lt.	Gen	

Afzal	and	Ambassador	Yao	Jing	welcomed	the	Chinese	medical	team

The	People’s	Republic	of	China	(PLA)	sent	a	medical	expert	team	and	
medical	supplies	to	Pakistan	on	April	24.	They	were	received	by	Pakistan’s	

Chairman	of	Joint	Chiefs	of	Staff	Committee	Nadeem	Raza,	and	Ambassador	
Yao	Jing	at	the	airport

The	China-aided	Isolation	Hospital	and	Infections	Treatment	Center	(IHITC)	
was	built	in	40	days	with	the	cooperation	from	China.	The	hospital	has	five	
different	wards	and	250	beds	with	maximum	facilities	to	diagnose	and	treat	

the infectious diseases.

On	23rd	July,	Vice-Foreign	Minister	of	China	Luo	Zhaohui	and	Foreign	
Secretary	of	Pakistan	Sohail	Mahmood	held	the	2nd	Round	of	Bilateral	

Political	Consultations	via	video-link.	During	the	Consultations,	a	wide	range	
of	issues	were	discussed	including	Pakistan-China	bilateral	relations,	regional	
security	situation,	deepening	cooperation	in	pandemic	of	COVID-19,	CPEC,	

and further solidifying bilateral economic cooperation
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Part 4

The	Heavy	Mechanical	Complex	(HMC)	has	signed	an	agreement	with	six	
Chinese	companies.	The	agreement	would	help	strengthen	mutual	economic	
cooperation.	The	second	phase	of	the	CPEC	would	help	Pakistan	in	building	
its	capacity	in	various	fields	including	manufacturing,	agriculture	and	science	

and	technology.	In	the	context	of	the	global	fight	against	the	Covid-19	
pandemic,	China	and	Pakistan	have	overcome	various	difficulties	and	insisted	

on strengthening cooperation

The Embassy of China in Islamabad has donated 8,000 food packages for 
distribution among most vulnerable segment amongst the Afghan refugees, 
especially	those	who	have	been	adversely	affected	due	to	current	COVID-19	
pandemic. Earlier, the Chinese Embassy also donated 1,500 food packages 
which	were	distributed	among	Afghan	Refugees	in	the	start	of	Holy	month	of	

Ramadan

China	will	donate	equipment	worth	about	4	million	U.S.	dollars	to	vocational	
schools	in	Pakistan	to	support	the	socio-economic	development	of	the	

country. The Government of China has also supported Pakistan to mitigate 
the	impact	of	COVID-19	pandemic,	a	number	of	projects	under	social	

welfare	of	the	poor	and	vulnerable	people	were	already	under	progress	like	
cooperation	in	PM’s	Low	Cost	Housing	Scheme	and	boosting	rural	economy	

through agricultural support

China	is	providing	technical	training	equipment	worth	PKR	650	million	for	
establishing smart classrooms in 50 Pakistani institutes. Annually around 

50,000	TVET	graduates	would	benefit	from	this	project.	
90	percent	of	labor	for	CPEC	projects	will	be	local	and	for	training	of	
engineers	China	and	Pakistan	will	jointly	launch	various	scholarship	

programs.	20,000	scholarships	and	1500	short	term	internship	programs	to	
Pakistani	workforce	are	in	pipeline	which	will	be	started	post	Covid-19

According	to	incomplete	statistics,	as	of	mid-August,	China	has	gifted	7	
batches of 106 tons of medical supplies to Pakistan, including more than 

330,000	test	kits,	7	million	masks,	420,000	sets	of	medical	protective	clothing,	
over 1,700 ventilators and so on

On	August	13th,	China	handed	over	1,000	BiPAP	ventilators	to	Pakistan	at	
the	Islamabad	International	Airport	to	help	Pakistan	battle	the	COVID-19	
pandemic.	Lieutenant	General	Muhammad	Afzal,	Chairman	of	Pakistan’s	

National	Disaster	Management	Authority	(NDMA),	appreciated	the	
government and people of China for the continuous assistance to his country 

during the pandemic. He said China not only helped Pakistan battle the 
pandemic,	but	also	assisted	the	country	in	fighting	the	locust	swarms	by	

providing pesticide and related equipment
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Pakistan’s students donated considerable masks to China through the 
Chinese Embassy in Pakistan in Islamabad on 15th February

The	Hunza	region	in	Gilgit-Baltistan,	Pakistan	donated	7,000	surgical	masks	to	
China through the Chinese Embassy in Pakistan in Islamabad on 5th February

In the early days of the outbreak, the government and people of Pakistan from 
various	sectors	have	gone	out	of	their	way	to	donate	epidemic	containment	

supplies to China

The	Chinese	medical	team	worked	with	their	Pakistani	counterparts	in	
Pakistan

	Khunjerab	Pass	is	temporarily	open	for	facilitating	the	flow	of	goods	between	
China	and	Pakistan	amid	COVID-19.	On	August	3rd,	4	vehicles	of	agricultural	
products	and	1	vehicle	of	anti-epidemic	materials	were	handled	through	it	

after	getting	over	difficulties

Two	tons	of	medical	supplies	from	China	were	successfully	handed	over	to	
Pakistan	on	March	27th	at	the	Khunjerab	pass.	The	border	crossing	between	
the	two	countries	at	Khunjerab	only	opens	from	April	1	to	November	30.	To	

ensure the rapid customs clearance of medical supplies, Xinjiang temporarily 
opened the pass and provided a green channel to release medical supplies
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By Hamid Ali

First of all, I would like to extend my best 
gratitude for offering me this opportunity to 
pen my thoughts regarding the concerned 

topic. I’ve been serving Karot Power Company 
for around three years and feel a great pride for 
being a member of esteemed team of KPCL that 
would, in near future, claim the credit of reaching 
an incredible milestone of completing the first 
ever Hydropower Project by “China Three Gorges 
Corporation” under the umbrella of CPEC Projects 
in Pakistan.

As an enthusiastic worker of the dynamic KPCL 
squad, I feel immensely grateful to the Chinese 
leadership for introducing the CPEC projects in 
Pakistan which would not only strengthen the 
long-term Pak-China friendship; but also extend 
job opportunities for thousands of the Pakistanis 
bringing progress and prosperity in the country.

The Project started the construction from 1 
December, 2016 and achieved Financial

Closing on 22 February, 2017. Till date, around 79% 
civil works of the Project has been completed. As 
per the construction schedule, the testing of the 
first Unit will start in May 2021, and the Company 
plans to carry out the reservoir impoundment 
around February 2021; and expected to be fully 
operational on December 31, 2021.

It is extremely applauded that the entire staff, 
comprised of Pakistani and Chinese nationals, 
have been working at site in a blissful and friendly 
working environment; and have joined hands for 
the a colossal cause of embracing our destination 

(COD) within the stipulated time frame of the 
Project. Meanwhile, unfortunately, the Covid-19 
pandemic hit the entire globe leaving the world 
in a great state of shock and sufferings. Of course, 
this deadly pandemic distressed our project too. 
By mid-August, the global Covid-19 tally crossed 
23 million, with over 810,000 deaths. However, 
Pakistan’s numbers remained relatively low, at 
around 292,000 infections and over 6,200 deaths 
in a population of 220.4 million. While the world 
recorded more than 4 million infections and over 
200,000 deaths, whereas Pakistan contributed 
around 12,000 cases and less than 250 deaths to 
that tally. The government refused to impose full 
lockdown by keeping the conditions of the daily 
wagers and went for the smart lockdown instead 
of. Subsequently, the government reopened the 
economy in phases and in doing so achieved the 
impossible by flattening the curve and kept the 
economy breathing successfully. Overall, Pakistan 
received 293,711 and out of which a significant 
number of 278,425 have been recovered leaving 
6,255 causalities and only 9031 active cases still 
fighting their battle.

In this testing time, KPCL team did not lose 
momentum and fought the outbreak applying all 
precautionary measures at site such as wearing 
masks, utilizing hand-sanitizers and maintaining 
social distancing apart from imposing complete 
lockdown at the site. This administrative strategy 
worked positively resulting into keeping the site 
Corona-free and strived to maintain the work-
pace alive up to the best possible way.

Although, the world is still fighting the battle 
against this common enemy but the heads are 
high and commitment is great; as they say:

“Gold Medals are not really made of gold; they are 
made of sweat, determination and commitment.”

Likewise, the KPCL team is marching towards its 
common goal with distinctive collaboration and 
matchless cooperation of Pakistani & Chinese staff 
together.

Karot Hydropower Project Amidst Covid-19

Six Months with COVID-19 at Karot Hydropower Project
By Abdul Hafeez

My name is Abdul Hafeez and I am working 
as Senior Manager (Social) with Karot 
Power Company (Pvt) Limited (KPCL). 

Karot Power Company (Private) Limited (KPCL) is 
developing a 720MW Hydropower Project (HPP) 
on the Jhelum River. The dam site is located at 
karot in the tehsil Kahuta district Rawalpindi of 
Punjab province. The left side of the project is 
Hollar village in Azad Jummu & Kashmir. KPCL 
is a special purpose vehicle company owned 
by China Three Gorges South Asian Investment 
Limited (CSAIL) a subsidiary of China Three Gorges 
Corporation (CTG), one of the largest state-owned 
enterprise of China. The Project is included in the 
Prioritized Projects/Early Harvest Projects (EHP) 

by the Joint Cooperation Committee of China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) which will be 
completed in 5 years.

The Construction of Karot Hydropower Project 
commenced on 1 st December 2016. With a 
total construction period of 5 years the Project 
is planned to be completed on 30 th November 
2021. Till date more than 78% of the work has 
been completed. The current progress on the 
main components of the Project is as follows:

 -Spillway is 66% complete 
-Main Dam is 49% complete 
-Headrace Tunnels are 92% complete
-Main Powerhouse is 81% complete

Karot project is environment friendly and 

socially viable as only 53 households from karot 
village (Punjab) and 28 households from Hollar 
(AJ&K) displaced. Karot Power Company paid 
the compensation to the affectees for their lost 
assets. Parallel to the construction of Project, KPCL 
is implementing a Community Investment Plan 
(CIP) for the social uplift of community around the 
Karot Project. Under the CIP, we are improving 
the Health facilities, Education facilities, drinking 
water supply, access roads and infrastructure. 
So far, we have constructed two schools and one 
Basic Health Unit (BHU) in AJ&K side and two 
schools in Punjab side. Also five CIP projects are 
under construction both in Punjab and AJ&K side.

In the month of February 2020, when the first 
case of Corona Virus reported in Pakistan, KPCL 
worked proactively to protect not only the more 
than 5000 workers at project site as well as the 
local community near the project site. The Project 
social and HSE team arranged the awareness 
sessions about the COVID-19 and precautionary 
measures in nearby schools and colleges. Also 
distributed the face mask, soap among the 
students. CTG group also sent donation the 
form of Mask, Gloves and Ventilators etc for 
the Pakistani people to face the COVID-19 Karot 
HPP management was well aware of severity of 
the COVID-19 impacts and in order to ensure 
the physical health and life safety of Chinese 
and Pakistani employees at the project site. The 
management timely established a leading group 
for the prevention and control of epidemic caused 
by novel Corona Virus, a prevention and control 
plan prepared and implemented. It was well 
managed and by the grace of Almighty ALLAH all 
the workers at project are safe and healthy. CTG 
head quarter sent one special medical team at 
Karot project for the assistance in the prevention 
of COVID-19.

Although, we at the project are safe and healthy 
but on the other hand suffered a lot in terms of 
missing the families. The lock down was imposed 
at project on 23 March 2020 and during these six 
months; we missed many of our family events of 
enjoyment and sadness including two Eid Festivals. 
However, during this critical time period, our 
Chinese Management made special arrangements 
to accommodate the Pakistani staff. Our Chinese 
colleagues also extended their cooperation and 
exchanged the gifts on the occasions of Eid il 
Fiter and Eid ul Azha. The project management 
arranged special food for the workers on these 
occasions. Our family members also encouraged 
us during the stay at site as our stay could 
contribute in the timely completion of the project. 
This stay enhanced our ability of cooperation and 
accommodation of others, As well as CTG head 
quarter also acknowledged the sacrifice the 
Pakistani staff at project. We also appreciate our 
management and Chinese colleagues for their 
cooperation and support, enabling the Pakistan 
staff to stay at site in a comfortable manner.

Long Live Pak – China Friendship!
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Three Gorges Second Phase Wind Power 
Projects is located at Jhimpir, Thatta District, 
Sindh Province, 90 KM west from Karachi. 

It is a Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) project, 
developed and constructed by Three Gorges 
Second Wind Farm Pakistan Limited (TGS) and 
Three Gorges Third Wind Farm Pakistan (Private) 
Limited (TGT). The total investment amount is USD 
224 million on the basis of Build-Own-Operate 
(BOO), with a construction period of 18 months 
and an operation period of 20 years. The total 
installation capacity is 99 MW, with an annual 
electricity output of 286.6 GWh. It was listed as 
actively promoted project in the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor in August, 2014.

Many milestones have been fulfilled since 2014. 
The ground breaking ceremony was held in 
January 2016. The Projects construction period 
formally commenced on 1st September, 2016. 
The Energy Purchasing Agreement (EPA) and 
Implementation Agreement (IA) were signed 
and financial close was achieved in March 2017. 
The rate of equity to loan is 30%: 70%. The loan 
is provided by China Development Bank. The 
construction of the foundations and the hoisting 
of all 66 fans were completed in May 2017 and 
February 2018, respectively. Projects Energization 
and 168 Hours Reliability Run Tests were 
completed and the Certificate of Commissioning 

of the Complex was issued on 20th June 2018. At 
present, the Projects is in operation phase and is 
one of the prime electricity producing projects 
in the wind industry of Pakistan, decreasing the 
shortage of electricity in this country. The Projects 
has generated total electricity of 554 GWh for 
the first two agreement years. The Projects 
are continuing working towards localization, 
diversification and internationalization 

The prime goal of China Three Gorges (CTG) 
is to “build a power plant and generate green 
energy, promote the local economy, improve the 
local environment and enhance the welfare of 
the local people”. The Projects has always been 
supporting and planning to bring social benefits to 
the local people. It created more than 500 direct 
job opportunities for the local people during the 
construction period and creates approximately 
160 in operation phase. Since 2017, the Projects 
has been conducting its Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) activities in Jhimpir on an 
annual basis, investing more than USD 60,000 
to improve the education and living standards of 
local people. 

The Projects has been helping local communities 
to fight the COVID-19 pandemic since its outbreak 
in Pakistan. 1) On May 22, when Eid al-Fitr Day 
was approaching, an epidemic prevention supply 

donation ceremony was held at the Projects 
site. 40,000 medical surgical masks, 1,600 KN95 
masks, 875 sets of protective suits and 1,500 
pieces of other protective gear were donated to 
Thatta District by the Projects on behalf of CTG. 
2) In addition to that, the Projects responded to 
the call of District Administration Thatta in helping 
local villagers by donating more than 500,000 
rupees for provision of ration to the villagers, 
which will help over 245 houses of 14 villages 
where deserving daily wage workers and their 
dependents are residing who have not been able 
to earn their livelihood during the lockdown. This 
donation will reach out to over 1,225 individuals 
assuming an average family size of five. 3) On 
June 11, Letter of Gratitude for Employees’ 
Services during Pandemic Situation signed by 
CEO of project companies along with epidemic 
prevention supplies were distributed to Pakistani 
employees working from home and their families 
to ensure their health and safety, and help develop 
a safety culture in their communities.

China and Pakistan are true friends that stand 
by each other through thick and thin and good 
friends that share weal and woe. The Projects will 
continue to provide clean energy to Pakistan and 
do what it can to help fighting COVID-19 here, 
showing what true friends and good friends really 
mean.

Three Gorges Second Phase Wind Power 
Projects (2×49.5 MW) & Its Support to 
Pakistan in Fighting against COVID-19
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Kohala Hydropower Project (“the 
project”) is being built on River Jhelum in 
Azad Kashmir under CPEC and has been 

awarded to Kohala Hydropower Company 
Ltd (KHCL), which is a subsidiary of China 
Three Gorges Corporation (CTG). The project 
is located in district Muzaffarabad of Azad 
Jammu & Kashmir and about 85 kilometers 
from Islamabad, the Capital of Pakistan. The 
Project cost is $2.4 billion, which is Pakistan’s 
largest power sector investment in a single 
Independent Power Producer (IPP) till date.

The Project has made significant progress as 
its tripartite agreement was signed between 
KHCL and the governments of Pakistan on 
25th Jun 2020. Moreover, its feasibility Study 
(stage-1) Tariff has been announced by NEPRA, 
over 4000 kanal of land has been acquired, 
and Environmental NOC has been issued 
by AJ&K Environmental Protection agency. 
KHCL is working on fast track to achieve 
financial closing by Jun 2021. Moreover, the 
preliminary construction work on the project 
will be started soon to achieve commercial 
operation in year 2026-27.

KHCL provided its full support to the 
Government of Pakistan when the Corona 
Virus (COVID-19) outbreak in Pakistan. A 
plane carrying a large amount of medical 
supplies, which departed from Beijing, landed 
at Islamabad International Airport on the 
evening of April 26. Through this flight, the 
first batch of Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
anti-epidemic medical supplies donated by 
China Three Gorges Corporation (CTG) to the 

Pakistani government successfully arrived in 
Pakistan. These medical supplies included 
more than 400,000 surgical masks, more than 
8,000 sets of protective clothing, thousands of 
protective masks, medical caps, shoe covers 
and so on. The second batch of medical 
equipment and medical supplies, including 
ventilators, monitors, medical protective 
clothing, surgical masks, etc. with volume of 
about 170 cubic meters and weight of around 
13 tons, were arrived on April 29.

These supplies were handed over to Pakistan’s 
National Disaster Management Authority 
(NDMA), on behalf of the Pakistani government 
at the airport. A brief receiving ceremony was 
also held at airport, which was participated by 
Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan, Mr. Yao Jing, 
Pakistan’s Energy Minister, Mr. Omar Ayub 
Khan, Chairman CPEC Authority, Mr. Lt. Gen. 
Asim Saleem Bajwa (Retd.), and Mr. Zhang 
Jun, CEO KHCL.

Pakistan’s Energy Minister, Mr. Omar said at 
the ceremony that the Pakistani government 
is very grateful to CTG for its generous 
assistance and thanked Chinese government 
and CTG from the bottom of his heart. He 
highlighted that we are all going through a 
difficult time, but as long as we are united, 
we will fight the epidemic together with our 
friends, who help each other.

Ambassador Mr. Yao Jing said in his speech 
that the large amount of medical supplies 
and equipment provided by CTG to Pakistan 
is of great symbolic significance, symbolizing 

that the Chinese people stand firmly with the 
Pakistani people in the critical moment of 
fighting against the epidemic. We believe that 
with the strong leadership of the Pakistani 
government and with the active efforts of the 
Pakistani people, Pakistan will surely achieve 
the final victory in the prevention and control 
of the epidemic.

On the packaging boxes of these medical 
supplies, there were many pictures on Pak-
China jointly battling against COVID-19, which 
were drawn by children of CTG’s Chinese 
workers, symbolizing that the Chinese people 
stand firmly with the Pakistani people in 
the critical moment of fighting against the 
epidemic. About 70 percent of these supplies 
were provided to Pakistani institutions and 
hospitals to enhance their resilience and the 
remaining was donated directly to the villages 
which will be affected due to the construction 
of the Project, so that the surrounding people 
can feel the warmth from CTG during the 
epidemic prevention.

Kohala Hydropower Project & Its Support To Pakistan 
In Fighting Against Corona Virus (COVID-19)
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By Tehseen

The better the infrastructure of a country, 
the more prosperous the economy 
and the stronger the overall strength 

would be. The vigorous development of 
infrastructure not only greatly promotes the 
convenience of people’s life, but also brings 
a lot of employment opportunities to the 
common people, so that people can live and 
work in peace & contentment and enjoy a 
better life. The reason why our neighbor – 
China has been able to develop rapidly in the 
past few decades, and has become the second 
largest economy in the world from a poor and 
weak country has fully proved that: The perfect 
Infrastructure construction is a necessary 
premise for a country’s development. 
Compared with China, our good neighbor and 
friend, Pakistan still has a long way to go in our 
development level and speed, and there is still 
a lot of space for improvement of life quality 
of our citizens.

Pakistan has an advantageous geographical 
location and close trade ties with neighboring 
countries. Our reserves of coal, ore and other 
resources are abundant, and the exploitation 
potential is huge. At the same time, as the 
sixth most populous country in the world, 
our demographic dividend far exceeds that 
of most other countries. However, what is 
not equated with these advantages is our 

country’s relatively backward infrastructure 
status, imperfect transportation conditions, 
and in-advanced and inconvenient modern 
urban environment. The slow speed of 
infrastructure construction has severely 
restricted the development level of our entire 
country.

Fortunately, the “Belt and Road Initiative” and 
“China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)” 
appeared when we needed them most. The 
two major initiatives put forward by President 
Xi Jinping are a win-win model for promoting 
coordinated regional development. The 
friendly cooperation between China and 
Pakistan under these two frameworks has 
laid a firm foundation for Pakistan’s economic 
transformation and prosperity and has 
created great prospects.

In the past few decades, China has provided 
a lot of assistance to Pakistan’s infrastructure 
development, import & export trade, and 
poverty resolution. Pakistan and China 
have always maintained a firm ally. Now the 
construction of CPEC will further help Pakistan 
to speed up the improvement of the status quo 
of infrastructure construction, and will bring 
tangible benefits to the Pakistani people. Our 
electricity will be more abundant, travel will 
be more convenient, products will be better 
sold, and ordinary people will have more job 
opportunities. Therefore, the construction 

of CPEC and the arrival of more outstanding 
Chinese companies are warmly supported and 
welcomed by us.

I am currently working in China State 
Construction Engineering Cooperation 
Ltd. and have worked on CPEC’s largest 
transportation infrastructure project – PKM 
Motorway Project for 3 years. I have some 
personal feelings about Chinese companies.

The company’s rules and regulations are clear 
and complete. CSCEC has a very clear and 
complete set of systems and regulations to 
maintain the company’s efficient operation 
and protect the rights and interests of every 
employee. Here, both Chinese and Pakistani 
employees are respected and treated equally. 
Everyone has a clear division of work, a well 
defined duty, and a safe and professional 
working environment. Everyone working here 
is very satisfied.

The company attaches great importance 
to technology research, development and 
application. It is worth noting that the 
company has mastered a large number of 
advanced science and technologies, and 
always focuses on research, development and 
application. For example, the “SBS modified 
bitumen technology” and “deflection testing 
technology” used on PKM motorway have 
never been used in road projects in Pakistan 

New Horizon: Pakistani Employees of
Chinese-Funded Enterprises’ View on CPEC
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before, and they have been proved to be very 
advanced. In addition, we have established 
a complete laboratory at site and adopted 
a large number of modern machinery and 
equipment. Meanwhile, the company also 
organized a lot of trainings for us. Many 
Pakistani employees learned and mastered 
advanced operation and construction 
techniques here, and became senior managers 
or skilled workers.

The company also actively promotes cultural 
exchanges. A variety of staff activities were 
organized for us almost every month, including 
birthday parties, sports competitions, singing 
and dancing events, etc., which created many 
opportunities for us to learn about the cultural 
traditions of the two countries. Last year the 
company’s HQ held a staff sports meeting 
in Wuhan and invited several colleagues 
including me to spend an unforgettable 

week. I was deeply shocked by the degree 
of development of China’s cities. I very much 
hope that Pakistan can develop rapidly with 
the help of China, so that we can also live such 
a good life soon.

In addition, I was greatly impressed by the 
company’s performance this year during 
Covid-19 pandemic. Thanks to the efficient 
and strict management and execution ability, 
none of our employees in Pakistan has been 
infected, and both Chinese and Pakistani 
employees are well protected. The company 
has also donated epidemic prevention 
materials to local hospitals and institutions 
on many occasions, supported local people 
fighting against the virus, and implemented 
the China-Pakistan friendship with real 
actions.

Through these personal experiences, I deeply 
feel that when an employee chooses the right 
company, he or she will gain far more than 
good salary and vacation. And if a country 
chooses the right ally, the gain will most 
likely be the opportunity of take-off and 
development of the entire nation. Opening 
up and embracing China, the right ally, will 
have a profound influence on Pakistan. We 
shall comprehensively deepen bilateral 
cooperation, unswervingly promote the 
construction of CPEC, improve the status of 
Pakistan’s infrastructure, and develop the 
national economy, after that Pakistan will 
surely have a brighter future.
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Thar Block II 2×330MW Coal Fired 
Power Project is at the northeast side 
of Islamkot with distance of 25km, 

it includes two sets of 330 MW subcritical 
Circulating Fluidized Bed (CFB) coal-fired units 
while utilizing in-furnace desulphurization 
technology. This project is relied on Thar Coal 
Mine Project. The designed power plant is a 
mine mouth plant which is about 5km away 
from mining pit. Coal will be transported by 
truck to coal yard, fly ash and slag will be 
transported by truck to ash yard and buried. 

Thar Block II 2×330MW Power Plant achieved 
COD on 10th July 2019 delivering additional 
power to the national grid, utilizing the rich 
coal reserves in Thar, sufficient to provide 
power for 2 million family. This marks a 
landmark initiative for the country as it 
seeks to diversify energy sources to meet the 
growing demand for power. As the country’s 
first project firing Pakistani Thar lignite, the 
plant will help reduce the pressure on foreign 
exchange reserves, support Pakistan’s energy 
independence and promote the country’s goal 
under Vision 2025 to increase the percentage 
of indigenous sources of power generation to 
over 50 percent. 

After Covid-19 pandemic breaks out, the 
Project has implemented strict lockdown and 
developed effective SOP to protect site staff 
from virus. Our principle is to stop spread 
from inside and stop import from outside. 
General requirements are:

-  All the entry of people and materials has 
to get approval from site head (General 
manager)

-  All the tools and equipment must be 
disinfected before carrying into the site, 
the vehicles cabin to be seals to stop 
outsider drivers getting out of the vehicle.

-  All the people coming inside plant has to 
get antibody or PCR test before entering 
site. Only those negative is permitted to 
enter following with 14 days quarantine.

-  Twice a day body temperature 
measurement and records for all site 
people.

-  All people have to wear face mask in 
office and all public areas.

-  Routine disinfection of office, canteen 
and other areas.

- Cancelling unnecessary meetings and 
gathering or change to online meetings.

- Stocking pandemic control materials, 
medicines and food materials in case of 

Thar Coal Continue Powering Pakistan

shortage in market.

By implementing above measures, we have 
achieved quite excellent outcome on fighting 
with virus with 0 spreading case happened 
at site. Which further safeguards the normal 
operation of the plant, kept the power supply 
uninterrupted.

The covid-19 break out is quite a challenge 
to our project as we were planned to have 
first planned outage in February 2020, the 
schedule is postponed to March due to the 
virus as manpower from China cannot come 
on time and we were facing some serious 
material shortage in market. However, in the 
joint effort of our company China Machinery 
Engineering Corporation and our partner Engro 
Corporation, we have set up and team mixed 
of Chinese and Pakistani skilled workers and 
managed some materials and consumables 
from different sources, finally completed first 
planned outage with success. After March, 
the pandemic situation of Pakistan becoming 
serious, the risk for the normal operation is 
huge, once a case showed up inside plant, the 

whole shift has to be quarantined which will 
direct lead to lack of manpower to run the 
plant, after recognize this situation, we have 
made quite strict policy to prevent the virus 
from spreading inside. 

Our both units showed excellent performance 
after COD with higher availability and efficiency. 
We have produced 4,830,832.03MWh till 23 
August, 2020 starting from 10 July, 2019 and 
will continue providing low cost local lignite 
produced power to Pakistan.
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As an important part of the CPEC projects, 
TEL&TNPTL power plant project is 
implemented under EPC contract 

of CMEC(China Machinery Engineering 
Corporation).The projects are located in 
Islamkot, 450km southeast of Karachi, Sindh 
province, Pakistan. The project consists of two 
CFB subcritical coal-fired power stations with 
the installed capacity of 1x330MW.

The TEL power plant project was pre-started on 
May 30, 2018 and has been under construction 
for a total of 25 months. The TN power plant 
project started construction on March 30, 2019 
and has been under construction for a total of 
19 months. The owner of TEL site is TEL（Thar 
Energy Limited（,a Company funded by HUBCO 
Power Company. The owner of TN site is 
THALNOVA POWER THAR (PVT.) LIMITED.

I. Personnel on site

By the end of August 2020, there are 319 
employees at site. Among them, there are 268 
Chinese employees and 51 Pakistani employees

Ii. Construction progress: The progress has 
been greatly affected by COVID-19, but the 
construction plan has been scientifically 
deployed, and under the condition that the 
epidemic prevention measures are in place, 
the construction is basically carried out in an 
orderly manner.

1. Civil

The Progress of CMEC TEL & TNPTL Power Plant Projects 
from Jan. To Oct. 2020 Located in Pakistan Thar Block

At present, the construction of thermal 
system main workshop and equipment civil 
foundation of main block & boiler in TEL has 
been completed, and the hoisting activity of 
main block steel structure and boiler is nearing 
the end.

At present, the site work of TN is mainly 
civil foundation construction. The whole 
site dynamic compaction construction and 
foundation treatment such as pile foundation 
in main area has been completed. The boiler 
foundation construction, the base plate of 
turbine, the boiler make-up water workshop 
and so on has been completed. The foundation 
construction of the main block is under 
progress.

2. Installation

The equipment installation in the project was 
carried out smoothly. The installation volume 
of steel structure was 8,000 tons. At TEL site, 
the fabrication of flue gas duct have been 
basically completed. At present, the main work 
at TEL site is the preparation for lifting and 
installation of precipitator, as well as fabrication 
and installation of circulating water pipes. At 
TN site,the first section of boiler steel frame 
installation was basically completed;

Iii. Epidemic prevention

Since the beginning of March 2020, information 
collected from various sources has indicated 

that the COVID-19 epidemic is gradually 
spreading in Pakistan. Under the leadership 
of the senior leaders, TEL&TNPTL projects 
planned and deployed in advance, formulated, 
and implemented the prevention and control 
plan rapidly according to the special local 
geographical location. The epidemic prevention 
has achieved phased success by adopting 
measures such as closed regional management, 
special personnel taking charge in important 
area, wearing masks, and storing production, 
living and epidemic prevention materials in 
advance. At the same time, we have been 
cooperating with the Chinese government to 
organize and coordinate the evacuation of 
employees and arranged 104 people to return 
to China by chartered plane in two batches. 
They have been quarantined normally.

In the first half of 2020, the effect of the COVID-19 
epidemic has caused multiple impacts on the 
work of the projects, as well as accusations and 
misunderstandings from many sides. Looking 
back on the site work of TEL&TNPTL projects 
in the past half year, we have always adhered 
to the principle and worked steadfastly. It is 
the persistence of all colleagues in the project 
that has made the present achievements. We 
will continue to carry out “steady in the local, 
stable mood” spirit, and strive to complete the 
principle “non-relax on epidemic prevention, 
then uninterrupted construction”.

Special Supplement on the 71st Anniversary of the Founding of The People’s Republic of China 
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Pakistan Owners donate medical supplies
The project department explained epidemic prevention knowledge to 
Pakistani employees

Engineer who organizes production

CMEC-Thar Coalfield Second Block Terrace Coal 
Mine Phase I Operation and Maintenance and 

Phase II Capacity Expansion Project

Mining engineer who coordinates design work
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Few relationships in the history of 
international relations have endured so 
long as that between Pakistan and China 

and even fewer have been described as “higher 
than the mountains, deeper than the oceans”

The CPEC, a flagship project of the Belt and 
Road Initiative, has opened a new era of 
cooperation, with Chinese investments pouring 
into Pakistan, and several mega projects being 
launched in the fields of power generation and 
transmission. The basic infrastructure such as 
power plant, motorways, railways, airports, 
seaports, oil and gas pipelines, and optical fiber 
linkages are being upgraded and strengthened.

In fact, The CPEC investment and its spinoff 
effects have created hundreds of thousands 
of jobs and added 10,000 MW to Pakistan’s 
national grid, ameliorating the chronic shortage 
of energy in the country.

In September 2018 Shanghai Electric signed 
EPC contract for Thar Block-1 Integrated Coal 
Mine-Power Project with an installed capacity 
of 2 x 660MW and a coal mine with an annual 
coal production capacity of 7.8 million tons. 
The project is capable of powering 4 million 
households in Pakistan with 1320 MW of 
indigenous, affordable and reliable electricity.

Shanghai electric is also applying ultra-
supercritical technology, which can run at higher 
net efficiency than the annual average net 
efficiency required by Pakistani government. 
Additionally, the plants will operate with a high 
Acid Gas removal rate, with low sulfur dioxide 
emissions to reduce environmental impact 
when it begins to generate electricity in 2022.

Since the beginning of Covid-19 outbreak, China 
has cooperated with Pakistan closely to jointly 
fight the epidemic. Through this occasion, a 
solid basis of friendship between Pakistan and 

China can be witnessed.

In such a harsh time, Pakistan’s Senate passed 
a resolution in support of China’s anti-epidemic 
efforts. In the meantime, President made a 
special trip to China to express his firm support 
for China.

Up till now, China has already provided a 
large number of funds, testing kits, masks, 
respirators, protective equipment, medicines 
and other materials. Moreover, China also 
helped Pakistan establish a provisional isolation 
hospital in Islamabad to combat Covid-19.

Shanghai Electric, and other 4 Chinese 
subcontractors contributed a lot in fight against 
pandemic. The company has implemented SOPs 
in a highly effective way with the collaboration 
of Law enforcing agencies. 

Followings are the steps taken by the Company 
to prevent COVID-19:

• A management team was formed to 
implement SOPs on site and also in main 
entrance.

• The rules are described for maintain 
social distancing residential and working 
area.

• The employees and other people were 
not allowed to enter or work without 
masks and sanitizing spray. 

• Every new employee or labor person 
is not allowed to enter the main gate 
without spending quarantine time of 14 
days.

• Food and other facilities are provided 
during quarantine.

• After quarantine, the person is tested 
for COVID-19 (PCR) and then allowed to 
enter.

Moreover, Shanghai Electric with all 
subcontractors helped thousands of families 

belonging to Thar. They provided jobs for local 
residents and provided them with food and PPE.

At present, the Thar Block I power plant project 
contracted by Shanghai Electric is facing severe 
epidemic prevention and control and project 
schedule management pressure. On the one 
hand, various measures have been taken 
to effectively prevent and control the new 
crown virus, and strictly implement SOPs to 
ensure all Chinese and Pakistani management 
and labor personnel in good health; on the 
other hand, how to organize the manpower 
and machinery to achieve the COD of the 
project. Shanghai Electric, as an internationally 
renowned company, shoulders the mission and 
responsibility to provide Pakistani people with 
stable and reliable power as soon as possible, 
which is their biggest goal.

Being a part of the Thar Block I Thermal Power 
Plant, I was appointed at main entrance 
for making others to fulfill the SOPs, I have 
witnessed all the efforts made by Chinese 
companies headed by Shanghai Electric, they 
are fully fighting the epidemic and actively 
promoting project construction. The builders 
of all projects can stick to their posts and make 
efforts for the project construction at such a 
hash time. They are a group of brave builder 
and our closest Chinese brothers. It is a great 
honor for me to fight the epidemic and build 
Pakistan together with our Chinese friends in 
this project.

In the conclusion Shanghai Electric made a 
good decision to prevent the COVID-19. Despite 
of very tough time people are working for 
the company with bravery and support their 
families. 

LONG LIVE CHINA-PAK FRIENDSHIP!

Reporter: Asadullah Larik  

Thar Block-1 
Integrated 
Coal Mine-
Power Project 
is in action
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LAHORE ORANGE LINE

Chinese staff training Pakistani staff while briefing the outer parts of 
train engine and body

Deputy CEO along with senior management visited the site amid the COVID-19 
pandemic to guide and  inspect the implementation of epidemic prevention

Chinese trainers guide the Pakistani trainees to learn how to operate 
the train

Interpreter briefing Pakistani staff in Urdu after Chinese staff briefed the 
train and the body parts attached to the train

Trainers briefing the control management system to the staff

Chinese staff training Pakistani staff while briefing the outer parts of 
train engine and body in simulated cockpit
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Growth Together With SEPCOIII

I warmly welcome you all in this occasion 
and I am very delighted to be here with 
you all. Today, I would like to share, as an 

employee of SEPCOIII how I feel. As you all 
know behind a successful company there 
are several factors which affect its activities 
and performance. The human resources 
of a company largely depend on how the 
company is able to respond to challenges. 

Similarly SEPCOIII has done its best to 
motivate and make sure the safety of its 
employees. In the pandemic situation of 
COVID-19, SEPCOIII has taken care of its 
employees much more than just rewarding 
them with a salary. Not only SEPCOIII 
has kept its employees safe and secure 
but also provided a variety of employee 
benefits so that they can be motivated in 
this isolated environment. Some of those 
benefits include safe environment, clean 
and sophisticated living accommodation 
facility, health care facility, clean and tested 
drinking water facility, food facility, 24 
hour medical facility, on daily basis virus 
disinfectant spray etc.

Moreover, SEPCOIII is paying the taxes 
to the Government of Pakistan on time 
every time, which is beneficial for the 
economy of Pakistan. In the epidemic 
situation, SEPCOIII has also reduced the 
unemployment by securing the jobs to 
the local Pakistani workers. Whereas in 
whole country so many industries has been 
shut down, so many has decreased their 
workforce due to which employment ratio 
has gone down exponentially. SEPCOIII 
has continued construction activities 
considering the COVID-19 precautions, 
by effective planning, timely taking 
precautions and continuous monitoring. 
Safety of employees is always the first 
priority of SEPCOIII. 

SEPCOIII not only tries to engage workers, 
but really make an effort to show them 
that they are important. Examples of such 
efforts include arranging monthly award 
sessions, sponsor cultural events, giving 
gifts to the employee on Pakistani annual 
EID festivals and other events etc. 

As you all know, employee retention is 
no easy task for construction companies 
nowadays. It’s no longer enough for 
companies to pay their employees 
competitive wages, keep them safe and 
provide them with regular hours in order 

for them to make a steady living. Our 
company, SEPCOIII, is actively committed 
to ensuring the health and happiness of 
its workforce, and as an employee we 
appreciate it.

In the last, as an employee of SEPCOIII I 
feel very proud and so grateful to be a part 
of this company. I would like to thank you 
for your support in the pandemic situation. 
We truly appreciate it.

Special Supplement on the 71st Anniversary of the Founding of The People’s Republic of China 

Diplomatic Focus   October 202058 www.diplomaticfocus.org



Diplomatic Focus   October  2020 59www.diplomaticfocus.org

Special Supplement on the 71st Anniversary of the Founding of The People’s Republic of China 

In 2020, the global crisis of the Covid-19 has 
brought severe challenges to the economic 
and social development of Pakistan, Port 

Qasim Coal-fired Power Plant, as the first 
large-scale power and energy project under 
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), 
is also facing the biggest challenge after the 
commissioning of power generation.

As the lowest tariff provider and the largest 
power generation capacity in Pakistan, the plant 
management shoulders more responsibility by 
focusing on pandemic prevention and control, 
production and operation work simultaneously. 
Overall, the production and operation 
performance growth despite the severe 
environment, power generation increased 
by 21.6% year-on-year, the Port Qasim coal-
fired power plant has made an important 
contribution for the people’s livelihood, 
economic and social development.

Port Qasim power plant fight against pandemic 
at the frontline at the critical moment.

All the senior management, staffs of Port Qasim 
Electric Power Company (Private) Limited 

(PQEPC), the entity for Port Qasim Coal-
fired Power Plant, are engaged in pandemic 
prevention and control by strictly enforcing 
measures, personal protection and avoid 
massive gatherings, indoor ventilation, washing 
hands frequently to cut off the transmission of 
the virus. All of them set a good example for 
employees to follow.

Panorama of Port Qasim Power Plant

PQEPC set up a joint headquarter of pandemic 
prevention and control, including PQEPC, 
operation and maintenance companies, the 
soldiers, police and security stationed in site 
and determined the general policy “both 
imported cases and spread within the city 
should be prevented” and eventually decided to 
implement lockdown management within the 

Power China Port Qasim Coal-fired Power Plant and 
Iron-Brother Pakistani Overcome Difficulties Together

Donation activity of Port Qasim Power Plant “Help Pakistan to fight the Covid-19
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plant on. Later, after practice, 14 specific and 
targeted measures for pandemic prevention 
and control has been formulated.

In February, the first case of Covid-19 was 
identified in Pakistan, PQEPC immediately 
organized a mobilization meeting on pandemic 
prevention and control for all concerned 
parties, pooled all the forces that could be 
united, and further entered into the “war 
pandemic” management state. 

On March 3, after systematic and intensive 
preparation, the management took the lead in 
implementing “no visitor is allowed” lockdown 
policy. Since the implementation of lockdown 
management, a security team led by Chinese 
employees was set up to strictly control the 
entry gate 24 hours a day to cut off and control 
the import of virus. In addition, a special 
supervision team was established to implement 
strict obedience of SOP within the plant area. 
We ensure the 14 plus 11 points measures 
for prevention and control were covered in 
key areas like personal hygiene, production 
area, disinfection, supply chain, canteen 
management. The whole plant “key parts, key 
groups of people, important gates, important 
materials were under supervision. And 
pandemic prevention work and the lockdown 
management becomes a daily routine work 
and its progress were briefed in the morning 
handover meeting.

Counter-trend growth- Port Qasim power plant 
serves as a guardian in pandemic prevention.

After the outbreak of the pandemic in Pakistan, 
Port Qasim power project was running out 
of cash flow, the funds for production and 
operation were insufficient, and production 
and operation were in a tough situation and 
hard to maintain the operation and keep the 
units running.

In this severe moment for Pakistan government 
and the Power Purchaser, Port Qasim Power 
plant management still remain its commitment 
to fight against the pandemic and generate 

more power, practicing the spirit of customer 
first and creating value for customers. 

To this end, PQEPC coordinated with coal 
suppliers to defer the final payment for 
coal, negotiated with lending banks to delay 
repayment schedule of debt service account 
reserves. Luckily, we gained the understanding 
and support of coal suppliers and lending 
banks, used the very limited funds for coal 
procurement and other raw materials to 
ensure production and power generation and 
strive for provide Pakistan with cheap and 
reliable power supply. By taking advantage 
of low and competitive tariff edge, PQEPC’s 
practical action has won widespread praise 
and recognition from stakeholders in Pakistan. 
Through hard-earned efforts and dedication to 
the plant’s normal operation, the good image 
of Chinese state-owned enterprises in Pakistan 
has been strengthened.

During the lockdown, all Chinese personnel 
chose not to go back to China for holidays, 
but stick to their jobs and worked overtime to 
maintain production, Such forces drive our plant 
functions smooth to inject a constant supply 
of electricity to help Pakistan fight against 
the pandemic. What surprised us most is that 
despite the transmission risk of COVID-19, over 
60 local employees still chose to come to the 
plant for contributing their own role.

As of August 30, 2020, Port Qasim Power Plant 
has generated a total of 6.344 billion kwh 
of electricity this year, which has increased 
by 21.6% on a year-over-year basis, other 
IPPs in Pakistan were lagging far behind such 
achievement when the electricity consumption 
of the whole society has dropped significantly 
and the electricity bills were deferred for 
several months. It is self-evident that PQEPC 
power plant provides a strong power guarantee 
for Pakistan to win the battle against the 
pandemic. 

People-oriented policy and intensive care for 
employees

PQEPC has always put the safety and mental 
health of its employees in the first place. At 
present, all Chinese and Pakistani employees 
are performing their duty in a satisfied way 
and the whole team are working with a stable 
morale. 

We distributed personal protection brochure 
in English and Urdu to all Pakistani staff 
(including the soldiers, police and security 
guards for the power plant) and their families 
to disseminate knowledge about the Covid-19 
and its prevention and control and get rid of 
the panic and to inform them that although the 
Covid-19 is highly contagious and dangerous, 
it is preventable and controllable. PQEPC also 
increased the subsidies for the Pakistani staff 
who stayed at the site during the lockdown. In 
addition, the company improves food diversity, 
adjusts the leave policy and other proper 
measures which won the full understanding and 
support of the Pakistani staff. During Ramadan, 
PQEPC held a greet activity to express festival 
blessings to them. 

At the early stage of the pandemic, PQEPC 
organized a donation activity with more than 
2 million rupees to the Pakistani government 
and 5,000 facial masks. All Pakistani employees 
appreciate this big love and think highly of the 
mutual traditional friendship between Pakistan 
and China. 

What is the most encouraging news is that 
there is zero suspected or confirmed case of 
personnel within the premise of the plant. 
Although, the pandemic situation is still 
complicated and severe in the current and 
future period, and the risks and cumulative 
effects will continue, Power China and its Port 
Qasim Coal-fired Power Plant will always stand 
firmly with the Pakistan and people, do its best 
to overcome all difficulties to undertake the 
responsibility of enterprises, and make new 
contributions to further consolidate China-
Pakistani traditional friendship and build a 
shared community of China-Pakistani destiny.

Daily disinfection of work and production key areas at Port 
Qasim Power Plant Eid al-Fitr greetings to the military and police stationed at the Plant



Diplomatic Focus   October  2020 61www.diplomaticfocus.org

Special Supplement on the 71st Anniversary of the Founding of The People’s Republic of China 

Role of Hydro China International 
administration during Pandemic
Since Covid-19 outbreak in February of 

2020 in Pakistan, the pandemic has 
been the biggest blow to all the projects 

of Hydro China International in Pakistan 
particularly the Master Green WIND POWER 
50 MW Project due to its location in remote 
area of rural Sindh. The Project has faced a 
variety of problems such as health issues, 
supply chain disruptions, unavailability of 
manpower, cancellation of import orders, raw 
material shortage, transportation disruptions, 
shutdown of operations at all ports and 
airlines suspensions, among others. 

As lockdown was first announced in Sindh 
province from March 23, 2020.The biggest 
and most immediate impact of the lockdown 
is the halt in business operations. Resultantly 
various activities of Project were also stopped 
or slowdown because of the absence of local 
labor who were forced to stay at home to 
avoid further spread of Covid-19. In addition, 
the government of Pakistan also announced 
the travel restrictions which hindered the 
availability of Chinese and local workforce 
from travelling. Due to travel restrictions 
the Chinese and Pakistani workforce were 
stuck at the site since lockdown and did not 
leave for the respective home towns even 
for festivals like Eid-ul-Fitar, Eid-ul-Azha and 
Chinese New Year.

Despite the challenging conditions, 
the management of Project was 
committed to continue 
the operations with 
stick adherence to the 
government Covid-19 SOP’s 
and safety protocols. The 
management has put in 
place measures to help 
minimize the risk from 
coronavirus to workers and 
their families. Workers are 
given a comprehensive 
health screening and 
provided helpful tips on 

self-monitoring. All Chinese and Pakistani 
workforce has gone through the PCR and 
Corona Anti-bodies test. Employees were 
tested and Self-isolated for 14 days if they 
have experiencing any cold or flu-like 
symptoms or had returned to the site from 
another location for either project work 
or personal reasons. The Management 
has enhanced the work environments and 
hygiene protocol at each of the Project 
location. Hand sanitizers have been placed 
at different locations and manpower were 
trained to apply it before and after work. 
Workers were allowed to place of work only 
after undergoing through thermal testing 
by laser thermometers. Use of non-physical 
greetings (i.e. avoid shaking hands) have 
been encouraged and measures have been 
taken to keep appropriate “social distance”. 
For example, the food was served in the 
rooms of individuals instead of mess or 
canteen. Wearing of masks have been made 
compulsory for all employees of the project.

During lockdown, transportation and 
purchasing activities were great hurdles for 

Management as the whole country was 
in stand still situation, but with effective 

planning and commitment to the 
core value of company, these tasks 

have been done professionally 
by complying with all the 

government and company 
safety protocols for Covid-19.

In addition to compliance of these safety 
protocols, the Project Management has also 
played a very constructive role in supporting 
the locals by donating hygiene products i.e. 
hand sanitizers, soaps and surgical masks 
etc. to fight against coronavirus. As the local 
community was severely hit both medically 
and economically during lockdown, the 
Management helped them by providing 
medical facilities, food and gifts. The local 
labor has been timely paid despite the halt of 
Project for some time.

Despite these challenging circumstances 
owing to Coronavirus since March, 2020 as 
it halted the smooth running of most of the 
sectors all over the country. The development 
works have been experiencing hardships and 
hurdles in their successful implementation 
and in turn largely effect the progress of 
Project but our team is committed to control 
the damage caused in lockdown and achieve 
the target with in time.

Diplomatic Focus   October  2020 61www.diplomaticfocus.org
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I’m Kasid, a local staff from PowerChina. 
I’m working on survey work for Basha Dam 
Project.

As a native Pakistani, since I joined Basha Dam 
Project, what I have seen and experienced 
is the intensified epidemic precautions 
and strong safety awareness for Covid-19. 
PowerChina is ensuring the smooth progress 
of construction while keeping epidemic 
precautions, pushing forward the activities at 
the preliminary stage in a proactive and stable 
manner.

Confronted with the COVID-19, the Project 
Management has enforced outright the 
guidelines of ‘Safety First, Prevention Prior’ to 
detailed activities every day, delegated safety 
responsibility to all positions and sections, 
established a epidemic precaution link. As 
what I know is that all works which will happen 

next day will be arranged in advance with 
consideration of schedule, security escorts, 
rations and precaution stuff etc. Once arriving 
to the site, we are required to supervise 
each other for precaution procedures, to 
keep distance with local residents. We are 
instructed to return to camp directly without 
zero contact with other residents while work 
is done. 

All staffs including Chinese and Pakistan are 
required to follow the regulations of ‘no 
gathering, wearing mask, taking temperature, 
frequent sanitizing and ventilation’. Take the 
education on precautions, 5-minute tool 
box and off duty is taking place to boost 
awareness of safety and precautions. They 
make us well know the harm of COVID-19 and 
how to prevent, how to correctly wear and 
change masks and the way of hand sanitizing 

etc. Holistic sanitization on the dining hall, 
dormitories, offices, parking, public toilets 
is going on every day to ensure safety of all 
staffs, meanwhile PowerChina will correct and 
instruct the person who is not following the 
procedures and make sure no misconduct is 
missed and all responsibilities will be followed 
up.

I’m living and working with Chinese, and I 
realize that both work and precautions of 
PowerChina are controlled and regulated. 
Just as what Chinese friend said, everyone 
has responsibility on epidemic precautions, 
if everybody is taking care of it, we would be 
absolutely safe.

    I’m glad to work for this project in initial 
survey work which is proceeded as scheduled, 
and the epidemic precautions here make me 
safe and confident. Thank you.

Experience 
on activities 
and epidemic 
precautions 
from a Pakistani 
staff of Basha 
Dam Project
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From 2010, Orient Group implemented 
project development and construction 
in the field of new energy, developed its 

overseas business blueprint and conducted 
its overseas energy businesses. Orient Group 
followed Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and 
participated in its flagship project, the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor(CEPC), and set its 
first overseas office in Pakistan. 

Orient Group invested and developed the 
99MW Wind Power project in 2012 through 
UEP Wind Power (Private) Limited, a project 
company in Pakistan. The project is one of the 
14 priority projects in the CPEC with a total 
investment of USD 252 million. At present, the 
project is completed and successfully put into 
commercial operation to alleviate the problem 
of power supply shortages in Pakistan. 

Localized operations
As a foreign investment enterprise in 
Pakistan, UEPW initiated the concept of 
localized operation. Most of the employees 
are Pakistani, and the project also helps 
to improve the living standards of local 
communities. The project provides about 80 
mid and high-level positions for local people 
from different cities in Pakistan, including 
Chairman, General Manager, Director, Senior 
Manager, Specialists, Senior Engineer, etc.

During the construction of 99MW wind power 
project, more than 800 Pakistani locals, 
including skilled workers such as blacksmiths 
and concrete workers, were employed at the 
site from local villages.

Social responsibility
While achieving its business goals, Orient 
Group also aims to change the lives of local 
people in its operating areas, so as to help 
improve the living standards of the people 
in the communities where the Wind Farm is 
located. It is our corporate social responsibility 
to help these poorer local communities to 
improve their living standards. Both Orient 
Group and United Energy Group (a sister 
company), has made substantial social 
investments, focusing on three themes such 
as education, health and income generation.

To Alleviate Power Shortage in Pakistan and 
Fulfill Corporate Social Responsibility

The	3rd	Anniversary	of	UEPW	99MW	Wind	Power	Project	in	Pakistan
Education
Education is a significant element of people’s 
livelihood. In combination with local realities 
in Pakistan, Orient Group has implemented 
a series of complete investments in female 
literacy. A Degree College for Girls was 
established in Matli, where more than 4,000 
girls have graduated from the college. The 
only two higher secondary girls’ schools in 
the entire district of Badin have also been 
built. OG invested in the establishment of 
girls’ colleges, girls’ high schools and many 
primary schools, training rural girls to become 
female engineers, female doctors, female 
teachers, and many of them engaged in 
engineering, medicine, teaching and other 
professions. From 2011 to 2017, Orient Group 
has funded the construction of four new 
Citizen’s Foundation primary schools and the 
renovation of 10 public schools and colleges, 
benefiting more than 5,000 school-age 
children, and contributed to school supplies 
and expenses. It has also created new job 
opportunities for local residents, including 

96 positions for Citizen’s Foundation primary 
schools and 47 positions for community 
schools, which have greatly improved the 
cultural and living environment of local 
residents.

Medical treatment
Orient Group donated medical centers and 
advanced medical equipment and medicines 
to local medical institutions to support local 
health management so that nearly 800,000 
patients could be checked and treated in 
time. In addition, a total of 39,174 surgical 
procedures were performed in the funded 
hospitals, giving patients free treatment and 
quick recovery. Medical ambulances were 
provided to enable 85,496 critically ill patients 
to be treated in a timely manner.

The mortality rate for infant and maternity 
mortality rate in South Asia is surprisingly 
high. In view of this, Orient Group initiated 
an on-going training program for Traditional 
Birth Attendants (TBAs) in remote areas. 
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The objective is to train these women in 
safe practices and help to decrease infant 
and maternity mortality rate. In 2016, OG 
partnered with the Aga Khan University, 
School of Medicine, to set up the flagship 
project of the maternity and infant research 
and training center in the Matiari concession 
block. It created 135 local jobs, 79 of which 
were female employees, which accounted 
for 59 percent, and provided training courses 
for 270 people covering about 600 villages. 
Currently, the center has five research 
projects that benefit 39,800 women and 
1,834 children.

Facilitating income 
generation
In cooperation with government agencies, 
Orient Group initiated and implemented 
the “technology and occupation” training 
program, focusing on the mechanical and 
electronic professional training for the youth 
in the project location, which greatly increased 
the employment rate of local youth.

In addition to improving investment in 
social infrastructure and services, actively 
participating in various charitable causes, 
is also one of the effective corporate social 
responsibilities of Orient Group.

Humanitarian aid
Orient Group provided active assistance to 
local disaster relief and poverty alleviation, 
and distributed food and relief materials to 
over 10,000 families. For example, Orient 
Group installed solar water pumps in two 
villages on the project site, which solved the 
drinking water problem of local people and 
animals. During the Mid-Autumn festival in 
2017, Orient Group held a book gift activity 
in local primary school. During the New 
Year in 2018 and Eid holiday in 2019, UEPW 
distributed food and cooking oil to local 
villages for warm activities.     

The investment in the project started to get 
achievements, but Orient Group didn’t forget 
to express gratitude to the local neighborhood. 

Fight against COVID-19
Nowadays, novel coronavirus outbreak is an 
unprecedented challenge around the world. 
Sindh province, where our UEPW 99MW wind 
power project is located, has been the most 
infected area in Pakistan since February, 2020. 
In order to stabilize the normal operation of 
wind power project, UEPW guided by the 
two main principles to deal with increasingly 
serious outbreak of Covid-19. Firstly, ensure 
the health and safety of employees. Secondly, 
continue to provide energy support for local 
Pakistani households and factory during this 
special period.

The wind power project still insists on 
uninterrupted operation, conducts timely 
training on epidemic prevention knowledge 
for on-site O&M staffs, and strengthens the 
reserve of epidemic prevention materials, 
despite the shortage of Chinese and Pakistani 
staffs on our wind power project site. The 
various measures guaranteed the continuous 
operation of our project. 

On 3rd July, 2020, the O&M team of UEPW 
99MW wind power project returned to 
Jhimpir wind farm safely under the active 
coordination of the Ministry of Commerce, 
National Development and Reform 
Commission, Chinese Embassy in Pakistan, and 
CGGC. After 14 days of strict self-quarantine, 
they will quickly put back to work guarantying 
operation and maintenance of UEPW wind 

power project. 

China-Pakistan friendship is the most sincere 
and pure friendship between the Chinese 
and the Pakistanis. The efforts of the leaders 
and people of the two countries over the 
years, Pakistan has now become China’s 
most steadfast friend. Over the past five 
years, Orient Group as a Chinese enterprise, 
make technical advantages as the core, serve 
the society, and actively participate in social 
public welfare undertakings. At the same 
time, Orient Group not only brings the unique 
corporate culture, the humanistic spirit and 
friendship of the Chinese to Pakistan, but also 
draws a new foreign culture, to strengthen the 
new momentum. Under BRI, Orient Group has 
strived ahead and witnessed the friendship 
between China and Pakistan, and also a fellow 
participant in the win-win development.

Orient Group Industry Development Company

30th August, 2020
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From the beginning, I have been a staunch 
supporter of the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor and the Belt and Road Initiative. 
These projects have not only greatly improved 
Pakistan’s infrastructure construction level, 
but also provided us with a large number 
of high-quality employment opportunities 
and brought development opportunities for 
Pakistan. CPEC projects have helped Pakistan 
in fighting the acute energy crisis, the new 
roads made under CPEC have linked various 
cities with each other, Upcoming Railway line 
ML-1 is going to upgrade the railway track 
to help improve the rail transport network 
of Pakistan. Projects like Gwadar port and 
special economic zones are going to help the 
economy of Pakistan. Hence in that context, I 
am even happier to be part of a CPEC project. 
The cooperation between China and Pakistan 
in different technological sector is exemplary. 
I believe that Pakistan can learn a lot from the 

Chinese experience of Rapid Development 
and Poverty alleviation. 

In the future, I wish to become a technology 
specialist with fluent Chinese language skills 
and help in the further development of China-
Pakistan friendship.

Long live friendship between China and 
Pakistan!

Article:	(Nouman	Ali	)
My name is Nouman Ali and I am a part 

of the Huaneng China Group. I am a 
Mechanical Engineer by profession 

and working in the maintenance department 
of the Sahiwal 2x600 MW Coal Power Plant. 

In 2014 I went to China for my master’s in 
engineering from Northwestern Polytechnical 
University in Xi’an, China. I stayed in China 
for 2.5 years which was one of the most 
enriching times of my life. I was amazed by the 
infrastructure, transport, and development in 
China. I made many Chinese friends, traveled 
to many cities in China, and tried various 
local Chinese foods, which I loved very much. 
Very soon I developed a strong interest 
in the Chinese language, because of this 
interest I was able to not only complete my 
master’s degree with high grades but pass the 
Chinese language proficiency exams as well. I 
graduated in 2017 and came back to Pakistan. 

In Pakistan, I got the opportunity to work 
in the Sahiwal Power Plant as an associate 
engineer in the Boiler Maintenance 
department. Since the first day of joining to 
this day, I am very happy to be working here. 
Our company provides us all the facilities of 
personal and professional growth. Working 
at this power plant has given me a lot of 
opportunities to learn and enrich myself. We 
have regular technical training and knowledge 
exchange forums. I have been continuously 
improving my technical abilities and also my 
Chinese language skills. All my colleagues 
are very friendly to me and have given me 
enough support at work. So far Sahiwal Power 
Plant has completed more than 1200 days of 
safe electricity production for the people of 
Pakistan.

The year 2020 has been very tough because of 
Covid-19. This pandemic affected businesses, 
peoples’ lives, and operations around the 
world. Controlling the spread of this virus 
while continuing the operations was a difficult 
task, but the perseverance and diligence of 
Chinese and Pakistani staff helped in achieving 
this task. Our company started the epidemic 
prevention policy since the first case of the 
corona was registered in Pakistan. Since the 
last six months, the company has implemented 
strict lockdown policy and raised awareness 
amongst the staff for the prevention against 
the spread of this virus. In order to not affect 
the power production by our plant and 
complete the annual maintenance on time, 
our company arranged the Chinese technical 
Staff and local staff to return to the site after 
rigorous testing and quarantine phases. This 
shows the commitment of our company 
towards safe production.

The Chinese and Pakistani employees of Sahiwal Power Plant overcome difficulties and fight the epidemic together

The Chinese and Pakistani employees of Sahiwal Power Plant 
strictly abide by the regulations of the epidemic prevention 

system, fight the epidemic together and ensure power supply

Sahiwal Power Plant presented anti-epidemic materials to the SSD and SPU who are responsible for the security of the power plant
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CGGC Overseas Investment Company, S K 
Hydro (Pvt) Limited

Being the first overseas investment 
of China Gezhouba Group, Energy China, 
SK Hydropower Project shoulders the 
great mission of the Gezhouba Group’s 
transformation, upgrading and structural 
adjustment. 

Facing the challenge of the epidemic, SK 
Hydro has joint hands with more than 3,300 
Chinese and Pakistani employees to overcome 
the current difficulties and coordinated the 
epidemic prevention and control, project 
production and operation, and fulfillment 
of social responsibilities, demonstrating the 
responsibility of Chinese enterprises and 
making Gezhouba’s contribution.

1. Project Progress

As of the end of August 2020, the Spillway has 
completed 2.28 million cubic meters of earth 
rock excavation with the commencement of 
the concrete construction. Meanwhile, 7.8 
kilometers excavation in Headrace Tunnel has 
been done with the linking of the lower section 
of the pressure shaft. Whats’ more, excavation 
in Powerhouse has been completed ahead 
of the schedule with the commencement of 

Overcome 
Difficulties 

Together with 
Stable Progress

Regarding Epidemic Prevention 
and Control, Project Construction 

Assurance	in	SK	Hydropower	Station
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concrete pouring and EM installation. At the 
same time, Transformer Hall has completed 
the excavation and supporting work, and the 
Tailrace Tunnel excavation has fully completed.

2.	Joint	Fight Against the Epidemic

First, job creation. As a Chinese-funded 
company in Pakistan, we take the employment 
assurance as our own responsibility during 
this epidemic. We offered about 2500 jobs 
for local residents and continue to provide 
about 300 jobs per week in the future with 
the severe challenge under the impact of 
the Covid-19 to make sure all Pakistani staff’s 
stable income.

Second, epidemic prevention and control. 
In order to apply China’s anti-epidemic 
experience and practices in our project with 
better result, we printed epidemic prevention 
brochures in English and Urdu, and distributed 
to every employee to help them understand 
common sense of protection, improve 
knowledge of epidemic prevention and master 
operational precautions. At the same time, we 
also strictly implement epidemic prevention 
and control measures, carry out nucleic acid 
tests, daily disinfection, and temperature 

checking to ensure the physical and mental 
health of all employees.

Third, social responsibility. Local residents at 
our project area encountered difficulties in 
their daily lives. In order to fully understand 
the actual situation, we visited the villages 
to figure out their needs. On April 11, we 
provided them with 200 sacks of rice, oil, 
masks and other daily epidemic prevention 
materials to help them tide over these 
difficulties.

3. Perseverance Spirit of Chinese 
Personnel

Liang Hongyuan: Stand fast and remain at his 
own post more that 14 months

Liang Hongyuan, who has worked in Pakistan 
more than 14 months without break, only 
focuses on the construction work without any 
complaints or hesitance. 

As a member of the pioneer team for 
construction of the Headrace tunnel, he stays 
at construction front line more than 16 hours 
per week to solve various problems in a timely 
manner. Under his guidance, the excavation 
efficiency in Adit5 to Adit7 has been improved 
while major difficulties and bottlenecks have 

been solved one by one. With his efforts, 
construction progress at pressure shaft and 
excavation efficiency of the horizontal section 
have been improved, which have lowered 
the rate of pilot hole deflection and borehole 
blockage during expanding excavation.

Han xiaomeng: Overcome difficulties to 
guarantee project construction 

Han Xiaomeng, an employee working in 
Liaison & Development department, is mainly 
responsible for land acquisition. Under the 
epidemic situation, the land acquisition has 
to be suspended because of governments 
adjustment and army’s movement 
restrictions, which has affected the review 
and approval progress of the permanent land 
and the negotiation of the temporary land.

As the horn of the three major tasks has 
been sounded, the construction progress 
must not be delayed due to inefficient land 
acquisition. No matter how difficult it is, I 
have to overcome and win, he said, and with 
actions implemented. In order to speed up the 
progress, according to the annual construction 
plan, he classified the construction tasks as the 
priority and urgency with different methods 
implemented to overcome all problems 
one by one according to the construction 
schedule. He negotiated with land owners 
so many times to make agreements about 
the temporary land acquisition and held 
the initiatives in his hands to make sure the 
timely construction and usage of the camp 
and disposals. Regarding the permanent land 
acquisition led by the government, he always 
planed ahead. To make sure the quarry test 
at the downstream of Spillway on schedule, 
he adopted the permanent-temporary 
combination method to offset the long-period 
for review and approval.

4. Feelings About Work Resumption 
from China to Pakistan 

Wang Minghai: Fear not the want of armor, for 
mine is also yours to wear. As a hydropower 
engineer, I would like to use actual actions to 
protect the friendship between Pakistan and 
China, combat the epidemic with my Pakistani 
brothers together. We can share epidemic 
experience and knowledge with a positive 
attitude, and enhance the construction 
progress to achieve the operation schedule 
for better green-power supplying capacity in 
Pakistan.

Guo Tao: With company’s thoughtful and 
comprehensive arrangement, we finally 
return to work despite untold hardships. I 
prepared myself with 100% enthusiasm for 
work resumption and I am ready to contribute 
all my strength for SK construction.
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CR-NORINCO is the contractor o METRO 
RAIL TRANSIT SYSTEM ON THE ORANGE 
LINE IN LAHORE. Currently（the 

installation and test & commissioning of all 
electrical and mechanical systems as well as 
the integrated test and commissioning of 
all systems have been completed, and the 
item-by-item completion certificate also have 
been issued by the supervisor . Completion 
data of the project have been confirmed 
and approved by the supervisor and will be 
handed over to the Pakistani owner.

In early 2020, the global epidemic of 

COVID-19 outbreak in Pakistan, facing the 
severe epidemic situation in Pakistan, In a 
petition dated 2th April 2020 issued by CR-
NORINCO’s management to all the Chinese 
project participants, it was suggested that in 
order to deepen the all-weather Pak-China 
friendship of sharing weal and woe, and to 
fulfill our responsibilities in this regard, every 
Chinese of the Orange Line project does his or 
her part to tide over the difficulties with the 
Pakistani people and for our common lives.

14,000 surgical masks and 500 N95 masks 
and other anti-epidemic supplies worth 1.32 

million rupees, which raised by CR-NORINCO, 
were donated to Mayo hospital in Lahore, 
Punjab, Pakistan on 16th April 2020. In 
donations, the Mayo management states, their 
donation provides timely help and solve the 
pressing need for our hospital. We sincerely 
thank our Chinese friends, faithful pal’s help, 
Chinese friends not only help us to build our 
homes here, it is in times of crisis that they 
stand together with Pakistani people, help us 
and solve our difficulties, we won’t forget the 
friendship between China and Pakistan and 
this friendship will last forever!

CR-NORINCO Help Pakistan Fight the Epidemic

All Chinese Members of Orange Line Metro Train Project Donate the anti-epidemic supplies to Mayo Hospital
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